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PREFACE. 



Ohb special object which the author of this 
series has had in view, in the plan and method 
which he has followed in the preparation of 
the successive volumes, has been to adapt them 
to the purposes of text-books in schools. The 
study of a general comjpend of history, such 
as is frequently used as a text-book, is highly 
useful, if it comes in at the right stage of edu- 
cation, when the mind is suflSciently matured, 
and has acquired suflScient preliminary knowl' 
edge to understand and appreciate so con 
densed a generalization as a summary of the 
whole history of a nation contained in an or- 
dinary volume must necessarily be. With- 
out this degree of maturity of mind, and this 
preparation, the study of such a work will be^ 
juB it too frequently is, a mere mechanical com 
mitting to memory of names, and dates, and 
phrases, which awaken no interest, communi- 
cate no ideas, and impart uo usefal knowledge 
to the mind 



Digitized 



by Google 



vi Pbbfaoe. 

A class of ordinary pupils, who have not y«t 
become mach acquainted with history, would, 
accordingly, be more benefited by having their 
attention concentrated, at first, on detached 
and separate topics, such as those which form 
the subjects, respectively, of these volumes. 
By studying thus fully the history of indi- 
vidual monarchs, or the narratives of single 
events, they can go more fully into detail ; 
they conceive of the transactions described as 
realities; their reflecting and reasoning pow- 
ers are occupied on what they read ; they take 
notice of the motives of conduct, of the grad- 
ual development of character, the good or ill 
desert of actions, and of the connection of 
causes and consequences, both in respect to 
the influence of wisdom and virtue on the one 
hand, and, on the other, of folly and crime. 
In a word, their rrdnds and hearts are occu- 
pied instead of merely their memories. They 
reason, they sympathize, they pity, they ap- 
prove, and they condemp. They enjoy the 
real and true pleasure which constitutes the 
charm of historical study for minds that are 
mature ; and they acquire a taste for truth in- 
stead of fiction, which will tend to direct their 
reading into proper channels in all future 
years. 
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The UM of these works, therefore, at text- 
book! in classes, has been kept continually in 
mind in the preparation of them. The run- 
ning index on the tops of the pages is in- 
tended to serve instead of questions. These 
captions can be used in their present form as 
topics^ in respect to which, when announced 
in the class, the pupils are to repeat substan* 
tially what is said on the page ; or, on the 
other hand, questions in form, if that mode is 
preferred, can be readily framed from them 
by the teacher. In all the volumes, a very 
regular system of division is observed, which 
will greatly facilitate the assignment of les 
sons. 
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Chaptbk L 

Hbropotvs amp Xbhophov. 

IIm P«nlaB flMMNhj. fthgilir irtiutoli tihuum — turt 



CYRUS was the founder of the anoient Per- 
sian empire— « monarchy, perhaps, the 
most wealthy and magnificent which the world 
has oyer seen. Of that strange and incompre- 
hensible principle of human natore, mider the 
influence of which vast masses of men, notwith- 
standing the uniyersal instinct of ayersioii to 
control, combine, under certain circumstances, 
by millions and millions, to maintain, fi>r many 
sncoessiye centuries, the representatiyes of some 
one great family in a condition of exalted, and 
absolute, and utterly irresponsible asoendeney 
oyer themselyes, while they toil for them, watch 
oyer them, submit to endless and most humil- 
iating priyations in their behalf^ and commit, 
if ocmimanded to do so, the most inexcusable 
and atrocious crimes to sustain the demigods 
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they haye thus made in their lof^ eatatei wi 
haye, in the ease of this Persian monarchyi one 
d the most extraordinary exhibitions. 

The Persian monarchy appears, in fact, eyen 
as we look baok upon it from this remote dis- 
tance both of space and of time, as a yery yast 
waye of human power and grandeor. It swelled 
np among the populations of Asia, between the 
Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea, about fiye 
hundred years before Christ, and roUed on in 
undiminished magnitude and glory for many 
eenturies. It bore upon its crest the royal line 
of Astyages and his successors. Cyrus was, 
howeyer, the first of the princes whom it held 
np conspicuously to the admiration of the world 
and he rode so gracefully and gallantly on the 
lo%^ crest that mankind haye giyen him the 
credit of raising and sustaining the magnificent 
billow on which he was borne. How far we 
are to consider him as founding the monarchy, 
or the monarchy as raising and illustrating hinii 
will appear more fully in the course of this aai' 
ratiye. 

Cotampoianeous with this Persian mqnar- 
ohy in the East, there flourished in the West 
tbs small but yery efficient and yigorons re- 
puUies of Ghreece. The Greeks had a written 
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oharaoter for their langaage whioh oonld be 
easily and rapidly executed, while the ordinary 
langaage of the Persians was scaroely written 
at all There was, it is true, in this latter na* 
tion, a certain learned character, which wm 
used by the priests for their mystic records, 
and also for certain sacred books which consti- 
tuted the only national archives. It was, how 
ever, only slowly and with difficulty that this 
character could be penned, and, when penned, 
it was unintelligible to the great mass of the 
population* For this reason, among others, 
the Greeks wrote narratives of the great eventr 
which occurred in their day, which narratives 
they so embellished and adorned by the pictur- 
eeque lights and shades in which their genius 
enabled them to present the scenes and charao- 
t^rs described as to make them universally ad- 
mired, while the surrounding nations produced 
nothing but formal governmental records, not 
worth to the community at large the toil and la- 
bor necessary to decipher them and make them 
intelligible. Thus the Oreek writers became 
the historians, not only of their own republics, 
bat also of all the nations around them ; and 
with such admirable genius and power did they 
%lfill this funotion, that, while the records of ali 
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other nations ootemporary with them haye 
been ahnoet entirely neglected and forgotten, 
the language of the Greeks has been preserred 
among mankind, with infinite labor and toil, by 
saooessiye generations of scholars, in eyery eiy- 
ilized nation, for two thousand years, solely in 
order that men may continue to read these tales. 

Two Greek historians haye giyen us a nar- 
ratiye of the eyents connected with the life of 
Cyrus — ^Herodotus and Xenophon. These wri- 
ters disagree yery materially in the statements 
which- they make, and modem readers are di- 
yided in opinion on the question which to belieye. 
In order to present this question fairly to the 
minds of our readers, we must commence this 
yolume with some account of these two au- 
thorities, whose guidance, conflicting as it is, 
furnishes all the light which we haye to foUow 

Herodotus was a philosopher and scholar 
Xenophon was a great general. The one spenf 
his life in solitary study, or in yisiting yarions 
countries in the pursuit of knowledge ; the oth- 
er distinguished himself in the command of ai> 
lilies, and in distant military expeditions, whiofa 
he conducted with great energy and skill. 
They were both, by birth, men of wealth and 
high station, so that they occupied, from the 
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beginning, oonspiouous positions in nuciety ; and 
as they were both energetic and enterprising in 
onaraoter, they were led, eaoh, to a very ro- 
mantic and adTentoroos career, the one in hii 
trayelsy the other in his campaigns, so that their 
personal history and their exploits attracted 
great attention even while they lived. 

Herodotus was bom in the year 484 before 
Christ, which was aboat fifty years after the 
aeath of the Cyrus whose history forms the sab- 
ject of this volume. He was bom in the Ghre- 
oian state of Caria, in Asia Minor, and in the 
city of Halicarnassus. Caria, as may be seen 
from the map at the commencement of this vd- 
nme, was in the southwestern part of Asia Mi- 
nor, near the shores of the JSgean Sea. He* 
rodotus became a student at a very early age. 
It was the custom in Greece, at that time, to 
give to young men of his rank a good intellect- 
ual education. In other nations, the training 
of the young men, in wealthy and powerftd fam- 
ilies, was confined almost exclusively to the use 
of arms, to horsemanship, to athletic feats^ and 
other such accomplishments as would give them 
a manly and graceful personal bearing, and en- 
able them to excel in the various friendly oon- 
tasts of the public games, as well as prepare 
27-« 
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them to maintain their ground against their 
enemies in personal combats on the field ct 
battle. The Greeks, without neglecting theM 
things, taught their young men also to read and 
to write, explained to them the structure and 
the philosophy of language, and trained them 
to the study of the poets, the orators, and the 
historians which their country had produced 
Thus a general taste for inteUectual pursuits 
and pleasures was diffused throughout the com- 
munity. Public affairs were discussed, before 
large audiences assembled for the purpose, b]^ 
orators who felt a great pride and pleasure in 
the exercise of the power which they had ac- 
quired of persuading, convincing, or exciting 
the mighty masses that listened to them ; and 
at the great public celebrations which were on*> 
tomary in those days, in addition to the wres- 
tlings, the races, the games, and the military 
spectacles, there were certain literary entertain- 
ments provided, which constituted an essential 
part of the public pleasures. Tragedies were 
aoted, poems recited, odes and lyrics sung, and 
narratives of martial enterprises and exploits, 
and geographical and historical descriptions of 
neighboring nations, were read to vast thrcxigt 
if listeners, who, having been accustomed horn 
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infancy to witness suoh performanoes, and to 
hear them applauded, had learned to appreciate 
and enjoy them. Of course, these literary ex- 
hibitions would make impressions, mora or leas 
strong, on different minds, as the mental tem- 
peraments and characters of individuals varied, 
rhey seem to have exerted a very powerful in- 
fluence on the mind of Herodotus in his early 
years. He was inspired, when very young, 
with a great zeal and ardor for the attainment 
of knowledge ; and as he advanced toward ma* 
turity^ he began to be ambitious of making 
new discoveries, with a view of commimicating 
to his countrymen, in these great public assem*^ 
blies, what he should thus acquire. Accord- 
ingly, as soon as he arrived at a suitable age, 
he resolved to set out upon a tour into foreign 
countries, and to bring back a report of what 
he should see and hear. 

The intercourse of nations was, in those dajrs, 
mainly carried on over the waters of the Med- 
iterranean Sea ; and in times of peace, almost 
the only mode of communication was by the 
ships and the caravans of the merchants who 
traded from country to country, both by sea 
and on the land. In fact, the knowledge vHiieh 
end country possessed of the geography and the 
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mannen and onstoms of another, was almost 
wholly oonfined to the reports whioh these mer- 
ohants oironlated. When military expeditions 
tnyaded a territory, the commanders, or the 
writers who acoompanied them, often wrote 
lesoriptions of the scenes whioh they witnessed 
in their campaigns, and described briefly the 
oountries through which they passed. These 
oases were, however, comparatively rare ; and 
yet, when they occnrred, they furnished ac 
oounts better authenticated, and more to be re- 
lied upon, and expressed, moreover, in a more 
aystematio and regular form, than the reports 
% of the merohantsi though the information which 
was derived from both these sources combined 
was very insufficient, and tended to exoite more 
curiosity than it gratified. Herodotus, there- 
fore, conceived that, in thoroughly exploring the 
oountries on the shores of the Mediterranean 
and in the interior of Asia, examining their ge- 
ographioal position, inquiring into their history, 
their institutions, their manners, customs, and 
laws, and writing the results for the entertain* 
ment and instruction of his countrymen, he had 
an ample field before him for the exercise of all 
bis powers. 

He ^ent first to Egypt Egypt had 
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until that time, oloselj shut up from the re«t 
of mankind by the jealousy and watchfohiefli 
of the goyernment. Bat now, on aoooont of 
some reoent politioal changai, whioh will be 
hereafter more partionlarly alluded to, the way 
was opened for travelers from other countries 
to oome in. Herodotus was the first to ayail 
himself of this opportunity. He spent some 
time in the country, and made himself minutely 
acquainted with its history, its antiquities, its 
political and social condition at the time of his 
visit, and with all the other points in respect 
to which he supposed that his countrymen 
would wish to be informed. He took copious 
notes of all that he saw. From Egypt he 
went westward into Libya, and thence he trav- 
eled slowly along the whole southern shore of 
the Mediterranean Sea as far as to the Straits of 
Gibraltar, noting, with great care, every thing 
which presented itself to his own personal ob- 
servation, and availing himself of every possi- 
ble source of information in respect to all other 
points of importance for the objeot whioh ke 
had in view. 

The Straits of Gibraltar were the ends of the 
earth toward the westward in those aaoient 
iays, and our traveler accordingly, after reach- 
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ing them, retarned again to the eastward. Ho 
▼irited Tyra, and the cities of Phcenicia, on th« 
eastern ooast of the Mediterranean Sea, anJ 
thenoe went still fhrtber eastward to Assyria 
and Babylon* It was here that he obtained 
the materials for what he has written in respect 
to the M edes and Persians^ and to the history 
of Cjrms. After spending some time in these 
oonntries, he went on by land still further to 
the eastward, into the heart of Asia. The 
eonntry of Scythia was considered as at " tha 
end of the earth" in this direction. Herodotus 
penetrated for some distance into the almost 
trackless wilds of this remote land, until he 
found that he had gone as far from the great 
center of light and power on the shores of tha 
iBgean Sea as be oould expect the curiosity 
of his countryinen to follow him. He passed 
thence round toward the north, and came down 
through the countries north of the Danube into 
Greece, by way of the Epirus and Maoedon. 
To nake such a journey as this was, in fact; 
in those days, almost to explore the whole known 
world. 

It ought, howcTer, here to be stated, that 
many modem scholars, who bare examinedf 
with graat oare, the aooounts which Herodotm 
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has given of what he saw and heard in hia 
wanlptrings, doubt very seriously whether hi^ 
journeys were reaUy as extended as he pre- 
tends. As his object was to read what he was 
intending to write at great public assemblies 
in Greece, he was, of course, under every pos- 
sible inducement to make his narrative as in- 
teresting as possible, and not to detract at all 
firom whatever there might be extraordinary 
either in the extent of his wanderings or in 
the wonderfulness of the objects and scenes 
which he saw, or in the romantic nature of the 
adventures which he met with in his protracted 
tour. Cicero, in lauding him as a writer, says 
that he was the first who evinced the power to 
ctdorn a historical narrative. Between adorn- 
ing and embellishing', the line is not to be very 
distinctly marked; and Herodotus has often 
been accused of having drawn more from his 
fancy than from any other source, in respect to 
a large portion of what he relates and describes. 
Some do not believe that he ever even entered 
half the countries which he professes to have 
thoroughly explored, while others find, in the 
minuteness of his specifications, something like 
eonclnsive proof that he related only what he 
actually saw. In a word, the question of his 
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credibility has been discussed by snocessiyt 
generations of scholars ever since his day, and 
strong parties have been formed who haye gone 
to extremes in the opinions they have taken ; 
10 that, while some confer upon him the title 
of the father of hist^yj others say it would be 
more in accordance with his merits to call him 
the father of lies. In controversies like this, 
and, in fact, in all controversies, it is more 
agreeable to the mass of mankind to take sides 
strongly with one party or the other, and either 
to believe or disbelieve one or the other folly 
and cordially. There is a class of minds, how- 
ever, more calm and better balanced than the 
rest, who can deny themselves this pleasore, 
and who see that often, in the most bitter and 
decided controversies, the truth lies between. 
By this class of minds it has been generally 
supposed that the narratives of Herodotus are 
substantially true, though in many cases highly 
oolored and embellished, or, as Cicero called it, 
adorned, as, in (act, they inevitably must have 
been under the ciroumstanoes in which they 
were written. 

We can not foUow minutely the oireiim« 
stances of the subsequent life of Herodotua 
He became involved in some politioal dictnrbi 
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anoes and diffioulties in his native state aftei 
his retom, in oonseqnenoe of which he retired^ 
partly a fugitive and partly an exile, to the isl* 
and of Samos, which is at a little distance from 
Caria, and not far from the shore. Here ha 
lived for some time in seclusion, occupied in 
writing out his history. He divided it into nine 
books, to which, respectively, the names of the 
nine Muses were afterward given, to designate 
them. The island of Samos, where this great 
literary work was performed, is very near to 
Patmos, where, a few hundred years later, the 
Evangelist John, in a similar retirement, ana 
in the use of the same language and character, 
wrote the Book of Revelation. 

When a few of the first books of his history 
were completed, Herodotus went with the man- 
uscript to Olympia, at the great celebration of 
the 81st Olympiad. The Olympiads were pe- 
riods recurring at intervals of about four years. 
By means of them the Greeks reckoned their 
time. The Olympiads were celebrated as they 
oocurred, with g^mes, shows, spectacles, and 
parades, which were conducted on so magnifi- 
cent a scale that vast crowds were accustomed 
tj assemble from every part of Greece to wit- 
neas ani join in them. They were held at 
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Olympia, a city on the western side of Greets. 
Nothing now remains to mark the spot but 
:t)me acres of confused and nninteUigible ruins. 

The personal fame of Herodotus and of his 
travels had preceded him, and when he arrived 
at Olympia he found the curiosity and eager- 
ness of the people to listen to his narratives ex- 
treme. He read copious extracts from his ac- 
counts, so far as he had written them, to the 
vast assemblies which convened to hear him, 
and they were received with unbounded ap^ 
plause ; and inasmuch as these assemblies com- 
prised nearly all the statesmen, the generals, 
the philosophers, and the scholars of Greece, 
applause expressed by them became at onoc 
universal renown. Herodotus was greatly grat- 
ified at the interest which hid countrymen took 
in his narratives, and he determined thenceforth 
to devote his time assiduously to the oontina- 
ation and completion of his work. 

It Wfiu3 twelve years, however, before his pliB 
^ras finally accomplished. He then repaired to 
Athens, at the time of a gra^d festive celebrA* 
tion which was held in that city, and there he 
appeared in public again, and read extended 
portions of the additional books that he had writ- 
tan. The admiration and applause which hi* 
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work now elicited was eyen greater than before. 
In deciding upon the passages to be read, Ile- 
rodotns selected such as wonld be most likely to 
sxcite the interest of his Orecian hearers, and 
many of them were glowing accounts of Gre- 
dan exploits in former wars which had been 
waged in the countries which he had visited. 
To eipect that, under such circumstances. He* 
rodotns should have made his history wholly 
impartial, would be to suppose the historian not 
human. 

The Athenians were greatly pleased with the 
narratives which Herodotus thus read, to them 
of their own and of their ancestors' exploits. 
They considered him a national benefactor for 
having made such a record of their deeds, and, 
in addition to the unbounded applause which 
they bestowed upon hi^|[i, they made him a pub- 
lic grant of a large sum of money. During the 
remainder of his life Herodotus continued to 
enjoy the high degree of literary renown which 
lliv writings had acquired for him — a renown 
which has since been extended and increased, 
rather than diminished, by the lapse of time. 

As for Xenophon, the other great historian 
oi Cyrus, it has already been said that he was 
a military commander, and his life was accord- 
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ingly spent in a yery different manner frooi 
that of his great oompetitor for hiatorio fame. 
He was horn at Athens, ahont thirty years aft^i 
the birth of Herodotos, so that he was but a 
ohild while Herodotns was in the midst of his 
eareer. When he was about twenty-two years 
of age, he joined a celebrated military expedi- 
tion whioh was formed in Greece, for the pur- 
pose of proceeding to Asia Minor to enter into 
the servioe of the governor of that country. 
The name of this governor was Cyrus ; and t« 
distinguish him from Cyrus the Great, whose 
history is to form the subject of this volume, 
and who lived about one hundred and fifty years 
before him, he is commonly called Cyrus the 
Younger. 

This expedition was headed by a G^reoian 
general named Clearohu^. The soldiers and 
the subordinate officers of the expedition did 
not know for what special servioe it was de- 
signed, as Cyrus had a treasonable and guilty 
object in view, and he kept it accordingly 3on< 
oealed, even from the agents who were to aid 
him in the execution of it. His plan was t« 
make war upon and dethrone his brother Ar- 
taxerxes, then king of Persia, and consequentlj 
his sovereign. Cjtum was a very young man, 
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but he was a man of a yery energetic and ao> 
eompliahed character, and of nnbonnded ambi* 
tion When his father died, it was arranged 
that Artaxerxes, the older son, should snooeed 
aim Cyrus was extremely unwilling to sub- 
nit to this supremacy of his brother. His moth- 
er was an artful and unprincipled woman, and 
Cyrus, being the youngest of her children, was 
her fayorite. She encouraged him in his am* 
bitious designs; and so desperate was Cyrus 
himself in his determination to accomplish 
them, that it is said he attempted to assassi- 
nate his brother on the day of his eoronation 
His attempt was disooyered, and it failed. His 
orother, howeyer, instead of punishing him for 
vhe treason, had the generosity to pardon him, 
and sent him to his goyemment in Asia Minor. 
Cyrus immediately turned all his thoughts to 
the plan of raising an army and making war 
upon his brother, in order to gain fbrcible pos* 
•ession of his throne. That he might haye a 
plausible pretext for making the necessary mili- 
tary preparations, he pretended to haye a quarrel 
with one of his neighbors, and wrote, hypocrit* 
ically, many letters to the king, affecting s> 
lioitude for his safety, and asking aid. The 
king was thus deceiyed, and made no prepare 
8 
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tions to resist the force which Cyrus was as* 
sembling, not having the remotest sospioioB 
that its destiny was Babylon. 

The auxiliary army which came from Greeoo, 
to enter into Cyrus's service under these oir- 
ou distances, consisted of about thirteen thou- 
sand men. He had, it was said, a hundred 
thousand men besides ; but so celebrated were 
the Oreeks in those days for their courage, 
their discipline, their powers of endurance, and 
their indomitable tenacity and energy, that Cy- 
rus very properly considered this corps as the 
flower of his army. Xenophon was one of the 
younger Grecian generals. The army crossed 
the Hellespont, and entered Asia Minor, and, 
passing across the country, reached at last the 
famous pass of Cilicia, in the southwestern part 
of the country — a narrow defile between the 
mountains and the sea, which opens the only 
passage in that quarter toward the Persian re- 
gions beyond. Here the suspicions which the 
Greeks had been for some time inclined to feel, 
that they were going to make war upon the 
Persian monarch himself, were confirmed, and 
they refused to proceed. Their unwillingness, 
however, did not arise from any compunctions 
of oonseienoe about the guilt of treason, or tht 
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wiokedness of helping an nngrateful and nn- 
prinoipled wretch, whose forfeited life had once 
been given to him by his brother, in making 
war npon and destroying his benefactor. Sol- 
diers have never, in any age of the world, any 
thing to do with compunctions of conscience 
in respect to the work which their command- 
ers give them to perform. The Greeks were 
perfectly willing to serve in this or in any other 
undertaking; but, since it was rebellion and 
treason that was asked of them, they consider- 
ed it as specially hazardous, and so they con- 
cluded that they were entitled to extra pay. 
Cyrus made no objection to this demand; an 
arrangement was made accordingly, and the 
army went on. 

Artaxerxes assembled suddenly the whole 
force of his empire on the plains of Babylon—* 
an immense army, consisting, it is said, of over 
a million of men. Such vast forces occupy; 
necessarily, a wide extent of country, even 
when drawn up in battle array. So great, in 
&ot, was the extent occupied in this case, that 
the Greeks, who conquered all that part of the 
king's forces which was directly opposed to 
them, supposed, when night came, at the elosa 
9f the day of battle, that Cyrus had been ovei^ 
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where Tiotorions; and they were only nnde- 
oeiyed when, the next day, messengers oame 
from the Persian camp to inform them that Cy. 
nis's whole force, excepting themselTcs, wab 
iefeated and dispersed, and that Cyms himself 
was slain, and to summon them to surrender at 
once and unconditionally to the conquerors. 

The O reeks refused to surrender. They form- 
ed themselves immediately into a compact and 
solid body, fortiiiod themselyes as well as they 
could in their position, and prepared for a desper- 
ate defense. There were about ten thousand of 
them left, and the Persians seem to haye consid- 
ered them too formidable to be attacked. The 
Persians entered into negotiations with them, of- 
fering them certain terms on which they would 
be allowed to return peaceably into Greece. 
These negotiations were protracted from day to 
day for two or three weeks, the Persians treach- 
erously using toward them a friendly tone, and 
dvincing a disposition to treat them in a liberal 
dJkd generous manner. This threw the Greeks 
off their guard, and finally the Persians oontriv- 
sd to get Clearchus and the leading G^eek gen- 
erals into their power at a feast, and then lliey 
teiied and murdered them, or, as they would 
pgkaps term it, executed them as rebels and 
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traitors. When this was reported in the Ore> 
clan oamp, the whole army was thrown at first 
into the utmost oonstemation. They foond 
themselves two thousand miles from home, in 
the heart of a hostile oonntry, with an enemy 
nearly a hnndred times their own number close 
apon them, while they themselves were with- 
out provisions, without horses, without money ; 
and there were deep rivers, and rugged mount- 
ains, and every other possible physical obstacle 
to be surmounted, before they could reach their 
own frontiers. If they surrendered to their en- 
emies, a hopeless and most miserable slavery 
was their inevitable doom. 

Under these circumstances, Xenophon, ac- 
cording to his own storv, called together the 
surviving officers in the camp, urged them not 
to despair, and recommended that immediate 
measures should be taken for commencing a 
march toward Greece. He proposed that they 
should elect conunanders to take the places of 
those who had been killed, and that, under theii 
new organization, they should immediately set 
out on their return. These plans were adopt, 
ed. He himself was chosen as the command- 
ing general, and under his guidance the whale 
force was conducted safely through the ooont 
27-6 
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less difficulties and dangers whioh beset theit 
way, thongh they had to defend themselves, at 
every step of their progress, from an enemy 00 
vastly more numerous than they, and whioh 
was hanging on their flanks and on their rear, 
and making the most incessant efforts to sor- 
roond and capture them. This retreat 000a- 
pied two hundred and fifteen days. It has al- 
ways been considered as one of the great^t mil- 
itary achievements that has ever been perform- 
ed It is called in history the Retreat of the 
Ten Thousand. Xenophon acquired by it a 
double immortality. He led the army, and thus 
attained to a militsury renown which will never 
fade; and he afterward wrote a narrative of 
the exploit, which has given him an equally 
extended and permanent literary fame. 

Some time after this, Xenophon returned 
again to Asia as a military commander, and 
distinguished himself in other campaigns. He 
acquired a large fortune, too, in these wars, 
and at length retired to a villa, which :ie buih 
and adorned magnificently, in the neighborhood 
of Olympia, where Herodotus had acquired so 
extended a fame by reading his histories. It 
was probably, in some degree, through the in- 
fluence of the success which had attended tlM 
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labors of Herodotas in this field, that Xenophon 
was induced to enter it. He devoted the later 
years of his life to writing yarions historioal 
memoirs, tne two most impoi;ant of whioh that 
have oome down to modern times are, first, the 
larratiYe of his own expedition, under Cjnrus 
the Younger, and, secondly, a sort of romanoe 
or tale founded on the history of Cyrus the 
Great This last is called the Cyropcedia ; and 
it is from this work, and from the history writ- 
ten by Herodotus, that nearly all our knowl- 
edge of the great Persian monarch is derived. 

The question how far the stories which He- 
rodotus and Xenophon have told us in relating 
the history of the great Persian king are true, 
is of less importance than one would at first 
imagine ; for the case is one of those numerous 
instances in which the narrative itself, which 
genius has written, has had far greater influ- 
ence on mankind than the events themselves 
exerted which the narrative professes to record 
It is now far more important for us to know 
what the story is which has for eighteen hund- 
red years been read and listened to by every 
generation of men, than what the actual events 
were in which the tale thus told had its origin 
This ocxudderation applies very extensively to 
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history, and especially to ancient history. Ths 
events themselves have long since ceased to be 
of any great interest or importance to readers 
of the present day ; but the (iccounts^ whether 
they are fictitions or real, partial or impartial, 
honestly tme or embellished and colored, sinoe 
they have been so widely circulated in every 
age and in every nation, and have impressed 
themselves so tgiiversally and so permanently 
in the mind and memory of the whole human 
race, and have penetrated into and colored the 
literature of every civilized people, it becomes 
now necessary that every well-informed man 
should understand. In a word, the real Cyrus 
m now a far less important personage to man- 
kind than the Cyrus of Herodotus and Xeno- 
phon, and it is, accordingly, their story which 
the author proposes to relate in this volume. 
The reader will understand, therefore, that the 
end and aim of the work is not to guarantee 
an exact and certain account of Cyrus as he 
actually lived and acted, but only to give a 
true and faithful summary of the story which 
for the last two thousand years has been in cir- 
culation respecting him among mankind. 
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fT^HERE are records ooming down to us from 
-'' the very earliest times of three several king- 
doms situated in the heart of Asia — Assyria, 
Media, and Persia, the two latter of which, ai 
the period when they first emerge indistinotly 
into view, were more or less connected with and 
dependent upon the former. Astyagee was the 
King of Media ; Cambyses was the name of the 
ruling prince or magistrate of Persia. Camby- 
ses married Mandane, the daughter of Astya- 
ges, and Cyrus was their son. In recounting 
the circumstances of his birth, Herodotus re- 
lates, with all seriousness, the following very 
extraordinary story: 

While Mandane was a maiden, living at her 
father's palace and home in Media, Astyages 
awoke one monung terrified by a dream. He 
had dreamed of a great inundation, which over- 
whelmed and destroyed his capital, and sub- 
merged a large part of his kingdom. The great 
riven of that country were liable to v«ry d*- 
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stmotive floods, and there would have been noth« 
ing extraordinary or alarming in the king's ima- 
gination being haunted, during hifi sleep, by the 
image of suoh a calamity, were it not that, in 
this oase, the deluge of water which produced 
such disastrous results seemed to be, in some 
mysterious way, connected with his daughter, 
so that the dream appeared to portend soma 
great calamity which was to originate in her. 
He thought it perhaps indicated that after her 
marriage she should have a son who would re- . 
bel against him and seize the supreme power, 
thus overwhelming his kingdom as the inunda- 
tion had done which he had seen in his dream. 
To guard against this imagined danger, As- 
tyages determined that his daughter should not 
be married in Media, but that she should bo 
provided with a husband in some foreign land, 

80 as to be taken away from Media altogether. 
He finally selected Cambyses, the king of Per^ 
siA, for her husband. Persia was at that time 

81 comparatively small and circumscribed di>< 
minion, and Cambyses, though he seems to 
have been the supreme ruler of it, was very far 
beneath Astyages in rank and power. The dis- 
tance between the two countries was cuosider- 
able, and the institutions and customs ^ tbs 
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people of Persia were simple and inde, little 
likely to awaken or enoonrage in the minds of 
their princes any treasonable or ambitions de- 
signs. Astyages thought, therefore, that in 
sending Mandane there to be the wife of the 
king, he had taken effeotnal preoautions to 
gnard against the danger portended by his 
dre&m. 

Mandane was accordingly married, and con^ 
ducted by her husband to her new home. About 
a year afterward her father had another dream. 
He dreamed that a vine proceeded from his 
daughter, and, growing rapidly and luxuriantly 
while he was regarding it, extended itself over 
the whole land. Now the vine being a symbol 
of beneficence and plenty, Astyages might have 
oonsidered this vision as an omen of good ; still, 
as it was good which was to be derived in some 
way firom his daughter, it naturally awakened 
his fears anew that he was doomed to find a 
aval and oompetitor for the possession of his 
kingdom in Mandane's son and heir. He call- 
ed together his soothsaj ers, related his dream to 
them, and asked for their interpretation. They 
decided that it meant that Mandane would hav« 
a son who would one day become a king. 

Astyages was now seriously alarmed, and he 
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sent for Mandane to oome home, ostensibly be 
oanse he wished her to pay a visit to her father 
and to her native land, bat really for the pur- 
pose of having her in his power, that he might 
destroy her ohild so soon as one should be bom. 

Mandane oame to Media, and was establish- 
ed by her father in a residenoe near his palaoe, 
and snoh officers and domestics were pnt in 
charge of her household as Astyages could 
rely upon to do whatever he should command. 
Things being thus arranged, a few months pass- 
ed away, and then M andane's child was bom. 

Immediately on hearing of the event, Asty 
ages sent for a certain officer of his court, an 
unscrupulous and hardened man, who possess- 
ed, as he supposed, enough of depraved and 
reckless resolution for the commission of any 
orime, and addressed him as follows : 

'' I have sent for you, Harpagus, to oommit 
to your charge a business of very great impori- 
anoe. I confide fully in your principles of obe- 
lience and fidelity, and depend upon your do- 
ing, yourself, with your own hands, tiie work 
that I require. If you fail to do it, or if yon 
attempt to evade \i by putting it off upon oth- 
ers, you will suffer severely. I wish you tt 
take Mandane's ohild to your own houiie and 
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pnt him to death. Yoa may aooomplish tht 
object in any mode yon please, and yoa may 
arrange the oiroomstanoes of the bmial of the 
body, or the disposal of it in any other way, as 
yon think best ; the essential thing is, that yen 
see to it, yonrself, that the ohild is killed.'- 

Harpagns replied that whatever the king 
might command it was his duty to do, and that, 
as his master had never hitherto had oooasion 
to censure his conduct, he should not find him 
wanting now. Harpagus then went to receive 
the infant. The attendants of Mandane had 
been ordered to deliver it to him. Not at all 
suspecting the object for which the child was 
thus taken away, but naturally supposing, on 
the other hand, that it was for the purpose 
of some visit, they arrayed their unconscious 
charge in the most highly- wrought and costly 
of the robes which Mandane, his mother, had 
for many months been interested in preparing 
for him, and then gave him up to the custody 
of Harpagus, expecting, doubtless, that he would 
be very speedily returned to their care. 

Although Harpagus had expressed a ready 
willingness to obey the cruel behest of the king 
at the time of receiving it, he manifested, as 
soon as he received the child, an extreme de* 
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gree of anxiety and distress. He immediately 
sent for a herdsman named Mitridates to coma 
to him. In the mean time, he took the child 
home to his house, and in a very exoited and 
agitated manner related to his wife what had 
passed. He laid the ohild down in the aparir 
ment, leaving it negleoted and alone, while he 
conversed with his wife in a harried and anx> 
ions manner in respect to the dreadfhl sitnation 
in which he found himself placed. She asked 
him what he intended to do. He replied that he 
certainly should not, himself, destroy the child. 
<<It is the son of Mandane," said he. '^She 
is the king's daughter. If the king should die, 
Mandane would succeed him, and then what 
terrible danger would impend over me if she 
should know me to have been the slayer of her 
son !" Harpagus said, moreover, that he did 
not dare absolutely to disobey the orders of the 
king so far as to save the child's life, and that 
he had sent for a herdsman, whose pastures ex- 
tended to wild and desolate forests and mount* 
ains — the gloomy haunts of wild beasts and 
birds of prey — ^intending to give the child to 
him, with orders to carry it into those solitudes 
and abandon it there. His name was Mitridates. 
While they were speaking this herdsmai 
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oame in. He found Harpagns and his wife 
talking thna together, with oonntenanoes ex- 
preaaiye of anxiety and distress, while the ohild, 
oneasy under the oonfinement and inoonyeiw 
'enoes of its splendid dress, and terrified at the 
strangeness of the soene and the cironmstanoes 
aronnd it, and perhaps, moreover, experienoing 
some dawning and embryo emotions of resent- 
ment at being laid down in neglect, oried alond 
and incessantly. Harpagns gave the astonish- 
ed herdsman his charge. He, afraid, as Harpa- 
gns had been in the presence of Astyages, to 
evince any hesitation in respect to obeying the 
orders of his superior, whatever they might be, 
took up the child and bore it away. 

He carried it to his hut It so happened that 
his wife, whose name was Space, had at that 
very time a new-born child, but it was dead 
Her dead son had, in fact, been bom during 
the absence of Mitridates. He had been ex- 
tremely unwilling to leave his home at such 
a tune, but the summons of Harpagns must, 
he knew, be obeyed. His wife, too, not know- 
ing what could have occasioned so sudden and 
urgent a call, had to bear, all the day, a burden 
of anxiety and solicitude in respect to her hus- 
band, in addition to her disappointment and 
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grief at the loss of her child. Her anxiety and 
grief were changed for a little time into as- 
tonishment and onriosity at seeing the beanti- 
fiil babe, so magnificently dressed, which hei 
husband brought to her, and at hearing his ex- 
traordinary story. 

He said that when he first entered the house 
of Harpagus and saw the child lying there, and 
heard the directions which Harpagus gave him 
to carry, it into the mountains and leaye it to 
die, he supposed that the babe belonged to some 
of the domestics of the household, and that Har- 
pagus wished to haye it destroyed in order to 
be relieyed of a burden. The richness, how- 
eyer, of the infant's dress, and the deep anxiety 
and sorrow which was indicated by the coun- 
tenances and by the oonyersation of Harpagus 
and his wife, and which seemed altogether too 
earnest to be excited by the concern which they 
would probably feel for any seryant's oflbpringi 
appeared at the time, he said, inconsistent with 
Chat supposition, and perplexed and bewildered 
him. He said, moreoyer, that in the end, Har* 
pagus had sent a man with him a part of the 
way when he left the house, and that this man 
had giyen him a fud explanation of the case 
The child was the son of Mandane, the daugk 
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tor of the king, and he was to be destroyed by 
tL) orders of Astyages himself, for fear that at 
some fntare period he might attempt to usurp 
flie throne. 

They who know any thing of the feelings of 
a mother onder the oironmstanoes in which 
Spaoo was placed, can imagine with what emo- 
tions she received the little sufferer, now nearly 
exhausted by abstinence, fatigue, and fear, from 
her husband's hands, and the heartfelt pleasure 
with which she drew him to her bosom, to com- 
fort and relieve him. In an hour she was, as 
it were, herself his mother, and she began to 
plead hard with her husband for his life. 

Mitridates said that the child could not pos- 
sibly be saved. Harpagus had been most earn- 
est and positive in his orders, and he was com- 
ing himself to see that they had been executed. 
He would demand, undoubtedly, to see the body 
of the child, to assure himself that it was ac- 
tually dead. Space, instead of being convinced 
by her husband's reasoning, only became more 
and more earnest in her desires that the chiii 
mi^t be saved* She rose from her couch 
and clasped her husband's knees, and begged 
him with the most earnest entreaties and with 
Siany tears to grant httrr^uept |Ierln|9bw4 
i 
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was, howeyer, inexonble. He said that if he 
were to yield, and attempt to saye the child 
from ite doom, Harpagns would most oertain- 
fy know that his orders had been disobeyed, 
and then their own liyes would be forfeited, 
and the child itself sacrificed after all, in the 
end. 

The thought then occurred to Space that 
her own dead child might be substituted for the 
iiying one, and be exposed in the mountains in 
its stead. She proposed this plan, and, after 
much anxious doubt and hesitation, the herds- 
man consented to adopt it. They took off the 
splendid robes which adorned the Iiying child, 
and put them on the corpse, each equally un* 
conscious of the change. The little limbs of 
the son of Mandane were then more simply 
dothed in the coarse and scanty coyering which 
oelonged to the new character which he was 
now to assume, and then the babe was restor- 
ed to its place in Space's bosom. Mitridatet 
placed his own dead child, completely disguised 
as it was by the royal robes it wore, in the little 
basket or cradle in which the other had been 
brought, and, accompanied by an attendant, 
whom he was to leaye in the forest to keep 
wateh oyer the body, he went away to aeek 
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some wild and desolate solitude in whioh to 
leave it exposed. 

Three days passed away, doripg whiob the 
Attendant whom the herdsman had left in the 
forest watched near the body to prevent its 
being devoured by wild beasts or birds of prey, 
and at the end of that time he brought it borne. 
The herdsman then went to Harpagus to iK.- 
form him that the child was dead, and, in proof 
that it was really so, he said that if Harpagus 
would come to his hut he could see the body 
Harpagus sent some messenger in whom he 
oould confide to make the observation. The 
herdsman exhibited the dead child to him, and 
he was satisfied. He reported the result of 
his mission to Harpagus, and Harpagus then 
ordered the body to be buried. The child of 
Mandane, whom we may call Cyrus, since that 
was the name which he subsequently received, 
was brought up in the herdsman's hut, and 
passed every where for Space's child. 

Harpagus, afi;er receiving the report of his 
messdnger, then informed Astyages that his 
orders had been executed, and that the child 
was dead. A trusty messenger, he said, whom 
he had sent for the purpose, had seen the body, 
.iithough the king had been so earnest to havf 
27-4 
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the deed performed, he found that, after all, the 
knowledge that his orders had been obeyed 
gave him very little satisfaotion. The fears, 
prompted by his selfishness and ambition, whioh 
had led him to commit the crime, gave place, 
when it had been perpetrated, to remorse for 
his nnnatnral cruelty. M andane monmed in* 
oessantly the death of her innocent babe, and 
loaded her father with reproaches for having 
destroyed it, whioh he fonnd it very hard to 
bear. In the end, he repented bitterly of whal 
he had done. 

The secret of the child's preservation re- 
mained concealed for abont ten years. It waff 
then discovered in the following manner: 

Cyms, like Alexander, Cssar, William the 
Conqneror, Napoleon, and other commanding 
minds, who obtained a great ascendenpy over 
masses of men in their matorer years, evinced 
his dawning superiority at a very early period 
of his boyhood. He took the lead of his play« 
mates in tilieir sports, and made them submit 
«e his regulations and decisions. Not only did 
Ibe peasants' boys in the little hamlet where 
Ub reputed father lived thus yield the preoe- 
denoe to him, but sometimes, when the sons of 
OMQ of rank and station came out from tiie dtf 
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to join them in their plays, eyen then Cynis 
WIS the aoknowledged head. One day the son 
cf an officer of King Astyages's ooart— his fa* 
tber's name was Artembaris— came ont, with 
other boys from the oity, to join these Tillage 
Doys in their sports. They were playing king. 
Cyms was the king. Herodotns says that the 
other boys chose him as snoh. It was, howeyer^ 
probably snoh a sort of ohoioe as that by whioh 
kings and emperors are made among men, a 
yielding more or less yolnntary on the part of 
the subjects to the resolute and determined en- 
ergy with which the aspirant places himself 
upon the throne. 

Daring the progress of the play, a qnaml 
arose between Cyms and the son of Artemba* 
is. The latter would not obey, and Cyms 
beat him. He went home and complained bit- 
terly to his father. The father went to Asty- 
ages to protest against such an indignity offered 
to his son by a peasant boy, and demanded that 
the little tyrant should be punished. Probably 
fiur the larger portion of intelligent readers of 
histcnry consider the whole story as a romanee; 
bat if we look upon it as in any respeot tme, 
we must conclude that the Median monarohy 
must haye been, at that time, in a yery rude 
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tad simple oondition indeed, to allow of the sab- 
mission of snob a question as this to the pei- 
•ooal adjudication of the reigning king. 

However this may be, Herodotus states thai 
Axtembaris went to the palace of Astyages, 
taking his son with him, to offer proofs of the 
violence of which the herdsman's son had been 
guilty, by showing the contusions and bruises 
that had been J)roduced by the blows. '' Is this 
the treatment," he asked, indignantly, of the 
^king, when he had completed his statement, 
'' that my boy is to receive from the son of coie 
of your slaves V^ 

Astyages seemed to be convinced that Ar- 
tembaris had just cause to complain, and he 
sent for Mitridates and his son to come to him 
in the city. When they arrived, Cyrus advanc- 
ed into the presence of the king with that cour- 
ageous and manly bearing which romance writ- 
en are so fond of ascribing to boys of noble 
birth, whatever may have been the circum* 
stances of their early training Astyages was 
much struck with his appearance and air. Hoi 
however, sternly laid to his charge the accusa- 
tion which Artembaris had brought against 
him. Pointing to Artembaris'd son, all bruised 
ud swolkn as im was, he asked, ''Is th«t the 
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way that yon, a mere herdsman's boy, dare ts 
treat the son of one of my nobles V* 

The little prinoe looked up into his stara 
judge's faoe with an undaunted expression <rf 
ooantenanee, whioh^ considering the oiroum- 
•tanoes of the oase, and the smallness of the 
scale on which this embryo heroism was repre- 
sented, was partly ludicrous and partly sublime. 
'' My lord," said he, '^ what I have done I am 
able to justify. I did punish this boy, and [ 
had a right to do so. I was king, and he was 
my subject, and he would not obey me. If you 
think that for this I deserve punishment myself, 
here I am ; I am ready to suffer it." 

If Astyages had been struck with the appear- 
ance and manner of Cyrus at the commence- 
ment of the interview, his admiration was awak- 
ened £Bur more strongly now, at hearing such 
words, uttered, too, in so exalted a tone, from 
such a child. He remained a long time silent 
At last he told Artembaris and his son that 
they might retire. He would take the affair, 
he said, into his own hands, and dispose of it in 
a just and proper manner. Astyages then took 
the herdsman aside, and asked him, in an earn- 
est tone, whose boy that was, and where ke 
had obtained UnL 
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Mitridates was terrified. He replied, how- 
ever, that the boy was his own son, and that 
hif mother was still living at home, in the hut 
where they all resided. There seems to have 
been something, however, in his appearanoe and 
manner, while making these assertions, whioh 
led Astyages not to believe what he said. Ha 
was convinced that there was some unexplained 
mystery in respect to the origin of the boy, 
whioh the herdsman was willfully withholding. 
He assumed a displeased and threatening air, 
and ordered in his guards to take Mitridates 
into custody. The terrified herdsman then said 
that he would explain all, and he accordingly 
related honestly the whole story. 

Astyages was greatly rejoiced to find that 
the child was alive. One would suppose it to 
be almost inconsistent with this feeling that he 
should be angry with Harpagus for not having 
destroyed it. It would seem, in fact, that Har- 
pagus was not amenable to serious censure, in 
any view of the subject, for he had taken what 
he had a right to consider very effectual meas- 
ores for carrying the orders of the king into 
faithful execution. But Astyages seems to 
have been one of those inhuman monsters which 
tka p os sess b n and long-continued exercise of 
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despotio power have so often made, who take a 
oalm, quiet, and deliberate satisfaction in tor^ 
taring to death any wretched victim whom thej 
tan have any pretext for destroying, especially 
if they can invent some new means of torment 
to give a fresh piquancy to their pleasure. 
These monsters do not act from passion. Men 
are sometimes inclined to palliate great cruel- 
ties and crimes which are perpetrated under the 
influence of sudden anger, or from the terrible 
impulse of those impetuous and uncontrollable 
emotions of the human soul which, when once 
excited, seem to make men insane; but the 
crimes of a tyrant are not of this kind. They 
are the calm, deliberate, and sometimes care- 
fully economized gratifications of a nature es- 
sentially malign. 

When, therefore, Astyages learned that Har- 
pagus had failed of literally obeying his com- 
mand to destroy, with his own hand, the infant 
which had been given him, although he was 
pleased with the consequences which had re- 
sulted from it, he immediately perceived that 
there was another pleasure besides that he was 
to derive from the transaction, namely, that of 
gratifying his own imperious and ungovernable 
will by taking vengeance on him who had failed . 
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eyen in so slight a degree, of falfilling its dkv 
tates. In a word, he was glad that the Mid 
was saved, but he did not consider that thai 
was any reason why he should not have the 
pleasure of punishing the man who saved him. 
Thus, far from being transported by any sod* 
den and violent feeling of resentment to an in* 
considerate act of revenge, Astyages began, 
calmly and coolly, and with a deliberate ma- 
Jgnity more worthy of a demon than of a man, 
to consider how he could best accomplish the 
purpose he had in view. When, at length, his 
plan was formed, he sent for Harpagus to come 
to him. Harpagus came. The king began 
the conversation by asking Harpagus what 
method he had employed for destroying the 
ohild of Mandane, which he, the king, had de- 
livered to him some years before. Harpagus 
replied by stating the exact truth. He said 
that, as soon as he had received the in&nt, he 
began immediately to consider by what means 
he could effect its destruction witiiout involving 
aimself in the guilt of murder; that, finally, 
he had determined upon employing the oerda- 
man Bfitridates to expose it in the fewest till it 
should perish of hunger and cold; and, in otim 
to be sure that the king's behest wae fiilll 
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obeyed, he charged the herdsman, he said, to 
keep strict watch near the child till it was dead, 
and then to bring home the body. He had then 
sent a confidential messenger firom his own 
household to see the body and provide for its 
interment. He solemnly assured the king, in 
conclusion, that this was the real truth,' and 
that the child was actually destroyed in the 
manner he had described. 

The king then, with an appearance of great 
satisfaction and pleasure, informed Harpagus 
that the child had not been destroyed after all, 
and he related to him the circumstances of its 
having been exchanged for the dead child of 
Bpaco, and brought up in the herdsman's hut 
He informed him, too, of the singular manner 
m which the &ct that the infant had been pre- 
served, and was still alive, had been discovered. 
He told Harpagus, moreover, that he was great- 
ly rejoiced at this discovery. '^ After he was 
dead, as I supposed,'' said he, ^'I bitterly re- 
pented of having given orders to destroy him 
I could not bear my daughter's grief, or the re- 
proaches which she incessantly uttered against 
me. But the child is alive, and all is well ; and 
I am going to give a grand entertainment as ■ 
^istival of rejoicing on the oocasioa.'* 
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Aftyages then requested Haq)aga8 to Mud 
hia flOQ, who was about thirteen years of ag«i 
to the palaoe, to be a oompaniou to Cyrusi and| 
inviting him very specially to oome to the enter- 
tainment, he dismissed him with many marks 
of attention and honor. Harpagus went home, 
trembling at the thought of tiie imminent dan« 
ger whioh he had inourred, and of the narrow 
esoape by whioh he had been saved from it 
He called his son, directed him to prepare him- 
self to go to the king, and dismissed him with 
many charges in respect to his behavior, both 
toward the king and toward Cyrus. He related 
to his wife the conversation which had taken 
place between himself and Asty ages, and she re- 
joiced with him in the apparently happy issue 
of an affair which might well have been ex- 
pected to have been their ruin. 

The sequel of the story is too horrible to be 
told, and yet too essential to a right understand- 
ing of the influences and effects produced on 
human nature by the possession and exeroisa 
of despotic and irresponsible power to be omit- 
ted. Harpagus came to the festival It was 
a grand entertainment. Harpagus was placed 
in a conspicuous position at the table. A greal 
variety ot dishes wer^ brought in and set be- 
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finre the different guests, and were eaten with- 
oat qnestion. Toward the olose of the feast, 
Astjrages asked Harpagas what he thought of 
his fare. Harpagas, half terrified with some 
mysterious presentiment of danger, expressed 
himself well pleased with it Astyages then 
told him there was plenty more of the same 
kind, and ordered the attendants to bring the 
basket in. They oame aooordingly, and nn- 
oovered a basket before the wretched guest, 
which contained, as he saw when he looked 
into it, the head, and hands, and feet of his 
son. Astyages asked him to help himself to 
whatoTer part he liked ! 

The most astonishing part of the story is yet 
to be told. It relates to the action of Harpa- 
gus in such an emergency. He looked as com- 
posed and placid as if nothing unusual had oc- 
curred. The king asked him if he knew what 
he had been eating. He said that he did ; and 
that whateyer was agreeable to the will of the 
king was always pleasing to him ! ! 

It is hard to say whether despotic power ex^ 
erts its worst and most direful influences on 
those who wield it, or on those who haye it tw 
bear ; on its masters, or on its slaves. 

After the first feelings of pleasure whioh A» 
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tyagas experienced in being relieved from the 
lenfla of guilt which oppressed his mind to long 
IS he supposed that his orders for the muidef 
if his infant grandchild had been obeyed, his 
former uneasiness lest the child should in fu- 
ture years become his rival and competitor for 
the possession of the Median throne, which had 
been the motive originally instigating him to 
the oommis8i6n of the crime, returned in some 
measure again, and he began to consider wheth 
er it was not incumbent on him to take some 
measures to guard against such a result. The 
end of his deliberations was, that he concluded 
to send for the magi, or soothsayers, as he had 
done in the case of his dream, and obtain their 
judgment on the affair in the new aspect whidk 
it had now assumed. 

When the magi had heard the king's narra- 
tive of the circumstances under which the dis- 
covery of the child's preservation had beoD 
made, through complaints which had been pre- 
ferred against him on account of the manner in 
«rhich he had exercised the prerogatives of a 
king among his playmates, they decided at onoe 
that Astyages had no cause for any further ap* 
prehensions in respect to the dreams whioli had 
disturbed him previous to his grandchild's birth 
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''He has been a king,'' they said, ''and the 
danger is over. It is trae that he has been a 
monaroh only in play, but that is enough to 
satisfy and folfill the presages of the TisiraL 
Oooorrenoee very slight and trifling in them- 
selves are often found to aooon.plish what seem^ 
ed of very serious magnitude and moment, as 
portended. Your grandohild has been a king, 
and he will never reign again. You have, 
therefore, no further oause to fear, and may 
■end him to his parents in Persia with perfect 
safety/' 

The king determined to adqpt this adviee 
He ordered the soothsayers, however, not to re- 
mit their assiduity and vigilance, and if any 
signs or omens should appear to indicate ap- 
proaching danger, he charged them to give him 
hnmediate warning. This they faithfully prom ^ 
ised to do. They felt, they said, a personal in- 
terest in doing it; for Cyrus being a Persian 
prince, his accession to the Median throne would 
involve the subjeotion of the Modes to the Per« 
sian lominion, a result which they wished oi 
•very account to avoid. So, promising to watch 
vigilantly for every indication of danger, thqr 
leffc the presence of the king. The king tbea 
•SB* fiv Cyms. 
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It seems that Cyms, though astonished at . 
ttie great and mysterious changes whioh had 
taken place in his condition, was still ignorant 
of his true history. Astyages now told him 
that he was to go into Persia. " Yon will re- 
join there/' said he, ** your true parents, who, 
yon will find, are of very different rank in life 
from the herdsman whom yon hare lived with 
thus far. Yon will make the jonmey nnde^ 
the charge and escort of persons that I have ap* 
pointed for the purpose. They will explain to 
you, on the way, the mystery in which your 
parentage and birth seems to you at present 
enveloped. You will find that I was induced 
many years ago, by the influence of an unto- 
ward dream, to treat you injuriously. But all 
has ended well, and you can now go in peace 
to your proper home.'* 

As soon as the preparations for the journey 
could be made, Cyrus set out, under the care 
of the party appointed to conduct him, and went 
lo Persia. His parents were nt first dumb widi 
sstonishment, and were then overwhelmed with 
gladness and joy at seeing their much-loved and 
loDg-lost babe reappear, as if from the dead, in 
the fbnn of this tall and handsome boy, with 
health, intelligence, and happiness beanUng b 
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his ooontenanoe. They overwhelmed him with 
earesses, and the heart of Mandane^ especialiyi 
WB» filled with pride and pleasure. 

Ab soon as Cyrus became somewhat settled 
in his new home, his parents began to make 
arrangements for giving him as complete an 
education as the means and opportunities of 
those days afforded. 

Xenophon, in his narrative of the early life of 
Cyrus, gives a minute, and, in some respects^ 
quite an extraordinary account of the mode of 
life led in Cambyses's court. The sons of aU 
the nobles and officers of the court were educa^ 
ted together, within the precincts of the royal 
palaces, or, rather, they spent their time togeth* 
er there, occupied in various pursuits and avo* 
cations, which were intended to train them for 
the duties of future life, though there was very 
little of what would be considered, in modem 
times, as education. They were not generally 
taught to read, nor could they, in fact, since 
there were no books, have used that art if thoty 
had acquired it The only intellectual instruo- 
tion which they seem to have received was 
what was called learning justice. The boys 
had certain teachers, who explained to them, 
more or less formally, the general principles cl 
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right and wrong, the mjonotions and prohibi- 
tions of the laws, and the obligations resulting 
Qrom them, and the rules by which oontroTer- 
fies between man and man, arising in the yR' 
rious relations of life, should be settled. The 
boys were also trained to apply these principles 
and rules to the oases which occurred among 
themselves, each acting as judge in turn, to 
discuss and decide the questions that arose from 
time to time, either from real transactions as 
they occurred, or from hypothetical cases in- 
vented to put their powers to the test. To stim- 
ulate the exercise of their powers, they were re- 
warded when they decided right, and punished 
when they decided wrong. Cyrus himself was 
punished on one occasion for a wrong decision, 
under the following circumstances : 

A bigger boy took away the coat of a smaller 
boy than himself, because it was larger than 
his own, and gave him his own smaller coat in- 
stead. The smaller boy complained of the 
wrong, and the case was referred to Cyrus foi 
his adjudication. After hearing the case, Cy- 
rus decided that each boy should keep the coat 
that fitted him. The teacher condemned this 
as a very unjust decision. ''When you are 
oallod upon/' said he, '' to oonaider a questioii 
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of what fits best, then 70a should detennine as 
you have done in this case ; bnt when you are 
appointed to deoide whose eaoh ooat is, and to 
adjudge it to the proper owner, then you are to 
consider what constitutes right possession, and 
whether he who takes a thing by foroe firom one 
who is weaker than himself, should have it, or 
whether he who made it or purchased it should 
be protected in his property. You have decid- 
ed against law, and in favor of yiolence and 
wrong." Cyrus's sentence was thus condemn- 
sd, and he was punished for not reasoning more 
soundly. 

The boys at this Persian court were trained 
u) many manly exercises. They were taught 
to wrestle and to run. They were instructed 
in the use of such arms as were employed in 
those times, and rendered dexterous in the use 
of them by daily exercises. They were taught 
to put their skill in practice, too, in hunting 
excursions, which they took, by turns, with the 
king, in the neighboring forest and mountains. 
On these occasions, they were armed with a 
bow, and a quiver of arrows, a shield, a small 
•word or dagger which was worn at the side 
in a sort of scabbard, and two javelins. One 
of these was intended to be thrown, the other 
27--6 
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to be retained in the hand, for nse in oloec 
eombat, in case the wild beast, in his despera- 
tion, should advance to a personal renooonter 
These hunting expeditions were considered ex- 
tremely important as a part of the system 
of youthful training. They were often long 
and fatiguing. The young men became in* 
ored, by means of them, to toil, and privation, 
and exposure. They had to make long march- 
es, to eQCounter great dangers, to engage in 
desperate conflicts, and to submit sometimes 
to the inconveniences of hunger and thirst, as 
well as exposure to the extremes of heat and 
•old, and to the violence of storms. All this 
was considered as precisely the right sort of 
discipline to make them good soldiers in their 
future martial campaigns. 

Cyrtis was not, himself, at this time, old 
enough to take a very active part in these se- 
verer services, as they belonged to a somewhat 
advanced stage of Persian education, and he 
was yet not quite twelve years old. He was 
a very beautiful boy, tall and graceful in 'brm^ 
and his countenance was striking and expresh 
ive. He was very frank and open in his dyi> 
position and character, speaking honestly, and 
without fear, the sentiments of his haarty. fai 
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any presence and on all oooasions. He waf 
extremely kind hearted, and amiable, too, in 
his disposition, averse to saying or doing any 
thing whioh oould give pain to those around 
him. In faot, the openness and cordiality of 
his address and manners, and the unaffected 
ingenuousness and sincerity which character^ 
ized his disposition, made him a universal fa- 
vorite. His frankness, his childish simplicity, 
his vivacity, his personal grace and beauty, and 
ois generous and self-sacrificing spirit, rendered 
him the object of general admiration through- 
out the court, and filled Mandane's heart with 
maternal gladnem and pride. 
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TxB Visit to Mbbia. 

WHEN Cyrus wms about twelye yean old, 
if the narrative whioh Xenophon gives of 
his history is true, he was invited by his grand- 
father Astyages to make a visit to Media. As 
he was about ten years of age, aooording to He- 
rodotus, when he was restored to his parents, 
he could have been residing^only two years in 
Persia when he received this invitation. Dur- 
ing this period, Astyages had received, through 
Mandane and others, very glowing descriptions 
of the inteUigenoe and vivacity of the young 
prince, and he naturally felt a desire to see him 
ance more. In fact, Cyrus's personal attract- 
iveness and beauty, joined to a certain firank 
and noble generosity of spirit which he seams 
to have manifested in his earliest years, made 
him a universal favorite at home, and the re- 
ports of these qualities, and of the various say* 
ings and doings on Cyrus's part, by which 1:^ 
disposition and character were revealed, awak- 
ened strongly in the mind of Astyages that kind 
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of interoit which a grandfather is always Tory 
praie to feel in a handsome and preoooioas 
grandchild. 

As Gyms had been sent to Persia as soon as 
Us trae rank had been discorered, he had had 
■o q>portanitieB of seeing the splendor of royal 
life in Media, and the manners and habits of 
the Persians were very plain and simple. Gy- 
ms was accordingly very much impressed with 
the magnificence of the scenes to which he was 
introdnced when he arrived in Media, and with 
the gayeties and Inxories, the pomp and. dis- 
play, and the spectacles and parades in whieh 
the Median conrt abounded. Astyages himself 
took great pleasure in witnessing and increas- 
mg his little grandson's admiration for these 
wcmders. It is one of the most extraordinary 
and beautiful of the provisions which God has 
made for securing the continuance of human 
happiness to the very end of life, that we can 
renew, through sympathy with children, the 
pleasures which, for ourselves alone, had long 
since, through repetition and satiety, lost theii 
charm. The rides, the walks, the flowers gath- 
ered by the road-side, the rambles among peb- 
Ues on the beach, the songs, the games, and 
svsn the littie picture-book of childish tales 
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wbkt hare utterly and entirely lost their pow- 
er to affeot the mind eren of middle lifoi direct* 
tjr and alone, regain their magio inflnenoe, and 
call up vividly all the old emotion*, even to the 
heart of decrepit age, when it seeks these en- 
joyments in companionship and sympathy with 
ohildren or grandchildren beloved. By giving 
to us this capacity for renewing our own sensi- 
tiveness to the impressions of pleasure through 
sympathy with childhood, God has provided a 
true and effectual remedy for the satiety and 
insensibility of age. Let any one who is in the 
decline of years, whose time passes but heavily 
away, and who supposes that nothing can awak- 
en interest in his mind or give him pleasure, 
make the experiment of taking children to a 
ride or to a concert, or to see a menagerie or a 
museum, and he will find that there is a way 
by which he can again enjoy very highly the 
pleasures which he had supposed were for him 
forever exhausted and gone. 

This was the result, at all events, in the oase 
of Astyages and Cyrus. The monarch took a 
new pleasure in the luxuries and splendors 
which had long since lost their charm for hini| 
in observing their influence and effect upon the 
mind nf his little grandson. Cyrus, as we have 
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already said, was rery frank and open in hii 
disposition, and spoke with the utmost freedom 
of every thing that he saw. He was, of coarse, 
a privileged person, and could always say what 
ttie feeling of the moment and his own ohildlslk 
conceptions prompted, without danger. He had, 
however, aocording to the aocount whioh Xen- 
ophon gives, a great deal of good sense, as well 
asofsprightlinessandbrillianoy; so that, while 
his remarks, through their originality and point, 
attracted every one's attention, there was a na- 
tive politeness and sense of propriety whioh re- 
strained him from saying any thing to give 
pain. Even when he disapproved of and con- 
demned what he saw in the arrangements of his 
grandfather's court or household, he did it in such 
a manner — so ingenuous, good-natured, and un- 
assuming, that it amused all and offended none. 
In faot, on the very first interview whioh As- 
cyitges had with Cyrus, an instance of the boy's 
readiness and tact occurred, whioh impressed 
his grandfather very muoh in his favor. The 
Persians, as has been already remarked, were 
accustomed to dress very plainly, while, on the 
other hand, at the Median court the superior 
•fficers, and especially the king, were always 
very splendidly adorned. A.ocordingly, when 
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Cynui was introdnoed into his grandfather'! 
preaenoe, he was quite daizled with the display. 
The king wore a purple robe, rery richly adom^ 
3d, with a belt and ooUarsi which were embroid* 
ered highly, and set with precious stones. He 
had bracelets, too, upon his wrists, of the most 
costly character. He wore flowing locks of ar- 
tificial hair, and his £Bice was painted, after the 
Median manner. Cyrus gazed upon this gay 
spectacle for a few moments in sUence, and then 
exclaimed, ^< Why, mother ! what a handsome 
man my grandfather is !'' 

Such an exclamation, of course, made great 
amusement both for the king himself and for 
the others who were present; and at length 
Mandane, somewhat indiscreetly, it must be 
confessed, asked Cyrus which of the two ha 
thought the handsomest, his figither or his grand- 
father. Cyrus escaped from the danger of de- 
ciding such a formidable question by saying 
that his £Bither was the handsomest msL d 
Persia, but his grandfather was the handscm- 
est of all the Medes he had cTcr seen. Asty* 
ages was even more pleased by this proof of iiis 
grandson's adroitness and good sense than he 
had been with the compliment which the boy 
had paid to him ; and thenceforward Cyrot W 
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oame an established farorite, and did and said. 
In his grandfather's presence, ahnost whatoTW 
he pleased. 

When the first childish feelings of exoitement 
and onriosity had subsided, Cyrus seemed to at- 
tach very little value to the fine clothes and 
gay trappings with which his grandfather was 
disposed to adorn him, and to all the other 
externid marks of parade and display, which 
were generally so much prized among the 
Modes. He was much more inolined to con- 
tinue in his former habits of plain dress and 
fimgal means than to imitate Median ostenta- 
tion and luxury. There was one pleasure, how- 
ever, to be found in Media, which in Persia be 
had never enjoyed, that he prized very highly. 
That was the pleasure of learning to ride on 
horseback. The Persians, it seems, either b^ 
cause their country was a rough and mountain 
oos region, or for some other cause, were very 
little accustomed to ride. They had very few 
hinrses, and there were no bodies of cavalry in 
their armies. The young men, therefore, were 
BOt trained to the art of horsemanship. Even 
in their hunting excursions they went always 
on foot, and were accustomed to make long 
mamhas throogh the forests and among th« 
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moontaiiis in this mumor, loaded heaTily, too, 
aU tbc time, with the burden of arms and pro* 
which they were obliged to carry. It 
tbcvefore, a new pleaaore to Cymt tc 
OMiont a horse. Horsemanship was a great art 
amcmg the Medee. Their horses were beautiful 
and fleet, and splendidly d^Mnsoned. Astyages 
provided for Cyrus the best animals which could 
be jHooured, and the boy was very proud and 
h^ypy in exercising himself in the new accom- 
plishment which he thus had the c^portunity 
to acquire. To ride is always a great source 
of pleasure to boys ; but in that period of the 
worldi when physical strength was so much 
more important and more highly yalued than 
at present, horsemanship was a vastly greats 
source of gratification than it is now. Cyrus 
felt that he had, at a single leap, quadrupled 
his power, and thus risen atonce to a far higher 
rank in the scale of being than he had occupied 
befinre ; for, as soon as he had once learned to 
be at home in the saddle, and to subject the 
tpini and the power of his horse tc his own 
irill, the courage, the strength, and the speed 
af the animal became, in feu^t, almost personal 
aoquisitions of his. own. He felt, accordingly, 
when he was galloping over the plains, or pur> 
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■oing deer in the park, or miming oyer the rao6> 
coarse with his oompanions, as if it was soma 
newly-acquired strength and speed of his own 
that he was exercising, and which, by some 
magic power, was attended by no toilsome tt* 
ertion, and followed by no fatigue. 

The various officers and senrants in Astya- 
ges's household, as well as Astyages himself^ 
soon began to feel a strong interest in the young 
prince. Each took a pleasure in explaining to 
him what pertained to their several depart- 
ments, and in teaching him whatever he desired 
to learn. The attendant highest in rank in 
such a household was the cup-bearer. He had 
the charge of the tables and the wine, and aL 
the general arrangements of the palace seem to 
have been under his direction. The cup-bearw 
in Astyages's court was a Sacian. He was, 
however, less a friend to Cyrus than the rest 
There was nothing within the range of his offi- 
cial duties that he oould teach the boy ; and Cy* 
ros did not like his wine. Besides, when Astya* 
ges was engaged, it was the cup-bearer's duty to 
guard him from interruption, and at such timei 
he often had occasion to restrain the young 
prinoe from the liberty of entering his graadU 
Cath^s apartments as often as he ploasiA 
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At one of the entertainmentfl whioh Asty ages 
gaTe in his palace, Cyrus and Mandane were 
invited ; and Astyages, in order to gratify the 
young prinoe as highly as possible, set before 
Um a great variety of dishes — ^meats, and sauo- 
es, and delioacies of every kind — all served in 
oostly vessels, and with great parade and oere- 
mony. He supposed that Cyrus would have 
been enraptured with the luxury and splendoi 
of the entertainment. He did not, howeveri 
seem much pleased. Astyages asked him the 
reason, and whether the feast whioh he saw b^ 
fore him was not a much finer one than he had 
been accustomed to see in Persia. Cyrus said, 
in reply, that it seemed to him to be very trouble- 
some to have to eat a little of so many separate 
things. In Persia they managed, he thouj^t, 
a great deal better. ^^ And how do you man- 
age in Persia?" asked Astyages. <^ Why, in 
Persia," replied Cyrus, '< we have plain bread 
and meat, and eat it when we are hungry ; so 
we get health and strength, and have very littlt 
trouble." Astyages laughed at this simplioity, 
and told Cyrus that he might, if he preferred it 
live on plain bread and meat while he remain- 
ed in Media, and then he would return te Per 
sia in as good health as he oame. 
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Cyms was satisfied ; he, howerer* asked hk 
grandiather if he would gire him all those 
things whioh had been set before him, to dis- 
pose of as he thought proper ; and on his grand- 
fitther's assenting, he began to oall the various 
attendants up to the table, and to distribute the 
oostiy dishes to them, in return, as he said, for 
their various kindnesses to him. ^^ This,'' said 
he to one, '^ is for you, because you take pains 
to teaoh me to ride; this," to another, ^^£or 
you, beoause you gave me a javelin ; this to 
you, beoause you serve my grandfather wel 
and faithfully ; and this to you, beoause yon ' 
honor my mother." Thus he went on until he 
had distributed all that he had received, though 
he omitted, as it seemed designedly, to give 
any thing to the Sacian cup-bearer. This Sa- 
oian being an officer of high rank, of tall and 
handsome figure, and beautifully dressed, was 
the most conspicuous attendant at the feast, 
and oould not, therefore, have been accidentally 
passed by. Astyages accordingly asked Cyrus 
«rhy he had not given any thing to the Saoian 
— ^ servant whom, as he said, he liked bett« 
than all the others. 

^* And what is the reason," asked Cyms, in 
reply, << that this Saoian is «iiob afavcnrite with 
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<< Haye you not observed," replied Astyages, 
'^how gracefully and elegantly he pours out 
die wine for me, and then handa me the oup f* 

The Saoian was, in fact, uncommonly ao 
QompUshed in respect to the personal grace and 
dexterity for which cup-bearers in those days 
were most highly valued, and which constitute, 
in fact, so essential a part of the qualifications 
of a master of ceremonies at a royal court in 
every age. Cyrus, however, instead of yielding 
to this argument, said, in reply, that he could 
come into the room and pour out the wine as 
well as the Sacian could do it, and he asked his 
grandfather to allow him to try. Astyages con* 
sented. Cyrus then took the goblet of wine, 
and went out. In a moment he came in again, 
stepping grandly, as he entered, in mimicry of 
the Sacian, and with a countenance of assumed 
gravity and self-importance, which imitated ao 
well the air and manner of the oup-bearer at 
^[reatly to amuse the whole company asseme 
bled. Cyrus advanced thus toward the king, 
and presented him with the oup, imitating^ witk 
the grace and dexterity natural to childhood, 
all the oeramonies which be had seen the oiq>- 
beam hiroaelf perform, ezoept that of tasting 
the wine. The king and Mandane laughed 
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heartily. Cynu then, throwing off his asram- 
ed character, jumped up into his grandfather's 
hip and kissed him, and taming to the oap> 
bearer, he said, '' Now, Saoian, you are ruined. 
I shall get my grandfather to appoint me in 
four place. I can hand the wine as well as 
you, and without tasting it myself at all.'' 

"But why did you not taste it?" asked As- 
tyages ; "you should have performed that part 
of the duty as well as the rest." 

It was, in fact, a very essential part of the ' 
duty of a cup-bearer to taste the wine that he 
offered before presenting it to the king. He 
did this, however, not by putting the cup to his 
lips, but by pouring out a little of it into the 
palm of his hand. This custom was adopted 
by these ancient despots to guard against the 
danger of being poisoned ; for such a danger 
would of course be very much diminished by 
requiring the officer who had the custody of 
the wine, and without whose knowledge no for 
eign substance could well be introduced into it, 
always to drink a portion of it himself imm^ 
diately before tendering it to the king. 

To Astyages's question why he had not tasted 
the wine, Cyrus replied that he was afraid it 
poisoned. " What led you to inAagine thai 
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it was poisoned?" asked his grandfathav. ^^ Be- 
cause," said Cyrnsy ** it was poisoned the othe? 
day, when yon made a feast for your friends, 
on your birth-day. I knew by the effects. It 
nade yon all orazy. The things that yon do 
not allow ns boys to do, yon did yoorselyes, 
for yon were very rude and noisy; you all 
bawled together, so that nobody ooold hear or 
understand what any other person said. Pres- 
ently yon went to singing in a very ridionlona 
manner, and when a singer ended his song, yon 
applauded him, and declared that he had sung 
admirably, though nobody had paid attention. 
You went to telling stories, too, each one of 
nis own accord, without succeeding in making 
any body listen to him. Finally, you got up 
and began to dance, but it was out of all rule 
and measure ; you could not even stand erect 
and steadily. Then, you all seemed to forget 
who and what you were. The guests paid no 
regard to you as their king, but treated you in 
ft irery familiar and disrespectful manner, and 
jou treated them in the same way; solthougbl 
that the wine that produced these effects musi 
have been poisoned.'* 

Of course, Cyrus dkl not seriously mean that 
iie thought the wine had been actually pcnaon* 
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ed. He was old one ugh to understand its na> 
tore and effects. He undoubtedly intended his 
reply as a playful satire upon the intemperate 
•xoesses of his grandfather's court 

^^ But have not you ever seen such things b^ 
fore ?" asked Astyages. ^< Does not your father 
ever drink wine until it makes him merry V* 

" No," replied Cyrus, " indeed he does not 
He drinks only when he is thirsty, and then 
only enough for his thirst, and so he is not 
harmed.'' He then added, iii a contemptuous 
tone, ^< He has no Saoian cup-bearer, you may 
depend, about Am." 

<< What is the reason, my son," here asked 
Mandane, ^<why you dislike this Saoian so 
much ?" 

"Why, erery time that I want to come and 
see my grandfather," replied Cyrus, " this teai- 
ing man always stops me, and will not let me 
come in. I wish, grandfather, you would let 
me have the rule oyer him just for three daytt'* 

<* Why, what would you do to him V* askod 
Astyages. 

** I would treat him as he treats me now,** 
replied Cyrus. "I would stand at the door, as 
he does when I want to come in, and whea he 
was coming for his dinner, I would step him 



Digitized 



by Google 



82 Ctru8 the Gkbat. [B.C.fi87 



oftlMgaerti. QjratbMOM««giwlvftv«rfltlkn«f« 



and say, ^ Ton can not oome in now ; ha is busy 
with some men.''' 

In saying this, Cyrus imitated, in a Teiy In* 
diorous manner, the gravity and dignity of the 
Sacian's air and manner. 

^^Then," he oontinned, *^when he oama to 
sapper, I would say, ^He is bathing now; you 
must oome some other time;' or else, ^He is 
going to sleep, and you will disturb him.' So 
I would torment him all the time, as he now 
torments me, in keeping me out when I want 
to oome and see you." 

Suoh oonversation as this, half playful, half 
earnest, of course amused Astyages and Man- 
dane very muoh, as well as all the other listen- 
ers. There is a ceitain charm in the simplicity 
and confiding frankness of childhood, when it is 
honest and sincere, which in Cyrus's case was 
heightened by his personal grace and beauty 
He became, in fact, more and more a favorite 
the longer he remained. At length, the induL 
genoe and the attentions which he received be- 
gan to produce, in some degree, their usual in 
jurious effects. Cyrus became too talkative, 
and sometimes he appeared a little vain. Stilly 
there was so muoh true kindness of heart, suoh 
consideration for the feelings of others, and «r 
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ra^Motfol a regard for his grandfather, his motl^ 
er, and IlIb anole,* that his faults were oyer- 
looked) and he was the life and soul of the com- 
pany in all the social gatherings which took 
place in the palaces of the king. 

At length the time arrived for Mandane to 
retom to Persia. Astyages proposed that she 
should leare Cyrus in Media, to be educated 
there under his grandfather's charge. Mandane 
replied tiiat she was willing to gratify her fit- 
ther in every thing, but she thought it would 
be Tory hard to leare Cyrus behind, unless he 
was willing, of his own accord, to stay. Asty- 
ages then proposed the subject to Cyrus him- 
self! <' If you will stay," said he, '' the Sacian 
shall no longer haye power to keep you from 
ooming in to see me ; you shall come whenever 
yoQ choose. Then, bcwddes, you shall hare the 
use of all my horses, and of as many more as 
you please, and when you go home at last you 
shall take as many as you wish with you. 

*Th«vieklMrorafon«dto waillaiidaiMPft(brotfa«r. Hif 
■MMwitOjazarM. H« wai at thii time ft royil princ*, tbc 
iMir ftppmnt to th« tknm«. H« figorei twj ooosgkmaoBly 
in th* aibtftqiMnt portion! of Xenophon't hiftorj m Astj» 
gM't ■ftBceiwc om tho thnmo. Herodotot doM not montioi 
kim ftt ftD, bnt ouikM CyrcLi himielf th« diieot laeoeMor of 

4MtVftgM 
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Tbenyoa majhaye aUfhe aimnalifiiiheparli 
to hunt. Yoa can pnnne them <m boraobaok, 
and shoot them witii bows and anrowsi or kill 
them with jaTeUne, as men do with wild beasti 
in the woods. I will provide boys of yoor own 
age to play with yon, and to ride and hunt with 
yon, and will have all sorts of anns made of 
soitable size for yon to nse ; and if there is 
any thing else that yon shonld want at any 
time, yon will only haye to ask me for it, and 
I will immediately provide it" 

The pleasure of riding and of hunting in the 
park was very oaptiyating to Cyms's mind, and 
he ocmsented to stay. He represented to hia 
mother that it would be of great advantage to 
him, on his final return to Persia, to be a skill- 
ful and powerful horseman, as that would at 
onoe give him the superiority over all the Per* 
sian youths, for they were very little aooustom- 
ed to ride. His mother had some fears lesti by 
too bug a residence in the Median court, hoi 
•on should acquire the luxurious habits, ind 
proud and haughty manners, which wouk b$ 
constantly before him in his grandfather's ex 
ample; but Cyrus said tiiat his grand&ther, 
being imperious himself, required all around 
him to be submissive, and that Mandane nee^ 
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not fear but that he would retom at laat as dn- 
tifal and dooile as oyer. It was deoidedi titers 
inrey that Cyrus should stay, while his motlMf , 
lidding her ohild and her fktiier farewelly want 
baok to Persia. 

After his mother was gone, Cyrus endeai- 
ed himself yery strongly to all persons at his 
grandfather's oourt by the nobleness and gener- 
osity of oharaoter whioh he evinoedy more and 
more, as his mind was gradually deyeloped. 
He applied himself with great diligence to ao- 
quiring the various aooomplishments and arts 
then most highly prized, suoh as leaping, vault* 
ing, raoingy riding, throwing the javelin, and 
drawing the bow. In the friendly contests 
whioh took plaoe among the boys, to test their 
comparative excellenoe in these exeroises, Cy- 
rus would challenge those whom he knew to be 
superior to himself, and allow them to enjoy 
the pleasure of victory, while he was satisfied, 
himself, with the superior stimulus to exertion 
wbioh he derived from coming thus into com- 
parison with attainments higher than his own. 
He pressed forward boldly and ardently, nndeiw 
taking every thing which promised to be, by 
any possibility, within his power ; and, far from 
being disooneertad and discouraged at his mi^ 
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takes and failures, he always joined merrily in 
the !angh which they oocasionedy and renewed 
his attempts with as mnch ardor and alaa* 
rity as before. Thus he made great and rapid 
inrogressy and learned first to equal and then 
to sorpass one after another of his oompan- 
ions. and all without exoiting any jealousy or 
envy. 

It was a great amusement both to him and 
to the other boys, his playmates, to hunt the 
animals in the park, especially the deer. The 
park was a somewhat extensire domain, but 
the animals were soon very muoh diminished 
by tiie slaughter whioh the boys made among 
them. Astyages endearored to supply their 
places by procuring more. At length, how- 
ever, all the sources of supply that were con- 
veniently at hand were exhausted ; and Cyrus, 
then finding that his grandfather was put to no 
little trouble to obtain tame animals for his 
park, proposed, one day, tiiat he should be at 
lowed to go out into the forests, to hunt the 
wUd beasts with the men. '^There are ani- 
mals enough tiiere, grandfather,^ said Cyras, 
<* and I shall consider them all just as if yim 
had procured them expressly for me.** 

In fact, by this time Cyius had grown up to bt 
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A tall and handsome young mani with strength 
and vigor saffioieut, under faTorable cironm* 
stances, to endure the fatigues and exposures 
(rf real hunting. As his person had become da- 
velopedy his mind and manners, too, had under- 
gone a change* The gayety, the thoughtful* 
ness, the self-confidence, and talkative vivacity 
of his childhood had disappeared, and he was 
fast becoming reserved, sedate, deliberate, and 
cautious. He no longer entertained his grand- 
father's company by his mimicry, Ids repartees, 
and his childish wit He was silent; he ob- 
served, he listened, he shrank from publicity, 
and spoke, when he spoke at all, in subdued 
and gentle tones. Instead of crowding forward 
eagerly into his grandfather's presence on all 
occasions, seasonable and unseasonable, as he 
had done before, he now became, of his own ac- 
cord, very much afraid of occasioning trouble 
or interruption. He did not any longer need 
a Sacian to restrain him, but became, as Xen- 
ophon expresses it, a Sacian to himself, taking 
great care not to go into his grandfather's apart- 
ments without previously ascertaining that the 
king was disengaged ; so that he and the 8»- 
eian now became very great firiends. 

This being the state of the cane, Astjaget 
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oonaented that Cyras shonld go out witii Us mm 
Cyaxares into the forests to hunt at the next 
opportonity. The party set ont, when the time 
arriyedi on horseback, the hearts of Cyras and 
bis oompanions bonndingi when they mounted 
their steeds, with feelings of elation and pridcL 
There were certain attendants and guards ap- 
pointed to keep near to Cyrus, and to help him 
in the rough and rocky parts of the oountry, 
and to protect him from the dangers to which, 
if left alone, he would doubtless have been ex- 
posed. Cyrus talked with these attendants, as 
they rode along, of the mode of hunting, of the 
difficulties of hunting, the characters and the 
habits of the various wild beasts, and of the 
dangers to be shunned. His attendants told 
him that the dangerous beasts were bears, lions, 
tigers, boars, and leopards ; that such animalw 
as these often attacked and killed men, and that 
he must avoid them; but that stags, wild goats, 
wild sheep, and virild asses were harmless, and 
that he could hunt such animals as they as 
maoh as he pleased. They toM him, moreoTer, 
diat steep, rocky, and broken ground was more 
dangerous to the huntsman than any beastii 
however ferocious ; for riders, off their guard, 
driving impetuously over such ways, were often 
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thrown from their horses, or fell with them orei 
treoipioes or into chasms, and were killed 

Cyrus listened very attentirely to these in* 
i^otions, with every disposition to give heed 
to them ; bnt when he came to the trial, he 
found that the ardor and impetaosity of the 
ohase drove all considerations of pnidenoe wholly 
from his mind. When the men got into the 
forest, those that were with Cyrus roused a 
stag, and all set off eagerly in pursuit, Cyrus 
at the head. Away went the stag over rough 
and dangerous ground. The rest of the party 
turned aside, or followed cautiously, while Cy- 
rus urged his horse forward in the wildest ex- 
citement, thinking of nothing, and seeing noth- 
ing but the stag bounding before him. The 
horse came to a chasm which he was obliged 
to leap. But the distance was too great; he 
came down upon his knees, threw Cyrus vio- 
lently forward almost over his head, and theUf 
with a bound and a scramble, recovered his feet 
and went on. Cyrus clung tenaciously to the 
horse's mane, and at length succeeded in get- 
ting back to the saddle, though, for a moment 
his life was in tiie most imminent danger. His 
attendants were extremely terrified, though he 
himself seemed to experience no feeling but the 
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(deasnrable exoitement of the duuM ; Um^ as 
ioon as the obstacle was olearedy he pressed on 
with new impetaosity after the stag, orertook 
himi and killed him with his jsTolin. Then, 
alighting from his horse, he stood by the side d 
his viotim, to wait the ooming up of the party, 
his ocnntenanoe beaming with an expression 
of triumph and delight 

His attendants, howeyer, on their arriral, 
instead of applauding his exploit, or seeming to 
share his pleasure, sharply reproTod him for his 
reoklessness and daring. He had entirely disre- 
garded their instruotions, and they threatened 
to report him to his grandfather. Cyrus looked 
perplexed and uneasy. The exoitement and 
the pleasure of victory and sucoess were strug* 
gling in his mind against his dread of his grand- 
father's displeasure. Just at this instant he 
heard a new halloo. Anotiier party in the 
neighborhood had roused fresh game. All Cy- 
rus's returning sense of duty was blown at onoe 
to the winds. He sprang to his horse with a 
ihont of wild enthusiasm, and rode off toward 
the scene of action. The game which had been 
started, a fruious wild boar, just then issued 
from a thicket directly before hiuL Cyrus, in* 
stead of shunning the danger, as he ooght \ic 
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hftTe doQdy in obedience to the orders of thoet 
to whimi his grandfather had intrusted hinii 
dashed on to meet the boar at foil q)eed, and 
limed so true a thmst with his jayelin against 
die beast as to transfix him in the forehead. 
The boar fell, and lay upon the ground in d]ring 
stmgglesy while Cyrus's heart was filled witii 
joy and triumph even greater tiian before. 

When Cyaxares came up, he reprored Cyrus 
anew for running such risks. Cyrus received 
the reproaches meekly, and then asked Cyaxa- 
res to giTO him the two animals that he had 
killed ; he wanted to carry them home to his 
grandfather. 

^' By no meads,'' said Cyaxares; ^^yonrgrand* 
father would be very much displeased to know 
^Hiat you had done. He would not only oon^ 
demn you for acting thus, but he would reprove 
us too, severely, fi>r allowing you to do so." 

^ Let him punish me," said CymSf^ ^* If he 
wishes, after I have shown him the stag and 
the boar, and you may punish me too, if you 
think best ; but do let me show them to him." 

Cyaxares consented, and Cyrus made ar- 
rangements to have the bodies of the beasts 
and the bkx>dy javelins carried home. Cyrus 
kf&a presented the carcasses to his grandfathet. 
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•aying that it was some game which he had 
taken for him. The javelins he did not exhibit 
iireotly, bnt he laid them down in a plaoa 
rhere his grandfather would see them. Asty* 
ages thanked him for his presents, bat he said 
he had no snoh need of presents of game as to 
wish his grandson to expose himself to saoh im* 
minent dangers to take it. 

"Well, grandfather,'' said Cyrus, "if you do 
not want the meat, give it to me, and I will 
divide it among my friends." Astyages agreed 
to this, and Cyrus divided his booty among his 
companions, the boys, who had before hunted 
with him in the park. They, of course, took 
their several portions home, each one carrying 
with his share of the gift a glowing account of 
the valor and prowess of the giver. It was not 
generosity which led Cyrus thus to give away 
tiie fruits of his toil, but a desire to widen and 
extend his fame. 

When Cyrus was about fifteen or sixteen 
Tears oldj tus uncle Cyaxares was married, 
4Dd in celebrating his nuptials, he formed a 
great hunting party, to go to the frontiers be- 
tween Media and Assyria to hunt there, where 
it was said that game of all kinds was very 
plentiful, as it usually was, in faet, in thoM 
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days, in the neighborBood of disturbed and «in« 
settled frontiers. The very oaoses which made 
rach a region as this a safe and frequented 
iuunt for wild beasts, made it unsafe for meOi 
end Cyaxares did not consider it prudent to 
Tenture on his excursion without a considerable 
force to attend him. His hunting party formed, 
therefore, quite a little army. They set out 
from home with great pomp and ceremony, and 
proceeded to the frontiers in regular organiza* 
tion and order, like a body of troops on a march. 
There was a squadron of horsemen, who were to 
hunt the beasts in the open parts of the forest, 
and a considerable detachment of light-armed 
footmen also, who were to rouse the game, and 
drive them out of their lurking places in the 
glens and thickets. Cyrus accompanied this 
expedition. 

When Cyaxares reached the frontiers, ha 
concluded, instead of contenting himself and his 
party with hunting wild beasts, to make an 
incursion for plunder into the Assyrian tern- 
tory, that being, as Zenophon expresses it, a 
inore noble enterprise than the other. The no- 
bleness, it seems, consisted in the greater immi- 
nence of the danger, in having to contend with 
armed men instead of ferocious brutes, and in 
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the higher value of the prizes which they would 
obtain in oaae of saooess. The idea of tiiero be* 
ing any injnitioe or wrong in this wanton and 
onproToked aggression npon the territories of a 
neighboring nation seems not to have entered 
the mind eitiier of the royal robber himself or 
of his historian. 

Cyrus distinguished himself very oonspioa* 
ously in this expedition, as he had done in the 
hunting excursion before ; and when, at length, 
this nuptial party returned home, loaded witii 
booty, the tidings of Cyrus's exploits went to 
Persia. Cambyses thought that if his son was 
beginning to take part, as a soldier, in military 
campaigns, it was time for him to be recalled. 
He accordingly sent for him, and Cyrus began 
to make preparations for his return. 

The day of his departure was a day of great 
sadness and sorrow among all his companions 
in Media, and, in fact, among all the members 
of his grand&ther's household. They aoo(»n> 
panied him for some distance on his way, and 
took leave of him, at last, with much regret 
and many tears. Cyrus distributed among 
tiiem, as they left him, the various artidee of 
value which he possessed, such as his annsi 
tnd ornaments of various kinds, and costly ai^ 
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tioles of dress. He gave his Median robe, at 
last, to a certain youth whom he said he loved 
the best of alL The name of this special fa» 
forite was Araspes. As these his friends par^ 
dd from him, Cyrus took his leave of them, one 
by one, as they returned, with many proofs €f 
his affeotion for them, and with a very sad and 
heavy heart. 

The boys and young men who had reoeived 
these presents took them home, but they were 
so valuable, that they or their parents, suppos* 
ing that they were given under a momentary 
impulse of feeling, and that they ought to be 
returned, sent them all to Astyages. Astya^ 
ges sent them to Persia, to be restored to Cy- 
rus. Cyrus sent them all baok again to his 
grandfather, with a request that he would dis- 
tribute them again to those to whom Cyrus 
had originally given them, ^^whioh," said he, 
''grandfather, you must do, if you wish me 
ever to come to Media again with pleasure and 
not with shame." 

Such is the story which Xenophon gives it 
Cyrus's visit to Media, and in its romantic and 
incredible details it is a specimen of the whole 
narrative which this author has given of his he- 
ro's life. Itif not, at the present day, supposed 
27—7 
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that these, and the many similar stories witk 
which Xenophon's books are filled, are true histo 
ry. It is not even thought that Xenophon real 
ly intended to offer his nanative as history, bat 
rather as an historical romance— « fiction found* 
ed on fact, written to amuse the warriors of his 
times, and to serve as a vehicle for inculcating 
such principles of philosophy, of morals, and of 
military science as seemed to him worthy of 
the attention of his countrymen. The story 
has no air of reality about it firom beginning to 
end, but only a sort of poetical fitness of one 
part to another, much more like the contrived 
coincidences of a romance writer than like the 
real events and transactions of actual life. A 
very large portion of the work consists of long 
discourses on military, moral, and often meta- 
physical philosophy, made by generals in coun- 
cil, or commanders in conversation with each 
other when going into battle. The occurrences 
and incidents out of which these conversation* 
arise always take place just as they are wanted 
and arrange themselves in a manner to produci 
the highest dramatic effect ; like the stag, thi 
broken ground, and the wild boar in Cyrus\ 
hunting, which came, one after another, to fur* 
aish the hero with poetical occasionB for display* 
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tng his juTenile hnvery^ and to prodnoe the 
most piotoresque and poetical grouping of in* 
aidents and OTonts. Xenqphon too, like other 
writers of romanoes, makes his hero a model of 
iHilitary virtue and magnanimity^ according to 
the ideas of the times. He displays superhu- 
man sagacity in circumventing his foesi he per- 
forms prodigies of valor, he forms the most sen* 
timental attachments, and receives with a ro- 
mantic confidence the adhesions of men who 
come over to his side from the enemy, and who, 
being traitors to old friends, would seem to be 
only worthy of suspicion and distrust in being 
received by new ones. Every thing, however, 
results well; all whom he confides in prove 
worthy; all whom he distrusts prove base. 
All his firiends are generous and noble, and all 
his enemie. treacherous and cruel Every 
prediction w ich he makes is verified, and all 
his entr^rprisuH succeed ; or if, in any respect, 
there oi curs a partial failure, the incident is 
always o[ such a character as to heighten the 
imiNresskm which is made by the final and tri* 
nmphant success. 

Such being the character of Xeno|diOD's tale, 
or rather drama, we shall content onrsdvet, 
after giving this qpecimen of it, with adding^ 
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in tome sabseqaent ohapter«« a few other eoenet 
and incidents drawn from his narrative. In the 
mean time, in relating the great leading eventi 
of Cyms'a life, we shall take Herodotos (at oni 
guide, by following his more sober, and, prob- 
tbly, more tmstworthy reocrd. 
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rilHE soene of onr narrative must now be 
-'- changed, for a time, from Persia and Me* 
dia, in tke East, to Asia Minor, in the West, 
where the great Croesus, originally King of 
Lydia, was at this time gradually extending 
his empire along the shores of the ^gean Sea. 
The name of Croesus is associated in the minds 
of men with the idea of boundless wealth, the 
phrase ** as rich as Croesus" having been a com- 
mon proverb in all the modem languages of 
Europe for many centuries. It was to this 
Croesus, king of Lydia, whose story we are 
about to relate, that the proverb alludes. 

The country of Lydia, over which this fa 
mous sovereign originally ruled, was in the 
western part of Asia Minor, bordering on tb« 
£gean Sea. Croesus himself belonged to • 
iynasty, or race of kings, called the Mernuu^ 
dflD. The founder of this line was Oyges, whs 
displaced the dynasty which preceded him and 
established his own by a revolution oflbotod in 
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A veiy remarkable maimer. The droamatanoei 
were as follows : 

The name of the last mcmarch of the old dy- 
nasty — ^the one, namely, whom Oyges displao* 
ed— -was Candanles. Oyges was a household 
servant in Candaoles's family — a sort of slave, 
in faot, and yet, as saoh slaves often were in 
those rude days, a personal favorite and boon 
companion of his master. Candanles was a dis- 
solute and unprinoipled tyrant He had, how- 
ever, a very beautiful and modest wife, whu^a 
name was Nyssia. Candaules wa§ very proud 
of the beauty of his queen, and was always ex- 
tolling it, though, as the event proved, he oould 
not have felt for her any true and honest affec- 
tion. In some of his revels with Gyges, when 
he was boasting of Nyssia's charms, he said 
that the beauty of her form and figure, when 
unrobed, was even-more exquisite than that of 
her features ; and, finally, the monster, growing 
more and more excited, and having rendered 
himself still more of a brute than he was by 
latare by the influence of wine, declared that 
Gyges should see for himselfl He would con- 
ceal him, he said, in the queen's bed-chamber, 
while she was undressing for the night Gy- 
ges remonstrated very earnestly against tbii 



Digitized 



by Google 



B.C.718.] CB4BSVS. 109 

|m>po6aL It would be doing the iimooent 
qneeiiy he said, a great wrong. He assured the 
king, too, that he believed fully all that he said 
tbout Nyssia's beauty, without applying such 
I test, and he begged him not to insist upon a 
{vqposal with which it would be criminal to 
comply. 

The king, however, did insist upon it, and 
Gyges was compelled to yield. Whatever is 
offered as a favor by a half-intoxicated despot 
to an humble inferior, it would be death to re- 
fuse. Oyges allowed himself to be placed be- 
hind a half-opened door of the king's apartment, 
when the king retired to it for the night. There 
he was to remain while the queen began to un 
robe herself for retiring, with a strict injunction 
to withdraw at a certain time which the king 
designated, and with the utmost caution, so at 
to prevent being observed by the queen. Gy- 
ges did as he was ordered. The beautiful 
queen laid aside her garments and made hei 
toilet for the night with all the quiet oompo* 
•ure and confidence which a woman might be 
expected to feel while in so sacred and inviola- 
ble a sanctuary, and in the presence and under 
the guardianship of her husband. Just as shs 
was about tc^ retire to rest, some movement 
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alarmed her. It was Gyges going away. She 
iaw him. She instantly imderstood the oaso. 
She was overpdielmed with indignation ami 
ihame. She, howevery snppressed and oonoeal- 
ed her emotions ; she spoke to Candaoles in her 
usual tone of voioe, and he, on his part, secret- 
ly rejoiced in the adroit and snooessfol manner 
in ^diich his little contrivance had been carried 
into execution. 

The next morning Nyssia sent, by some of 
her confidential messengers, for Oyges to come 
to her. He came, with some forebodingSi per- 
haps, but without any direct reason for believ- 
ing that what he had done had been discovered. 
Nyssia, however, informed him that she knew 
all, and that either he or her husband must die. 
Qyges earnestly remonstrated against this de- 
cision, and supplicated forgiveness. He ex- 
plained the circumstances under which the act 
had been performed, which seemed, at least st 
fiur as he was concerned, to palliate the deeil 
The queen was, however, fixed and decided 
It was wholly inconsistent vrith her ideas of 
womanly delicacy that there should be two liv- 
ing men who had both been admitted to hei 
bedchamber. '' The king," she said, '' by what 
be has done, has forfeited his claims to me and 
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reaigned me to yon. If you will kill him, seiit 
hifl kingdom, and make me your wife, all ahaL 
^ weL ; otherwise you most prepare to die.** 

From this hard alternative, Gyges ohose tc 
Msassinate the king, and to make the lovely 
objeot before him his own. The excitement 
ol indignation and resentment whioh glowed 
upon her cheek, and with whioh her bosom was 
heaving, made her more beautiful than ever. 
'^How shall our purpose be accomplished?'' 
asked Gyges. '< The deed," she replied, '< shall 
be perpetrated in the very place which was the 
scene of the dishonor done to me. I will admit 
you into our bedchamber in my turn, and you 
shall kill Candaules in his bed." 

When night came, Nyssia stationed Gyges 
again behind the same door where the king had 
placed him. He had a dagger in his hand. He 
waited there till Candaules was asleep. Then 
at a signal given him by the queen, he entered, 
and igrtabbed the husband in his bed. He mar- 
ried Nyssia, and possessed himself of the king- 
dom After this, he and his successors reigned 
for many years over the kingdom of Lydia, con- 
•titating the dynasty of the MermnadsDi from 
whiohi in process cf time, King CrcBsns dd> 
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The saooeflsive sorereigiis of this dynasty 
gradoally extended the Lydian power orer the 
Muntries aronnd them. The name of Croesus's 
(ather, who was the monarch that immediately 
preceded him, was Alyattes. Alyattes waged 
war toward the southward, into tiie territories 
of the oity of Miletus. He made annual in- 
cursions into the country of the Milesians for 
plunder, always taking care, however, while he 
seized all the movable property that he could 
find^ to leave the villages and towns, and all the 
hamlets of the laborers without injury. The 
reason for this was, that he did not wish to 
drive away the population, but to encourage 
them to remain and cultivate their lands, so 
that there might be new flocks and herds, and 
new stores of com, and fruit, and wine, for him 
to plunder from in succeeding years. At last, 
on one of these marauding excursions, some 
fires which were accidentally set in a field 
spread into a neighboring town, and destroyed, 
among other buildings, a temple consecrated to 
Minerva. After this, Alyattes found himself 
4uite unsuccessful in all his expeditions and 
campaigns. He sent to a famous oracle to ask 
the reason. 

''You can expect no more success,'' replied 
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the oradei << until yon febnild the temple that 
yoa hare deetroyed.'' 

But how oould he rebuild the temple? The 
Mte was in the enemy's country. His men 
oould not build an edifioe and defend themseWes, 
at the same time, from the attacks of their foea 
lie ooncluded to demand a truce of the Mile- 
sians until the reoonstruotion should be com- 
pleted, and he sent embassadors to Miletus, ao* 
cordingly, to make the proposal 

The proposition for a truce resulted in a per- 
manent peace, by means of a very singular 
stratagem which Thrasybulus, the king of Mi* 
letus, practiced upon Alyattes. It seems that 
Alyattes supposed that Thrasybulus had been 
reduced to great distress by the loss and de- 
struction of provisions and stores in various 
parts of the country, and that he would soon 
be forced to yield up his kingdom. This was, 
in faatf the case; but Thrasybulus determined 
to disguise his real condition, and to destroy, 
by an artifice, all the hopes which Alyattes had 
fiHrmed from the supposed scarcity in the otty. 
When the herald whom Alyattes sent to Mile* 
tus was about to arrive, Thrasybulus collected 
all the com, and grain, and other proviiioiii 
whMi he eould oonmiand, and had them heaped 
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ap in a public part of the city 9 where the herald 
▼as to be receiTod, 00 as to present indioatioos 
if the most ample abnndanoe of food. He ool* 
looted a large body of his soldiers, too, and gave 
them leave to feast themselves without restric- 
tion on what he had thus gathered. Aooord- 
ingly, when the herald oame in to deliver his 
message, he found the whole oity given up to 
feasting and revelry, and he saw stores of pro« 
visions at hand, whioh were in process of being 
distributed and consumed with the most prod- 
igal profusion. The herald reported this state 
of things to Alyattes. Alyattes then gave up 
all hopes of reducing Miletus by famine, and 
made a permanent peace, binding himself to its 
stipulations by a very solemn treaty. To cel- 
ebrate the event, too, he built two temples to 
Minerva instead of one. 

A story is related by Herodotus of a remark- 
able escape made by Arion at sea, which 00- 
curred during the reign of Alyattes, the fathei 
of CrcBSus. We will give the story as Herod* 
otns relates it, leaving the reader to judge toi 
himself whether such tales were probably true, 
01 were only introduced i>y Herodotus into hii 
narrative to make bis histories more entertain- 
ing to the Orecian assemblies to whom he read 
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them. Arion was a celebrated singer. He hai 
Deen making a tour in Sicily and in the scmth* 
»m part of Italy, where he had acquired con 
fiderable wealth, and he was now returning to 
Corinth. He embarked at Tarentum, which is 
a city in the southern part of Italy, in a Co- 
rinthian vessel, and put to sea. When the sail 
ors found that they had him in their power, they 
determined to rob and murder him. They ac- 
cordingly seized his gold and silver, and then 
told him that he might either kill himself or 
jump overboard into the sea. One or the other 
he must do. If he would kill himself on board 
the vessel, they would give him decent burial 
when they reached the shore. 

Arion seemed at first at a loss how to decide 
in so hard an alternative. At length he told 
the sailors that he would throw himself into the 
•ea, but he asked permission to sing them one 
of his songs before he took the fatal plunge 
They consented. He accordingly went into th« 
cabin, and spent some time in dressing himself 
magnificently in the splendid and richly-oma. 
mented robes in which he had been accustom- 
ed to appear upon the stage. At length he re- 
appaared, and took his position on the side of 
the ship, with his harp in his hand. He aang 
o 
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his song, aooompanying himself upon the haip, 
and then, when he had finished his perfonn* 
tnoe, he leaped into the sea. The seamen di 
rided their plunder and pursued their voyage. 
Arion, however, instead of being drowned, 
was taken up by a dolphin that had been charm- 
ed by his song, and was borne by him to Tcb- 
narus, which is the promontory formed by the 
southern extremity of the Peloponnesus. There 
Arion landed in safety. From Teenarus he pro« 
oeeded to Corinth, wearing the same dress in 
which he had plunged into the sea. On his ar« 
rival, he complained to the king of the crime 
which the sailors had committed, and narrated 
his wonderful escape. The king did not be- 
lieve him, but put him in prison to wait until 
the ship should arrive. "Wlien at last the ves- 
sel came, the king summoned the sailors into 
his presence, and asked them if they knew any 
thing of Arion. Arion himself had been pre* 
viously placed in an adjoining room, ready to 
be called in as soon as his presence was requir- 
ed. The mariners answered to the question 
which the king put to them, that they bad seen 
Arion in Tarentum, and that they bad left him 
there. Arion was then himself called in. His 
sodden appearance, clothed as he was in tht 
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Mine dress in whioh the. mariners had seen him 
leap into the sea, so terrified the consoienoe* 
stricken criminals, that they confessed their 
guilt, and were all punished by the king. A 
marble statue, representing a man seated upon 
a dolphin, was erected at Teenarus to commem- 
orate this event, where it remained for centu- 
ries afterward, a monument of the wonder which 
Arion had achieved. 

At length Alyattes died and Crossus 8ac> 
oeeded him. Croesus extended still further the 
power and fame of the Lydian empire, and was 
for a time very successfol in all his military 
schemes. By looking upon the map, the read- 
er will see that the ^gean Sea, along the 
coasts of Asia Minor, is studded with islands. 
These islands were in those days very fertile 
and beautiful, and were densely inhabited by a 
commercial and maritime people, who possessed 
a multitude of ships, and were very powerful in 
all the adjacent seas. Of course their land 
forces were very few, whether of horse or of 
foot, as the habits and manners of such a sea- 
gdng people were all foreign to modes of wat' 
fare required in land campaigns. On the sea, 
however, these islanders were supreme. 

Cnwns formed a scheme for attacking these 
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klands and bringing them under his sway, and 
he began to make preparations for building and 
equipping a fleet for this purpose, though, of 
eonrse, his subjects were as unused to the sea 
as the nautioal islanders were to military oper- 
ations on the land. While he was making 
these preparations, a certain philosopher was 
fisiting at his oourt : he was one of the seven 
wise men of Greece, who had recently come 
from the Peloponnesus. Croesus asked him if 
there was any news from that country. '^I 
heard," said the philosopher, ^' that the inhab* 
itants of the islands were preparing to invade 
your dominions with a squadron of ten thou- 
sand horse." Croesus, who supposed that the 
philosopher was serious, appeared greatly pleas- 
ed and elated at the prospect of his sea-faring 
enemies attempting to meet him as a body of 
cavalry. "No doubt," said the philosopher, 
after a little pause, " you would be pleased to 
have those sailors attempt to contend with yo«i 
(Ml horseback ; but do you not suppose that thej 
will be equally pleased at the prospect of eih 
oountering Lydian landsmen on the ocean ?^ 

Croesus perceived the aosurdity of his plan, 
and abandoned the attempt to execute it. 

CroBsus acquired the enormous wealth foi 
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whioh he was so oelebrated from the goldea 
MUids of the River Paotolus, whioh flowed 
tbrom^ his kingdom. The river brought the 
particles of gold, in grainsi and globaies, and 
flakes, from the mountains above, and the ser* 
vants and slaves of Croesus washed the sands, 
and thus separated the heavier deposit of the 
metal. In respeot to the origin of the gcdd, 
however, the people who lived upon the banks 
of the river had a different explanation from the 
simple one that the waters brought down the 
treasure from the mountain ravines. They had 
a story that, ages before, a certain king, named 
Midas, rendered some service to a god, who, in 
Btnm, offered to grant him any favor that ho 
.night ask. Midas asked that the power might 
be granted him to turn whatever he touched 
into gold. The power was bestowed, and Mi- 
das, after changing various objects around him 
into gold until he was satisfied, began to find 
ais new acquisition a source of great inconven- 
ionoo and danger. His clothes, his food, and 
ofon his drink, were changed to gold when ho 
toQohod them. He found that he was about to 
starve in the midst of a world of treasure, and 
he imphnred the god to take back the fatal gift. 
The god directed him to go and bathe in the 
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PaotoluBi and he should be restored to his foi^- 
mer condition. Midas did so, and was savedi 
bat not without transforming a great portion of 
the sands of the stream into gold daring the 
process of his re8torati^n. 

CroBSUs thus attained quite speedily to a rerj 
high degree of wealth, prosperity, and renowa 
His dominions were widely extended ; his pal- 
aoes were full of treasures ; his court was a 
scene of unexampled magnificence and splen- 
dor. While in the enjoyment of all this gran- 
deur, he was ybited by Solon, the celebrated 
Grecian law-giver, who was traveling in thai 
part of the world to observe the institutions and 
customs of different states. Croesus received 
Solon with great distinction, and showed him 
all his treasures. At last he one day said to 
him, '^You have traveled, Solon, over many 
countries, and have studied, with a great deal 
ct attention and care, all that you have seen 
I have heard great commendations of your wi» 
lorn, and I should like very much to know who, 
if all the persons you have ever known, has 
saamad to you most fortunate and happy.** 

The king had no doubt that the answer would 
be that he himself was the one. 

** I tiiink," replied Solon, after a pause, << thai 
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Tallns, an Athenian oitizan, was the moat for- 
innate and happy man I have ever known.** 

''Tellna, an Athenian!" repeated Crc»niai 
Murpriaed. '^ What was there in hia ease whidi 
foa oonaider so remarkalle?" 

''He was a peaoeinl and qoiet oitiien of 
Athens," said Solon^ '* He liyed happily with 
his fiunily, nnder a most excellent goTemment, 
enjoying for many years all the pleasures of do> 
mestio life. He had several amiable and vir- 
tnons ohildren, who all grew np to maturity, 
and loyed and honored their parents as long as 
they liyed. At length, when his life was draw 
ing toward its natxtral termination, a war broke 
out with a neighboring nation, and Tellns went 
with the army to defend his oonntry. He aided 
▼ery essentially in the defeat of the enemy, but 
fell, at last, on the field of battle. His oonn^ 
trymen greatly .lamented his death. They 
bnried him publicly where he fell, with cTery 
eironmstance of honor." 

Solon was proceeding to recount the domes 
tio and social virtues of Tellus, and the peace* 
fcd happiness which he enjoyed as the resull 
•f them, when Cicbsus interrupted him to ask 
who, next to Tellus, he considered the most 
Ibrtanate and happy man. 
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Solon, after a little farther refleotkniy men* 
Cloned two brodiers, Cleobis and Bito, priyatc 
persons among the Greeks, who were celebrated 
kn their great personal strength, and also for 
their devoted attachment to their mother. He 
related to Crcesns a story of a feat they per- 
formed on one occasion, when their mother, at 
the celebration of some public festival, was 
going some miles to a temple, in a car to be 
drawn by oxen. There happened to be some 
delay in bringing the oxen, while the mother 
was waiting in the car. As the oxen did not 
come, the young men took hold of the pole of 
the oar themselves, and walked off at their ease 
with the load, amid the acclamations of the spec- 
tators, while their mother's heart was filled with 
exultation and pride. 

CrcBsus here interrupted the philosopher 
again, and expressed his surprise that he should 
place private men, like those whom he had 
named, who possessed no wealdi, or prominence, 
or power, before a monarch like him, occupying 
1 station of such high* authority and renown, 
and piissessing such boundless treasures. 

<* Croesus," replied Solon, ^^I see you now, 
Indeed, at the height of human power and gran- 
deur Yon reign suinreme over many nation^ 
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and yon are in the enjoyment of nnbonnded 
afflnenoe, and every speoies of luxury and splen- 
dor. I can not, however, deckle whether I am 
to consider yon a fortunate and happy man, 
antil I know how all this is to end. If we coiw 
aider seventy years as the allotted period of life, 
you have a large portion of your existence yet 
to come, and we can not with certainty pro- 
nounce any man happy till his life is ended.'' 

This conversation with Solon made a deep 
impression upon Croesus's mind, as was after- 
ward proved in a remarkable manner ; but the 
impression was not a pleasant or a salutary 
one. The king, however, suppressed for the 
time the resentment which the presentation of 
these unwelcome truths awakened within him, 
though he treated Solon afterward with indif- 
ference and neglect, so that the philosopher soon 
found it best to withdraw. 

CrcBsus had two sons. One was u«af and 
dumb. The other was a young man of uncom* 
mon promise, and, of course, as he only could 
succeed his father in the government of the 
kingdom, he was naturally an object of the 
king's particular attention and care. His name 
was Atys. He was unmarried. He was, how- 
ever, old enough to have the command of a oon 
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■iderable body of troops, and he had often diatin^ 
gniahed himself in the Lydianoampaigna. One 
night the king had a dream about Atys which 
greatly alarmed him. He dreamed- that liis 
son was destined to die of a wound reoeived 
from' the point of an iron spear. The king was 
made Tory uneasy by this ominous dream. He 
determined at onoe to take erery preoaution in 
his power to avert the threatened danger. He 
immediately detaohed Atys from his command 
in the army, and made provision for his mar- 
riage. He then very carefully collected all 
the darts, javelins, and every other iron-pointed 
weapon that he oould find about the palace, and 
caused them to be deposited carefrdly in a se- 
cure place, where there could be no danger even 
of an accidental injury from them. 

About that time there appeared at the court 
oi CroDsus a stranger from Phrygia, a neigh- 
boring state, who presented himself at the pal- 
ace and asked for protection. He was a prince 
sf tih6 royal family of Phrygia, and his name 
was Adrastus. He had had the misfortune, 
bj some unh^>py accident, to kill his brother ; 
his frtther, in consequence of it, had banished 
him frwn his native land, and he was nowhome* 
less, friendless, and destitute. 
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CrcBsns reooived him kindly ** Your family 
have always been my friends/' said he, ^'and I 
am glad of the opportmiity to make some i»> 
turn by extending my protection to any member 
of it snifering misfortune. Yon shall reside in 
my palaooy and all your wants shall be supplied. 
Come in, and forget the calamity whioh has 
befallen yon, instead of distressing yourself with 
it as if it had been a crime." 

Thus CrcBsus received the unfortunate Adras- 
tos into his household. After the prince had 
been domiciliated in his new home for some 
time, messengers came from Mysia, a neighbor- 
ing state, saying that a wild boai of enormous 
size and unusual ferocity had come down from 
the mountains, and was lurking in the cultivated 
country, in thickets and glens, from which, at 
night, he made great havoc among the flocks 
and herds, and asking that Cronus would send 
his son, with a band of hunters and a pack of 
dogs, to help them destroy the common enemy 
CroDSUS consented immediately to send the dogi 
and the men, but he said that he could not send 
his son. ^< My son,'' he added, '< has been lately 
married, and his time and attention are em- 
oloyed about other things." 

When, however, Atys himself heard of this 
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reply, he remonstrated very earnestly againsi 
it, and begged his father to allow him to go 
<< What will the world think of me," said he 
'<if I shut myself np to these effeminate pur 
suits and enjoyments, and shnn those dangers 
and toils whioh other men consider it their 
highest honor to share ? What will my fellow- 
citizens think of me, and how shall I appear in 
the eyes of my wife ? She will despise me." 

Croesus then explained to his son the reason 
why he had been so oarefiil to avoid exposing 
him to danger. He related to him the dream 
whioh had alarmed him. ^'It is on that ao- 
eount," said he, ''that I am so anxious about 
you. You are, in fact, my only son, for your 
speechless brother can ncTor be my heir." 

Atys said, in reply, that he was not surprised, 
under those circumstances, at his father's anx- 
iety ; but he maintained that this was a case 
to whioh his caution could not properly apply 
.^'You dreamed," he said, ''that I should be 
killed by a weapon pointed with iron; but a 
boar has no such weapon. If the dream had 
portended that I was to perish by a tusk or a 
tooth, you might reasonably haTe restrained roe 
from going to hunt a wild beast; but iron-point- 
ed iostrumenti are the wei^ns of meo, and we 
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are not going, in this expediticnii to oontend 
with men.^ 

The king, partly conyinoed, perhaps, by the 
irgoments whioh Atys offered, and partly OTer* 
borne by the nrgenoy of. his request, finally oon^ 
tented to his request and allowed him to go. 
He oonsigned him, however, to the speoial oare 
of Adrastos, who was likewise to aooompany 
the expedition, charging Adrastos to keep con- 
stantly by his side, and to watch oTcr him with 
the utmost vigilance and fidelity. 

The band of hnntsmen was organized, the 
dogs prepared, and the train departed. Very 
soon afterward, a messenger came back from 
the hunting ground, breathless, and witii a coun- 
tenance of extreme ccmcem and terror, bring- 
jig the dreadful tidings that Atys was dead. 
Adrastus hunself had killed him. In the ardor 
of the chase, while the huntsmen had sor- 
rounded the boar, and were each intent on his 
•wn personal danger while in close combat with 
iooh a monster, and all were hurling darts and 
{avelins at their ferocious foe, the spear of 
Adrastus missed its aim, and entered the bodj 
of the unhappy prince. He bled to death <» 
the qpot 

Soon after the messenger had made known 
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these terrible tidingSy the hunting train, trans- 
formed now into a funeral procession, appeared, 
bearing the dead body of the king's son, and 
followed by the wretched Adrastns himself, whe 
was wringing his hands, and crying ont inces- 
santly in accents and exclamations of despair. 
He begged the king to kill him at once, OTer 
the body of his son, and thns put an eAd to the 
nnntterable agony that he endured. This sec- 
ond calamity was more, he said, than he could 
bear. He had killed before his own brother, 
and now he had murdered the son of his great> 
est benefactor and friend. 

Croesus, though overwhelmed with anguish 
was disarmed of all resentment at witnessing 
Adrastus's suffering. He endeavored to soothe 
and quiet the agitation which the unhappy man 
endured, but it was in vain. Adrastus could 
not be calmed. Croesus then ordered the body 
of his son to be buried with proper honors. The 
{uneral services were performed with great and 
•olemn oeremonies, and when the body was in* 
terred, the household of Croesus returned to the 
palace, which was now, in spite of all its splen- 
dor, shrouded in gloom. That night— «t mid- 
night— -Adrastus, finding his mental anguish 
insupportable retired from his apartment to 
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the place where Atye had been bnriedi and 
killed himself oyer the grare. 

Solon was wise in saying that he ooold not 
tell whedier wealth and grandeur were to be 
aoooonted as happiness till he saw how they 
wonld end. Croesus was plunged into incon- 
solable grief, and into extreme dejection and 
misery for a period of two years, in consequence 
of this calamity, and yet this calamity was only 
the beginning of the end. 
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CSAPTBR V. 

A0CE8810N OP Cyrus to thb Tbrobb. 

WHILE Crcesiis had thus, on his side of 
the BiTer Halys— whioh was the stream 
that marked the bomidary between the Lydian 
empire on the west and Ihe Persian and Assyr- 
ian dominicms on the east — been empbyed in 
building up his grand stmotnre of outward 
magnifioenoe and splendor, and in oontending, 
withini against an overwhelming tide of domes- 
tio misery and woe, great changes had taken 
plaoe in the situation and prospects of Cyras 
From being an artless and generoos-mhided 
ohild, he had beoome a calculating, ambitions, 
and aspiring man, and he was preparing to take 
his part in the great public ocmtests and stmg^ 
gles of the day, with the same eagerness for 
•elf-aggrandixement, and the same unoonoera 
for the welfare and happiness of others, which 
always eharaoterixes the spirit of ambitioo and 
lore of power. 

Although it is by no means eertain that what 
Xenophon relates of his visit to his grandfather 
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\«tyages is meant for a trae nanratiye of facts, 
.t is not at all improbable that snoh a visit 
mig^t haTe been made, and that oooarrenoes, 
■omewhat similar, at least, to those whioh his 
aarratiTe reoords, may hare taken place. It 
may seem strange to the reader that a man who 
should, at one time, wish to pnt his grandchild 
to death, should, at another, be disposed to treat 
him with such a profusion of kindness and at- 
tention. There is nothing, howcTcr, really ex- 
traordinary in this. Nothing is more fluctuat- 
ing than the caprice of a despot Man, accus- 
tomed from infancy to govern those around him 
by his own impetuous will, never learns self- 
control. He gives himself up to the dominion 
of the passing animal emotions of the hour. It 
may be jealousy^ it may be revenge, it may be 
parental fondness, it may be hate, it may be 
love— -whatever the feeling is that the various 
incidents of life, as they occur, or the influ* 
ences, irritating or exhilarating, which are pnk- 
iuoed by food or wine, awaken in his mind, he 
follows its impulse blindly and without resei ve. 
He loads a favorite with kindness and caresses 
•t one hour, and directs his assassinatbn the 
Mxt He imagines that his infant grandchild 
Is to become his rival, and he deliberately or 
9 
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dan him to be left in a gloomy forest aloney to 
die of oold and hanger. When the imaginary 
danger has passed away, he seeks amusement 
hi making tiie same grandchild his plaything, 
and overwhelms him with favors bestowed sole* 
ly for the gratification of the giTor, under the 
influenoe of an affection almost as purely ani* 
mal as that of a lioness for her young. 

Favors of such a sort can awaken no perma 
nent gratitude in any heart, and thus it is quite 
possible that Cyrus might have evinced, during 
the simple and guileless days of his childhood, 
a deep veneration and affection for his grand- 
father, and yet, in subsequent years, when he 
had arrived at full maturity, have learned to 
regard him simply in the light of a great polit- 
ical potentate, as likely as any other potentate 
around him to beoome his rival or his enemy. 

This was, at all events, the result Cyrus, 
on his return to Persia, grew rapidly in strength 
and stature, and soon became highly diitin- 
guished for his personal grace, his winning 
manners, and for the various martial aooom* 
plishmenta idiioh he had acquired in Media, 
and in idiieh he excelled almost all his compan* 
ioBSL He gained, as suoh princes always do, a 
vaei aseendenfl) ^ver tlie minds of aH 
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bim. As htt advanced toward matnrityi hia 
mind passed from its interest in gamesi and 
banting, and athletic sports, to plans of war, of 
•mquest, and of extended dominion. 

In the mean time, Harpagos, though he had, 
at the time when he endnred the horrid punish- 
ment which Astyages inflicted upon him, ex- 
pressed no resentment, still he had secretly felt 
an extreme indignation and anger, and he had 
now, for fifteen years, been nourishing ooyert 
schemes and plans for revenge. He remained 
all this time in the court of Astyages, and was 
apparently his friend. He was, however, in 
heart a most bitter and implacable enemy. He 
was looking continually for a plan or prospect 
which should promise some hope of affording 
him his long-desired revenge. His eyes were 
naturally turned toward Cyrus. He kept up a 
communication ¥dth him so far as it was pos- 
sible, for Astyages watched very closely what 
passed between the two countries, being always 
suspicious of plots against his government an4 
erown. Harpagus, however, contrived to evad< 
this vigilance in some degree. He made oo» 
tinual reports to Cyrus of the tyranny and mis- 
fovemment of Astyages, and of the defenseleas- 
o^ the realm ef Media, and he endeavored 
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to stimulate his rising ambition to the desire of 
one day possessing for himself both the MediaD 
•nd Persian throne. 

In fisMty Persia was not then independent of 
Media. It was more or less oonneoted with the 
goTemment of Astyages, so that Cambyses, the 
ehief mlei of Persia, Cyros's fitther, is oalled 
sometimes a king and sometimes a satrapf 
whioh last title is equivalent to that of vioeroy 
or governor general. Whatever his true and 
proper title may have been, Persia was a Me- 
dian dependenoy, and Cyrus, therefore, in form- 
ing plans for gaining possession of the Median 
throne, would consider himself as rather endeav- 
oring to rise to the supreme command in his 
own native country, than as projecting any 
soheme for foreign conquest 

Harpagus, too, looked upon the subject in the 
same light. Accordingly, in pushing forward 
his plots toward their execution, he operated in 
Media as well as Persia. He ascertained, bj 
diligent and sagacious, but by very covert in- 
quiries, who were discontented and ill at ease 
tmder the dominion of Astyages, and by syicpa- 
thizing with and encouraging them, he in or ea s 
ed their discontent and insubmission. When- 
ever Astyages, in the exercise of his t]rranay. 
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inflicted an injury upon a powerful snbjeoti 
Harpagus espoused the cause of the injured 
man, oondemned, with him, the intolerable op> 
pression of the king, and thus fixed and peipe^ 
aated his enmity. At the same time, he took 
pains to collect and to disseminate among the 
Modes all the information which he could ob- 
tain favorable to Cyrus, in respect to his talents, 
his character, and his just and generous spirit, 
so that, at length, the ascendency of Astyages, 
through the instrumentality of these measures, 
was very extensively undermined, and the wa} 
was rapidly becoming prepared for Cyrus's ac- 
cession to power. 

During all this time, moreover, Harpagus 
was personally very deferential and obsequious 
to Astyages, and professed an unbounded devot- 
edness to his interests. He maintained a high 
rank at court and in the army, and Astyages 
relied upon him as one of the most obedient and 
submissive of his servants, without entertaining 
Any suspicion whatever of his true designs. 

At length a favorable occasion arose, as Har« 
pagus thought, for the execution of his plana 
It was at a time when Astyages had been guilty 
of some unusual acts of tyrannr and oppression, 
by which he had produced extensive dissfttii^ 

27—9 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



130 Cteus thb Oebat. [30.560 



wtltmmCftm 



factum among his people. Harpagos oommii* 
nioated, rery oantioiialyi to the prinoipal men 
aroand himi the designs that he had long beep 
fonning for depomng Astyages and elevating 
Cyrus in his place. He found them fayorabl} 
Inclined to the plan. The way being thns pre- 
paredi the next thing was to contriye some se- 
cret way of conmranicating with Cyras. As 
the proposal whidi he was going to make was 
that Cyrus shonld come into Media with as 
great a force as he could conmiandy and head 
an insurrection against the goTcmment of As- 
tyages, it wooldi of coarse, be death to him to 
haTc it discoTcred. He did not dare to trast 
the message to any living messenger, for fear 
of betrayal ; nor was it safe to send a letter 
by any ordinary mode of transmission, lest the 
letter shoald be intercepted by some of Astya^ 
ges's spies, and thas the whole plot be discov- 
ered. He finally adopted the following very ex- 
traordinary plan : 

He wrote a letter to Cyras, and then taking 
a hare, which scmie of his hantsmen had caa|^ 
for him, he opened the body and concealed the 
letter irithin. He then sewed up the sUb 
again in the meat earefal manner, so that no 
signs of the incision shoald remain. He dsliv- 
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ered this hare, together with some nets and 
•ther hunting apparatus, to certain trustworthy 
lerrants, on whom he thought he oould reiy, 
charging them to deliver the hare into Cyrus's 
own hands, and to say that it came firom Har« 
pagus, and that it was the request of Harpague 
that Cyrus should open it himself and akme 
Harpagus conoluded that this mode of making 
the oommunioation was safe ; for, in oase the 
persons to whom the hare was intrusted were 
to be seen by any of the spies or other persons 
employed by Astyages on the frontiers, they 
would consider them as hunters returning from 
the chase with their game, and would never 
think of examining the body of a hare, in the 
hands of such a party, in search after a clan- 
destine correspondence. 

The plan was perfectly successful. The men 
passed into Persia without any suspicion. They 
delivered the hare to Cyrus, with their message 
He opened the hare, and found the letter. Il 
Rras in substance as follows : 

** It is plain, Cyrus, that you are a favoritt 
of Heaven, and that you are destined to a great 
and glorious career* You could not otherwise 
have escaped, in so miraculous a manner, the 
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OMditated yonr death, and he took snoh meat- 
nree to effect it at wonld seem to hare made 
fonr destraotion snre. Yon were saTod by the 
speoial interposition of Heaven. Yon are aware 
by what extraordinary incidents yon were pr^ 
serred and discoyered, and what groat and nn- 
nsnal prosperity has sinoe attended yon. Yon 
knoWy toO| what omel pnnishments Astyages 
inflioted npon me, for my hnmanity in saring 
yon. The time has now oome for retribution. 
Prom this time the anthority and the dominions 
of Astyages may be yonrs. Persnade the Per- 
sians to roToll Pnt yourself at the head of an 
army. aiU march into Media. I shall probably 
myself be appointed to command the army sent 
snt to oppose yon. If so, we will join onr finroes 
#hen we meet, and I will enter yonr serrice. 
[ hare omferred with the leading nobles in Me- 
dia, and they are all read> to eqx>nse yonr 
canse. Yon may rely npon finding eyery thing 
thns prepared £nr yon here; come, tfaerefare, 
vithont any delay'' 

Cyms was thrown into a fever of ezcitemsBt 
and agitation on reading this letter. Eb de- 
termined to accede to Harpagns's proposal He 
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reirolTed in his mind for some time iho meas- 
ares by which he oould raise the necessary 
ibroe. Of coarse he could not openly announce 
his plan and enlist an army to effect it, for any 
avowed and public movement of that kind 
would be immediately made known to Astya- 
ges, whO| by being thus forewarned of Us ene- 
mies' designs, might take effectual measures to 
circumvent them. He determined to resort to 
deceit, or, as he called it, stratagem ; nor did 
he probably have any distinct perception of the 
wrongfulness of such a mode of proceeding. 
The demon of war upholds and justifies fiedse- 
hood and treachery, in all its forms, on the part 
of his votaries. He always applauds a forgery, a 
false pretense, or a lie : he calls it a stratagem. 
Cyrus had a letter prepared, in the form of a 
commission from Astyages, appointing him com- 
mander of a body of Persian forces to be raised 
for the service of the king. Cyrus read the 
fabricated document in the public assembly of 
the Persians, and called upon all the warriors 
to join him. When they were organised, he 
ordered them to assemble on a certain day, at 
a place that he named, each one provided with 
a woodman's ax. When they were thus mus- 
tered« be marched them into a forests and set 
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them at work to okar a pieoe of ground. The 
army toiled all day, felling the trees, and piling 
then: up to be burned. They cleared in thia 
way, as Herodotus states, a pieoe of ground 
eighteen or twenty furlongs in extent. Cyrus 
kep^ them thus engaged in seyere and incessant 
toil all the day, giving them, too, only coarse 
food and little rest At night he dismissed them, 
commanding them to assemble again the sec- 
ond day. 

On the second day, when they came togeth- 
eri they found a great banquet prepared for 
them, and Cyrus directed them to devote the 
day to feasting and making merry. There was 
tn abundance of meats of all kinds, and rich 
wines in great profusion. The soldiers gave 
themselves up for the whole day to merriment 
and revehry. The toils and the hard fare of the 
day before had prepared them very effectually 
to Mijoy the rest and the luxuries of this festi- 
val They spent the hours in feasting about 
their camp-fires and reclining on the grass^ 
where they amused themselves and one anothei 
^y relating tales, or joining in merry songs and 
dances. At last, in the evening, Cyrus called 
them together, and asked them which day they 
bad liked the best They replied that tbeif 
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was nothing at all to ike in the one, and noth- 
ing to be disliked in the other. They had badf 
on the first day, hard work and bad fare, and 
m the second, uninterrupted ease and the most 
(uxnrions pleasures. 

*^It is indeed so,'' said Cyrus, ^^and yon 
have your destiny in your own hands to make 
your lives pass like either of these days, just as 
you choose. If you will follow me, you will en- 
joy ease, abundance, and luxury. If you re- 
fuse, you must remain as you are, and toil on 
as you do now, and endure your present priva- 
tions and hardships to the end of your days." 
He then explained to them his designs. He 
told them that although Media was a great and 
powerful kingdom, still that they were as good 
soldiers as the Modes, and with the arrange- 
ments and preparations which he had made, 
they were sure of victory. 

The soldiers received this proposal with great 
enthusiasm and joy. They declared themselves 
fieady to follow Cyrus wherever he should lead 
them, and the whole body immediately com- 
menced making preparations for the expedition 
Astyages was, of course, soon' informed of thcM 
proceedings. He sent an crder to Cyrus, sum- 
moning him inmiediately into his presence 



Digitized 



by Google 



138 Cyevb thb Grbat. [B.C. 560 



Cyras sent back word, in reply, that Astyages 
would probably see him sooner than be wished, 
tnd went on vigorously with his preparations 
When all was ready, the army marched, and, 
srossing the frontiers, they entered into Media. 

In the mean time, Astyages had collected a 
large force, and, as had been anticipated by the 
conspirators, he put it under the command of 
Harpagus. Harpagus made known his design 
of going over to Cyrus as soon as he should 
meet him, to as large a portion of the army as 
he thought it prudent io admit to his confi- 
dence ; the rest knew nothing of the plan ; and 
thus the Median army advanced to meet the 
invaders, a part of the troops with minds intent 
on resolutely meeting and repelling their ene- 
mies, while the rest were secretly preparing to 
go over at once to their side. 

When the battle was joined, the honest part 
of the Median army fought valiantly at first, 
but soon, thunderstruck and utterly confounded 
at seeing themselves abandoned and betrayed 
by a large body of their comrades, they were 
Msily overpowered by the triumphant Persians. 
Some were taken prisoners ; some fled back to 
Astyages ; and others, following the example d 
the deserters, went over to Cyrus's oamp and 
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swelled the numbers of his train. Cyras, that 
re-enforced by the ax)ceesions he had received, 
and enconraged by the flight or dispersion of aL 
who still wished to oppose hinii began to ad- 
vance toward the capital. 

Astyages, when he heard of the defection of 
Harpagos and of the discomfitore of his army, 
was thrown into a perfect phrensy of rage and 
hate. The long-dreaded prediction of his dream 
seemed now about to be fulfilled, and the magi, 
who had taught him that when Cyrus had once 
been made king of the boys in sport, there was 
no longer any danger of his aspiring to regal 
power, had proved themselves fiedse. They had 
either intentionally deceived him, or they were 
ignorant themselves, and in that case they were 
worthless impostors. Although the danger firom 
Cyrus's approach was imminent in the extreme, 
Astyages could not take any measures for 
guarding against it until he had first gratified 
the despotic cruelty of his nature by taking ven- 
geance on these false pretenders. He directed 
to have them all seized and brought befor<i him, 
and then, having upbraided them with bittei 
reproaches for their false predictionsi he order 
ed them all to be crucified. ' 

Ha then adopted the most daoiaive measoret 
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for raiting an army. He ordered every man 
capable of bearing arms to come forward, and 
then, patting himself at the head of the fan* 
mense foroe which he had thus raised, he ad* 
vanoed to meet his enemy. He sappoeed, no 
doubt, that he was sore of victory ; but he un- 
derrated the power which the discipline, tht 
resolution, the concentration, and the terrible 
energy of Cyrus's troops gave to theb formida* 
ble array. He was defeated. His army was 
totally cut to pieces, and he himself was taken 
prisoner. 

Harpagus was present when he was taken, 
and he exulted in revengeful triumph over the 
fallen tyrant's ruin. Astyages was fiUed with 
rage and despair. Harpagus asked him what 
he thought now of the supper in which he had 
compelled a father to feed on the flesh of his 
child. Astyages, in reply, asked Harpagut 
whether he thought that ihe success of Cyrus 
was owing to what he had done. Harpagus 
replied that it was, and exultingly explained to 
Astyages the plots he had formed, and the prepa* 
rations which he had made for Cyrus's invasion, 
so that Ajrtyages might see that his destme 
tion had been effected by Harpagus alone, in 
terrible retribution for the atrocious crime which 
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he had oommitted so many years before, and 
for which the vengeance of the sufferer had 
slumbered, during the long interval, only to be 
siore complete and overwhelming at last 

Astyages told Harpagus that he was a mis- 
arable wretch, the most foolish and most wicked 
of mankind. He was the most foolish, for hav- 
ing plotted to put power into another's hands 
which it would have been just as easy for him 
to have secured and retained in his own ; and 
he was the most wicked, for having betrayed 
his country, and delivered it over to a foreign 
power, merely to gratify his own private re- 
venge. 

The result of this battle was the complete 
overthrow of the power and kingdom of Asty- 
ages, and the establishment of Cyrus on the 
throne of the united kingdom of Media and Per- 
sia. Cyrus treated his grandfather with kind- 
ness after his victory over him. He kept him 
oonfined, it is true, but it was probably that in- 
iirect and qualified sort of confinement which 
b all that is usually enforced in the case of 
princes and kings. In such cases, some exten- 
five and often sumptuous residence is assigned 
to the illustrious prisoner, with grounds suf- 
6oiently extensive to afford every necessary 
10 
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range for reoreation and exeroise, and with 
bodies of troops for keepers, which hare much 
more the form and appearance of militarjf 
gnards of honor attending on a prince, than of 
jailers confining a prisoner. It was probably 
in such an imprisonment as this that Astyagea 
passed the remainder of Us days. The people, 
haTing been wearied with his despotic tyranny, 
rejoiced in his downfall, and acqniesced very 
readily in the milder and ihore equitable goT- 
emment of Cyrus. 

Astyages came to Us death many yean aft- 
erward, in a somewhat remarkable manner. 
Cyrus sent for him to come into Persia, where 
he was himself then residing. The officer who 
had Astyages in charge, conducted him, on the 
way, into a desolate wilderness, where he per- 
ished of fatigue, exposure, and hunger. It was 
supposed that this was done in obedience to se- 
oret orders firom Cyrus, who perhaps found the 
charge of such a prisoner a burden. The offi- 
eer, however, was cruelly punished for the aot ; 
hut cTcn this may hare been only for ajqpear* 
■noes, to divert the minds of men firom §31 mu^ 
pioion that Cyrus could himself hare been an 
aeomnplioa in sooh a orime. 

The whola revolution wUoh has been dessribt 
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ed in thi9 ohapter, from its first inoeption to its 
final accomplishment, was effected in a Tery 
short period of time, and Cyrus thus found him- 
self very unexpectedly and suddenly elevated to 
% throne. 

Harpagus continued in his service, and be- 
came subsequently one of his most oelebratad 
generals. 
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AS soon as Cyras had become establiBhed 
on his throne as Kmg of the Medes and 
Persians, his influence and power began to ex- 
tend westward towflurd the confines of the em- 
pire of Croesus, king of Lydia. Croesus was 
aroused firom the dejection and stupor into 
which the death of his son had plunged him, as 
related in a former chapter, by this threatening 
danger. He began to consider very earnestly 
what he could do to avert it. 

The River Halys, a great river of Asia Mi- 
nor, which flows northward into the Black Sea, 
was the eastern boundary of the liydian em* 
pire Croesus began to entertain the design of 
raising an army and crossing the Halys, to in- 
vade the empire of Cyrus, thinking that that 
would perhaps be safer policy than to wait for 
Cjrrus to cross the Haiys, and bring the war 
upon him. Still, the enterprise of invading Per- 
sia was a vast undertaking, and the trnponA 
bility great of bein^ the aggressor in tiia oi» 
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test After oarefully considering the subject in 
all its aspeots, Croesus found himself still per 
plexed and undecided. 

The Greeks had a method of looking int« 
futurity, and of ascertaining, as they imagined, 
by supernatural means, the course of future 
events, which was peculiar to that people ; at 
least no other nation seem3 ever to have prac- 
ticed it in the precise form which prevailed 
among them. It was by means of the oracles. 
There were four or five localities in the Gre- 
cian countries which possessed, as the people 
thought, the property of inspiring persons who 
visited them, or of giving to some natural ob- 
ject certain supernatural powers by which fu- 
ture events could be foretold. The three hiost 
important of these oracles were situated re- 
spectively at Delphi, at Dodona, and at the 
Oasis of Jupiter Ammon. 

Delphi was a small town built in a sort of 
▼aUey, shaped like an amphitheater, on tht 
southern side of Mount Parnassus. Mount Par- 
nassus is north of the Peloponnesus, not verj 
far from the shored of the Gulf of Corinth. 
Delphi was in a picturesque and romantic tita- 
•tion, with the mountain behind it, and steep, 
f};recipitou8 rooks descending to the level oouii' 
27—10 
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try before. Theae preoipioea answered instead 
of wailB to defeikd the temple and the town. 
In very early times a cavern or fietore ui the 
nuckn wa^ diaoovered at Delphi, firom which 
there isroed a sueam of gaaeous mpor, whioh 
produced strange eifeote <m those who inhaled 
it. It was supposed to inspire theoEu Pec^ 
resorted to the place to obtain the benefit of 
these inspiraticms, and of the knowledge whioh 
they imagined they could obtain by means of 
them. Finally, a temple was built, and a 
priestess resided constantly in it, to inhale the 
vapor and give the responses. When she gave 
her answers to those who came to consult the 
drade, she sat upon a sort of three-legged stool, 
which was called the sacred tripod. These 
stools were greatly celebrated as a very import- 
ant part of the sacred apparatus of the plaoe. 
This oracle became at last so renowned, that 
the greatest potentates, and even kinga» came 
from great distances to consnlt it, and thej 
made very rich and costly presents at the shriiie 
nrhen they came. These presents, it was sq^ 
iiosed, tended to induce the god who {resided 
over the oracle to give to those who iiMMle them 
ftbvorable and aui^pioious replies. The deity thai 
4iotated the predictions of this oraole was ApoUa 
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There was another droumstaiioe, besidea the 
azisteaoe of the oave, whioh signalled the Id- 
eality where this oracle was sitaated. The 
people believed that this spot was the exaol 
•enter of the earth, which of course they con- 
sidered as one vast plain. There was an an- 
oient story that Jupiter, in order to determine, 
the central point of creation, liberated two ea- 
gles at the same time, in opposite quarters of 
the heavensi that they might fly toward one 
another, and so mark the middle point by the 
place of their meeting. They met at Delphi 

Another of the most celebrated oracles was 
at Dodona. Dodona was northwest of De^>hi, 
in the Epirus, whioh was a country in the 
western part of what i» now Turkey in Europe, 
and on the shores of the Adriatic Sea. The or- 
igin of the oracle at Dodona was, as the priest* 
esses there told Herodotus, as follows : In rery 
ancient times, two black doves were set at lii^ 
^rty in Thebes, which was a very venerable 
sad sacred dtjr of Egypt One flew toward 
the north and the other toward the west The 
fiurmer crossed the Mediterranean, and then 
eontinued its flight over the Peloponnesus, aiKl 
over all the southern provinces <( Greece, trntil 
it readied Dodona. There it alighted cm a 
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beeoh^tree, and said, in a human voice, that 
that spot was divinely appointed for the seat of 
a saored oracle. The other dove flew to the 
Oasis of Jupiter Ammon. 

There were three priestesses at Dodona in 
the days of Herodotus. Their names were Pro- 
menea, Timarete, and Nicandre. The answers 
of the oracle were, for a time, obtained by the 
priestesses from some appearances which they 
observed in the sacred beech on which the dove 
alighted, when the tree was agitated by the 
wind. In later times, however, the responses 
were obtained in a still more singular manner 
Ther») was a brazen statue of a man, holding a 
whip m his hand. The whip had three lashes, 
which were formed of brazen chains. At the 
end of each chain was an astragalus, as it was 
called, which was a row of little knots or knobS| 
such aj were commonly appended to the lashes 
of whips used in those days for scourging crim- 
inals. 

These heavy lashes hung suspended in tha 
kand of the statue over a great brazen caldron, 
tn such a manner that the wind would impel 
them, from time to time, against its sides, caus- 
ing the i3aldron to ring and resound like a gong. 
There was, however, something in this resG 
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nanoe sapemataral and divine ; for, though it 
was not lond, it was very long continued, when 
onoe the margin of the caldion was tonched, 
hofweTer gently, by the lashes. In fact, it was 
ecmunonly said that if tonched in the momingi 
it would be night before the reverberations 
would have died entirely away. Such a belief 
oould be very easily sustained among the com- 
mon people ; for a large, open-mouthed vessel 
Jke the Dodona caldron, with thin sides formed 
of sonorous metal, might be kept in a state of 
continual vibration by the wind alone. 

They who wished to consult this oracle came 
with rich presents both for the priestesses and 
finr the shrine, and when they had made the 
offerings, and performed the preliminary cere- 
monies required, they propounded their ques- 
tions to the priestesses, who obtained the r^ 
plies by interpreting, according to certain rules 
which they had formed, the sounds emitted by 
the mysterious gong. 

The second black dove which took its flight 
from Thebes alighted, as we have already said, 
in the Oasis of Jupiter Ammon. This oasis 
was a small fertile spot in the midst of the des- 
erts of Africa, west of Egypt, about a hundred 
miles from the Nile, and somewhat nearer than 
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that to the Mediterranean Sea. It was first 
discovered in the following manner : A oertaia 
king was marching across the deserts, and his 
army, having exhausted their supplies <^ water, 
were on the point of perishing with thirst, when 
a ram mysteriously appeared, and took a posi- 
tion before them as their guide. They followed 
him, and at length came suddenly upon a green 
and fertile valley, many miles in length. The 
ram conducted them into this valley, and then 
suddenly vanished, and a copious fountain of 
water sprung up in the place irtiere he had 
stood. The king, in gratitude fof this divine 
interposition, consecrated the spot and built a 
temple upon it, which was called the temple of 
Jupiter Ammon. The dove alighted here, and 
ever afterward the oraeles delivered by the 
priests of this temple were o<Mi8i<fered as di- 
vinely inspired. 

These three were the most hnpcHrtant onudea. 
There were, however, many others of sub(»di« 
nate consequence, each of which had its own 
peculiar ceremonies, all senseless and absurd 
At one there was a sort of oven-shaped cave in 
the rocks, the spot being indosed by an arti- 
ficial walL The cave was about six feet wide 
and eight feet deep. The descent into it 
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by a ladder PraTioiisly to omisulting thai mw 
aole certain ceremonies were neoessary, whkli 
it required eoT^nd days to perform. The w^ 
plioant was to offer eacrifioes to maay different 
deities, and to purify himself in Tarious wttya. 
He was then conducted to a stream in the 
neighborhood of the oraole, where he was to be 
anointed and washed. Then he drank a cer- 
tain magioal water, called the water c^ forget* 
folnessy which made him forget all previous eor- 
rows and cares. Afterward he druik of anoth- 
er enchanted cup, '^ich contained the water of 
lemembranoe ; this was to make him remem- 
iMT all diat should be communicated to him in 
tiie caire. He then desoended the ladder, and 
*eoeiTed within tiie cave the respcmses of the 
oracle. 

At another of these oracles, whioh was aita- 
ated in Attica, the magic Tirtue was supposed 
to reside in a certain marble statue, canred in 
honor of an ancient and celebrated prophet, and 
placed in a tempte. Whoever wished to con* 
•nit this Oracle must abstain horn wine for 
three days, and from food of every kind for 
twenty-four hours preceding the application 
He was then to othr a ram as a sacrifice; and 
afterward, taking the skin of the ram from the 
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oaroass, be was to spread it out before the statue 
and lie down npon it to sleep. The answers oi 
the oracle came to him in his dreams. 

Bat to retnm to Croesus. He wished to as> 
oertain, by consnlting some of these oraoleSf 
what the result of his proposed invasion of the 
dominions of Cyrus would be, in case be should 
undertake it ; and in order to determine which 
of the various oracles were most worthy of re- 
liance, be conceived the plan of putting them 
all to a preliminary test. He effected this ob- 
ject in the following manner : 

He dispatched a number of messengers from 
Sardis, his capital, sending one to each of the 
various oracles. He directed these messengers 
to make their several journeys with all conven- 
ient dispatch ; but, in order to provide for any 
oases of accidental detention or delay, be allow- 
ed them all one hundred days to reach their 
several places of destination. On the hundredth 
day from the time of their leaving Sardis, they 
were all to make applications to the oradesi 
and inquire what Crcesus, king of Lydia, was 
ddng at that time. Of course he did not tell 
them what he should be doing ; and as the ora- 
ales themselves could not possibly know how he 
«ras employed by any human powers, their an- 
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swers wotdd seem to test the yalidity of theii 
olaims to powers divine. 

Croesus kept the reokoning of tte days him- 
self with great oare, and at the hoar appointed 
sn the hundredth day, he employed himself in 
boiling the flesh of a turtle and of a lamb to- 
gether in a brazen vessel. The vessel was cov- 
ered with a lid, which was also of brass. He 
then awaited the return of the messengers 
They oame in due time, one after another, 
bringing the replies»whioh they had severally 
obtained. The replies were all unsatisfactory, 
except that of the oracle at Delphi. This an- 
swer was in verse, as, in fact, the responses of 
that oracle always were. The priestess who 
sat upon the tripod was accustomed to give 
the replies in an incoherent and half-intelligible 
manner, as impostors are very apt to do in ut- 
tering prophecies, and then the attendant priests 
and secretaries wrote them out in verse. 

The verse which the messenger brought back 
fifom the Delphic tripod was in Greek; but 
soma idea of its style, and the import of it» is 
MBveyed by the following imitation : 

** I number tae sands, I measoro the sea, 
What's hidden to others is known to me* 
The lamb and the turtle are simmering slow 
With brass abore them and brsm below " 
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Of ooniM) CroMKis deoided that the Delpbio 
Oracle was the one that ha mast rely upon fiw 
goidaBoe in respeot to his projected campaign 
And he now began to prepare to consult it ia 
a manner oorrespondix^ with the vast impcrt- 
ance of the snbjeoti and with his own boond- 
iess wealth. He provided the most extraoidi- 
nary and sumptuous presents. Some of these 
treasures were to be deposited in the temfdci 
as sacred gifts, for permanent preservaticn there. 
Others were to be offeted as a burnt sacrifice in 
hcMior of the god. Among the latter, besides 
an incredible number of living victims, he 
oaused to be prepared a great number of couch- 
es, magnificently decorated with silver and gold, 
and goblets and other vessels of gold, and dresses 
of various kinds richly embroidered, and numer- 
ous other articles, all intended to be used in the 
ceremonies preliminary to his Amplication to the 
oracle. When the time arrived, a vast oon- 
oourse of people assembled to witness the mieo* 
tade. The animals were sacrificed, and the 
people feasted on the flesh; and when these 
oeremonies were concluded, the couches, the 
goblets, the utensils of every kind, the drosses 
every thing, in short, which had been used oa 
the occasion, were heaped up into one great i 
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rifioial pile, and set on fire. Every thing that 
was oombustible was oonsomed, while the gold 
was mel W, and ran into plates of great size, 
whkt were afterward taken oat from the ashea. 
Thus it was the workmanship only of these ar- 
ticles whioh was destroyed and lost by the fire. 
The gold, in which the chief valne consisted, 
was sared. It was gold from the Pactolns. 

Besides these articles, there were others 
made, far more magnificent and costly, for the 
temple itself. There was a silver cistern or 
tank, large enough to hold three thousand gal- 
lons of wine. This tank was to be used by the 
inhabitants of Delphi in their great festivals. 
There was also a smaller cistern, or immense 
goblet, as it might, perhaps, more properly be 
called, which was made of gold. There were 
also many other smaller presents, such as basins, 
vases, and statues, all of silver and gold, and 
of the most costly workmanship. The gold, 
too, which had been taken firom the fire, waa 
east again, a part of it being formed into the 
image of a lion, and the rest into large plates 
of metal for the lion to stand upcm. The image 
was tiben set up up^ the plates, within the pre* 
ainetB €i the temple. 

There was <»ie piece of statuary whidi Cr<r* 
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tnn presented to the<»raole at Delphi, which wasi 
in some respects, more extraordinary than any 
•f the rest It was called the bread-maker. It 
iras an image representing a woman, a servant 
in the household of Crcesns, whose business it 
was to bake the bread. The reason that in- 
duced Croesus to honor this bread-maker with 
a statue of gold was, that on one occasion du- 
ring his childhood she had saved his life. The 
mother of Croesus died when he was young, 
and his father married a second time. The 
second wife wished to have some one of her 
children, instead of Croesus, succeed to her hus- 
band's throne. In order, therefore, to remove 
Croesus out of the way, she prepared some 
poison and gave it to the bread-maker, instruct- 
ing her to put it into the bread which Croesus 
was to eat. The bread-maker received the pois- 
on and promised to obey. But, instead of doing 
■o, she revealed the intended murder to Croesus, 
and gave the poison to the queen's own children. 
bi gratitude for this fidelity to him, Croesus, 
Wden he came to the throne, caused this statue 
to be made, and now he placed it at DelphL 
where he supposed it would forever remaia 
The memory of his faithful servant was indeed 
immortalized by the measure* though the statue 
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itself, as well as all these other treasares, in pro- 
cess of time disappeared. In fact, statues of 
brass or of marble generally make far more da- 
table monuments than statues of gold ; and no 
structure or object of art is likely to be very per- 
manent among mankind unless the workman- 
ship is worth more than the material. 

Croesus did not proceed himself to Delphi 
with these presents, but sent them by the hands 
of trusty messengers, who were instructed to 
perform the ceremonies required, to offer the 
gifts, and then to make inquiries of the oracle 
in the following terms. 

" Croesus, the sovereign of Lydia and of va- 
rious other kingdoms, in return for the wisdom 
which has marked your former declarations, 
has sent you these gifts. He now furthermore 
desires to know whether it is safe for him to 
proceed against the Persians, and if so, whether 
it is best for him to seek the assistance of any 
alUes." 

The answer was £ls follows : 

" If Croesus crosses the Halys, and prosecutes 
a war with Persia, a mighty empire will be over- 
thrown. It will be best for him to form an alli- 
ance with the most powerful states of Greece." 

Croesus was extremely pleased with this re* 
11 * 
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spouse. He immediately resolved on andeiw 
taking the expedition against Cyrus; and to 
express his gratitade for so &vorable an answw 
to his questions, he sent to Delphi to inqiiire 
what was the number of inhabitants in the mtj^ 
and, when the answer was reported to him, he 
sent a present of a sam of money to every one. 
The Delphians, in their torn, oonforred ipeoial 
iHrivileges and honors npon the Lydians and 
npon Croesns in respect to their oraole, giving 
them the preoedenoe in all foture oonsoltationsy 
and conferring npon them other marks of dis- 
tinction and honor. 

At the time when CrcBSOS sent his present 
to the inhabitants of Delphi, he took tibe oppor* 
tonity to address another inquiry to the oracle, 
which was, whether his power woold ever de- 
cline. The oracle replied in a couplet of Ghreek 
verse, similar in its style to the one recorded oa 
the previous occasion. 

It was as follows: 



** Whene'er a mule thall moont apon tlit M^dka t 
HMO, aoid not tOl thdB. ■hall groat OroMoi ter to laa« 

This answer pleased the king quite as much 
aa the former one had done. The allusion to 
the contingency of a mule's reigning in Media 
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he Ytitj Bfttdrally regurded as only a rfaetmoal 
and mystioal mode of expreesing an uttet in^ 
poflflibiHty . CrcBSQs considered himsrif and ^b^ 
eontmnanoe of his power as perfectly seonro* 
He was iiiliy confirmed in his determinatioQ ta 
wganize his expedition without any delay, and 
to proceed immediately to the prc^^xer measures 
for obtaining the Grecian alliance and aid which 
the oracle had reeommended. The plans whidi 
he fonned, and the OYonts which resulted, wiE 
be described in subsequent chapters. 

In reqpeet to these Grecian orades, it it 
proper b«re to state, that there has been much 
diseussion among scholars on the question how 
tiiey were enabled to maintain, for so long a 
period, so extended a credit among a people as 
intellectual and well informed as the Greeks. 
It was doubtless by means of a variety of con- 
trivances and influences that this end was at- 
tained. There is a natural love of the marrel- 
ous among the humbler classes in all oonntriesi 
which leads them to be very ready to beliefs 
in what is mystic and snpematuial ; and they 
aooordingly exaggerate and color such real ix^ 
eidents aat oeour under any strange or remark- 
aUe oiroorastances, and invest any unmaal 
phi^iom«ia which they witness with a mirac* 
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11mm 1^ which the eredlt of the oimelef wit rastalned. 

nloos or supernatural interest. The- oa^e at 
Delphi might really have emitted gases which 
would produce quite striking effects upon those 
ivho inhaled them ; and how easy it would be 
(at those who witnessed these effects to imagine 
that some divine and miraculous powers must 
exist in the aerial current which produced them. 
The priests and priestesses, who inhabited the 
temples in which these oracles were contained; 
had, of course, a strong interest in keeping up 
the belief of their reality in the minds of the 
community ; so were, in fact, all the inhabit- 
ants of the cities which sprung up around them 
They derived their support from the visitors 
who frequented these places, and they contrived 
various ways for drawing contributions, both 
of money and gifts, from all who came. In 
one case .there was a sacred stream near an or- 
acle, where persons, on permission from the 
priests, were allowed to bathe. After the bath- 
ing, they were expected to throw pieces of 
money into the stream. What afterward, in 
such cases, became of the money, it is not dif- 
ficult to imagine. 

Nor is it necessary to suppose that all these 
priests and priestesses were impostors. Hav 
ing been trained up from infancy to believe that 
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the inspirations were real, they would oontinae 
to look npon them as such all their llTes. Even 
at the present day we shall all, if we closely 
■omtinize our mental habits, find ourselves con- 
tinuing to take for granted, in our maturer 
years, what we inoonsiderately imbibed or were 
erroneously taught in infancy, and that, often, 
in cases where the most obvious dictates of rea- 
son, or even the plain testimony of our sense>, 
might show us that our notions are false. The 
priests and priestesses, therefore, who imposed 
on the rest of mankind, may have been as hon- 
estly and as deep in the delusion themselves as 
any of their dupes. 

The answers of the oracles were generally 
vague and indefinite, and susceptible of almost 
any interpretation, according to the result. 
Whenever the event corresponded with the pre- 
diction, or could be made to correspond with it 
by the ingenuity of the commentators, the sto- 
ry of the coincidence would, of course, be every 
wbere spread abroad, becoming more striking 
ana more exact at each repetition. Where 
there was a failure, it would not be direct and 
absolute, on account of the vagueness and in- 
definiteness of the response, and there would 
therefore be no interest felt in hearing or in oir- 
27—11 
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eulating the story. The cases, thnsi whioh 
would tend to establidi the truth of the oradei 
would be nniversally known and rwnembered, 
while those of a. contrary bearing would be 
speedily forgotten. 

There is no donbt, howevw^ that in many 
oases the responses were grren in oollnsion 
with the one who oonscdted the oraole, far the 
purpose of deceiving others. PV>r example, let 
Q» suppose that Croesus wished to establirii 
stron^y the credibility of the Delphio oracle in 
the minds of his countrymen, in order to en- 
courage them to enlist in his armies, and to en* 
gage in the enterprise which he was contem- 
plating against Cyrus with resolution and con- 
fidence ; it would haye been eaqr for him to 
have let the priestess at Delphi know what he 
was doing on the day when he sent to inquire, 
and thus himself to have directed h^ answer. 
Then, when his messengers returned, he would 
appeal to the answer as proof of the reality of 
the inspiration which seemed to furnish it. Al- 
azander the Great certainly did, in this way^ 
act in coUusion with the priests at the temple 
of Jupitw Ammon. 

The fact that there have been so many and 
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laoh 0aooe88fhl oases of falsehood and impos* 
tore among n.ankind in respeot to revelations 
from Heaven, is.no indication, as some snper- 
fioially suppose, that no revelation is true, but 
is, on the other hand, strong evidence to the 
eontrary. The Author of human existence has 
given no instincts in vain ; and the universal 
tendency of mankind to believe in the supernat- 
ural, to look into an unseen world, to seek, and 
to inMigine that they find, revelations from Ebav- 
en, and to expect a oontinuanoe of existenoe 
after this earthly life is over, is the strcmgest 
possible natural evidence that there is an un- 
seen world ; that man may have true oommu 
nioatunis with it ; that a personal deity reigns, 
who approves and disapproves of human con* 
duct, and that there is a future state of being 
In this point of view, the absurd oracles oi 
Greece, and the universal credence which they 
obtained, constitute strong evidence that theri 
is4KMnewhere to be found inspiratian and ftvfh 
Wf really divine. 
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Chaptbr VII. 
The Conquest of Ltdia. 

THERE were, in fact, three indaoementB 
which combined their influence on the mind 
of Crcesos, in leading him to cross the Halys, 
and invade the dominions of the Modes and 
Persians : first,.he was ambitious to extend his 
own empire ; secondly, he feared that if he did 
not attack Cyrus, Cyrus would himself cross 
the Halys and attack him ; and, thirdly, he felt 
under some obligation to consider himself the 
ally of Astyages, and thus bound to espouse his 
oause, and to aid him in putting down, if possi- 
ble, the usurpation of Cyrus, and in recovering 
lis throne. He felt under this obligation be- 
oause Astyages was his brother-in-law ; for the 
latter had married, many years before, a daugh- 
ter of Alyattes, who was the father of Croesus* 
This, as Crcesus thought, gave him a just title 
to interfere between the dethroned king and the 
rebel who had dethroned him. Under the in- 
fluence of all these reasons combined, and en- 
oouraged by the responses of the oracle, be de^ 
termined^on attempting the invasion. 
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The first meagnre which he adopted was to 
form an alliance with the most powerful of tht 
itates of Oreece, as he had been directed to do 
by the oracle. After much inquiry and oonsid* 
Mration, he concluded that the Lacedsemoniaa 
state was the most powerful. Their chief city 
was Sparta, in the Peloponnesus. They were 
a warlike stem, and indomitable race of men, 
capable jf bearing cTery possible hardship, and 
of enduring every degree of fatigue and toil, and 
they desired nothing but military glory for their 
reward. This was a species of wages which it 
was very easy to pay ; much more easy to fur- 
nish than coin, even for Crcesus, notwithstand- 
ing the abundant supplies of gold which he was 
accustomed to obtain firom the sands of the Pao- 
tolus. 

Croesus sent embassadors to Sparta to in- 
form the people of the plans which he contem- 
plated, and to ask their aid. He had been in- 
structed, he said, by the oracle at Delphi, to 
seek the alliance of the most powerful of the 
states of Greece, and he accordingly made ap 
plication to them. They were gratified with 
the compliment implied in selecting them, and 
acceded readily to his proposal. Besides, they 
were already on very friendly terms with Crob^ 
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0118 ; for, some yean before, they had smit to 
him to procure some gold for a statue which 
they had occasion to erect, offenng to gi^e an 
eqaivalent for the value of it in snch prodno* 
tions as tiieir country afforded. Croesus sap- 
plied them with the gold tiiat they needed, bat 
generously refused to receive any return. 

In the mean time, Croesus went on, enwget- 
ioally, at Sardis, making the preparations fot 
his campaigns One of his counselors, whose 
name was Sardaris, ventured, one day, strongly 
to dissuade him from undertaking the expedi- 
tion. " You have nothing to gain by it," said 
he, " if you succeed, and every thing to lose if 
you fail. Consider what sort of people these 
Persians are whom you are going to combat 
They live in the most rude and simple manner, 
without luxuries, vnthout pleasures, without 
wealth. If you conquer their country, you wii 
find nothing in it worth bringing away. Oo 
the other hand, if they conquer you, they wfiU 
eoine like a vast band of plunderers into Lydia, 
irfaere there is every thing to tempt and reward 
thflm. I counsel you to leave them alone, and 
\o remain on this side liie Halys, thankftd if 
Cyras will oe contented to remain on tli^ 
other.'* 
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Bnt CrcBsns was not in a mood ot mind «ia 
be persuaded by sndi reasoning. 

When all things were ready, the army oom- 
nenoed its maroh and moved eastward, throogh 
one provinoe of Asia Minor after anothert tm« 
ta they reached the Halys. This river is a 
considerable stream, whioh rises in tiie inte- 
rior of the ooontry, and flows northward into 
the Enxine Sea. The army enoamped on the 
banks of it, and some plan was to be formed 
for orossii^ the stream. In aooomplishing this 
objeot, CroBsns was aided by a very celebrated 
engineer who aooompanied his army, named 
Thales. Thales was a native of Miletus, and 
is generally called in history, Thales the Mi- 
lesian. He waa a very able mathematician imd 
calculator, and many accounts remain of the 
discoveries and performances by which he ao- 
(piired his renown. 

For example, in the course of his travels, ha 
at one time visited Egypt, and while there, he 
aontrived a very sinq>le way of measuring the 
height of the pyramids. He set up a p(de an 
the plain in an upright position, and then meaa- 
nred the pole and also its shadow. He also 
measured the length of the shadow of the pyr- 
amid He then calculated the height of the 
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pyramid by this proportion : as the length of 
shadow of the pole is to that of the pole itself^ 
so is the length of the shadow of the pyramid 
to its height. 

Thales was an astnmomer as well as a phi- 
losopher and engineer. He learned more ex* 
actly the true length of the year than it had 
been known before; and he also made some 
ealoalations of eolipsesi at least so fitr as to 
predict the year in whioh they would happen 
One eolipse whioh he predicted happened to oo- 
cor on the day of a great battle between two 
contending armies. It was dondy, so that the 
combatants could not see the son. This circum- 
stance, however, which concealed the eclipse 
itself, only made the darkness which was caused 
by it the more intense. The armies were much 
terrified at this sudden cessation of tiie light 
of day, and supposed it to be a warning firom 
heaven that they should desist firom the combat 

Thales the Milesian was the author of sev- 
eral of the geometrical theorems and demon- 
strations now included in the Elements ol 
Euclid. The celebrated fifth proposition of 
the first book, so famous among all the modem 
nations of Eurdpe as the great stumbling block 
in the way of beginners in the study of geom- 
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0try, was his. The disooyery of tiie tratii ex* 
pressed in this proposition, and of the oompli- 
eated demonstration whioh establishes it, was 
oertainly a mnch greater mathematioal per- 
fbrmanoe than the measuring of the altitude 
of the pyramids by their shadow. 

But to return to Crcesus. Thales undertook 
the work of transporting the army across the 
river. He examined the banks, and found, at 
length, a spot where the land was low and level 
for some distance from the stream. He caused 
the army to be brought up to the river at this 
point, and to be encamped there, as near to the 
bank as possible, and in as compact a form. 
He then employed a vast number of laborers 
to out a new channel for the waters, behind the 
army, leading out from the river above, and re- 
joining it again at a little distance below. 
When this channel was finished, he turned the 
river into its new course, and then the army 
passed without difficulty over the former bed of 
the stream. 

The Halys being thus passed, Croesus moved 
« in the direction of Media. But he soon 
feond that he had not far to go to find his en« 
emy. Cyrus had heard of his plans through 
deserters and spies, and he had for some time 
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baenadTanomg to meet him. Que afiter tiM 
oAer of the nationstimHigh whose dominioiii 
he had passed, he had sabjected to his sfwmy, 
tr. at least, hnnight nnder his inflnenoe by 
tBsaties and allianoes, and had received froiB 
them all re-enfbroements to swell the mmibeTS 
•f his anny. One nation only remained^the 
Babylonians. They were on the side of CrcB- 
sas. They were jealons of the gro'^^ing power 
of the Modes and Persians, and had made a 
league with Croesus, promising to aid him in 
the war. The other nations of the East w^e 
in alliance with Cjrms, and he was slowly 
moving on, at the head of an immense combined 
force, toward the Halys, at the very time when 
Crcesus was crossing the stream. 

The Soonts, therefore, that preceded the army 
of CrcBsos on its march, soon began to fall back 
into the camp, with intelligence that there was 
a large armed force coming on to meet them, 
the advancing columns filling all the roads, and 
threatening to overwhelm them. The scouts 
from the army of Cyrus carried back similar 
intelligence to him. The two armies aoodd- 
ingly halted and began to jurepare for battle 
The place of their meeting was called Pteria 
It was in the province of Cappadooia, and to> 
vard the eastern oart of Asia Minor 
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A great battle was fought at Pteria. It was 
OQDtinaed all day, ami remained undecided wlmo 
the sun went down. The combatants separa* 
ted when it became dark, and each withdrew 
from the field Each king found, it seems, that 
his antagonist was more formidable than he had 
imagined, and on the morning after the battle 
they both seemed inclined to remain in their 
respective encampments, without evincing any 
disposition to renew the ccKitest. 

Croesus, in fact, seems to have considered 
that he was fortunate in having so far repulsed 
the formidable invasion ^hich Cyrus had been 
jitending for him. He considered Cyrus's army 
as repulsed, since they had withdrawn from the 
field, and showed no disposition to return to it. 
He had no doubt that Cyrus would now go back 
tx> Media again, having found how well prq>ar- 
ed Croesus had be^i to receive him. For him* 
self, he concluded that he ought to be satisfied 
with the advantage which he had already gain- 
ed, as the result of one campaign, and returc 
again to Sardis to recruit his army, the force 
of which had been considerably impaired by the 
battle, and so postpone the grand invasion till 
the next season. He accordingly set out on his 
return. He dispatched messengers, at the same 
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time, to Babylon, to Sparta, to Egypt, and to 
other countries with whioh he was in alliance, 
informing these various nations of the great 
battle of Pteria and its results, and asking thcun 
(0 send him, early in the following spring, all 
the re-6nforcement8 that they oould command, 
to join him in the grand campaign which he 
was going to make the next season. 

He continued his march homeward without 
any interruption, sending off, from time to time, 
as he was moving through his own dominionfl^ 
such portions of his troops as desired to return 
to their homes, enjoining upon them to come 
back to him in the spring. By this temporary 
disbanding of a portion of his army, he saved 
the expense of maintaining them through the 
winter. 

Very soon after Crcesus arrived at Sardis, 
the whole country in the neighborhood of the 
capital was thrown into a state of universal 
alarm by the news that Cyrus was close a1 
hand. It seems that Cyrus had remained in 
the vicinity of Pteria long enough to allow 
Crcesus to return, and to give him time to dis- 
miss his troops and establish himself securely 
in the city. He then suddenly resumed his 
tuarch, and came on toward Sardis with the 
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atmost possible dispatoh. CrcBsns, in faot, had 
no annonnoement of his approach nntil he heard 
of Us arrival. 

All was now confusion and alarm, both with- 
in and without the city. Croesus hastily ooU 
lected all the forces that he could command. 
He sent immediately to- tlie neighboring citiesi 
summoning all the troops in them to hasten to 
the capital. He enrolled all the inhabitants of 
the city that were capable of bearing arms 
By these means he collected, in a very short 
time, quite a formidable force, which he drew 
up, in battle array, on a great plain not far 
from the city, and there waited, with much 
anxiety and solicitude, for Cyrus to come on. 

The Lydian army was superior to that of 
Cyrus in cavalry, and as the place where the 
battle was to be fought was a plain, which was 
the kind of ground most favorable for the op- 
erations of that species offeree, Cyrus felt some 
solicitude in respect to the impression which 
might be made by it on his army. Nothing it 
more terrible than the onset of a squadron of 
horse when charging an enemy upon the field of 
battle. They come in vast bodies, sometimes 
consisting of many thousands, with the speed 
of the wind, the men flourishing their sabcM 
12 
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and rending the air with the most unearthly 
oriesy thoee in advanoe being driven irreaiatibly 
on by the weight and impetus of the masses lie- 
hind. The dreadful torrent bears down and 
overwhehns every thing that attempts to re- 
sist its way. They trample one another and 
their enemies together promisouously in the 
dust; the foremost of the oolumn press on with 
the utmost fury, afraid quite as much of the 
headlong torrent of friends ooming on behind 
them, .as of the line of fixed and motionless 
enemies who stand ready to receive them be* 
fore. These enemies, stationed to withstand 
the charge, arrange themselves in triple or 
quadruple rows, with the shafts of their spears 
planted against the ground, and the points di- 
rected forward and upward to receive the ad- 
vancing horsemen. These spears transfix and 
kill the foremost horses; but those that come 
on behind, leaping and plunging over their fidlen 
dompanions, soon break through the lines and 
pot their enemies to flight, in a soene of kide- 
•oribable iiavoc and confusion. 

Ct JBSus had large bodies of horse, while Cy« 
IBS had no efficient troops to oppose them. Ha 
had a great nurrber of camels in the rear of 
his Amy. which had been employed as beasts 
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o£ burden ta transport the baggage and stores 
of the anny on their maroh. Cyrus oonelnded 
to make the experiment of exposing these oamsls 
to. the oayaky. It is frequently said by the 
ancient historians that the horse has a natural 
antq[>athy to the oamri^ and can not bear either 
the smell or the sight of one^ though this is not 
found to be the case at the present day. How- 
ever the fiact might have been in this reqpeet, 
Cyrus determined to arrange the camels in his 
front as he advanced into battle. He accord- 
ingly ordered the baggage to be removed, and, 
releasing their ordinary drivers from the charge 
ot them, he assigned each one to the care of a 
soldier, who was to mount him, armed with a 
spear. Even if the supposed antipathy of the 
horse for the camel did not take effect, Cyrus 
thou^t that their large and heavy bodies, de- 
fended by the spears of their riders, would affocd 
the most effectual means of resistance against 
the shook of the Lydian squadrcms tiiat he 
ipas now able to command. 

The battle commenoed, and tbe squadimis 

of hrase came on. But, as soon as they oaiM 

near the camels^ it happened that, either from 

tha inflnenoe of the antipathy above referred ta, 

. or frf m alarm at tbe novelty of the speetaek 
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of moh hnge and misshapen beasts, on else be- 
eaose of the substantial resistance which the 
sainels and the spears of their riders made tc 
the shock of their charge, the horses were soon 
thrown into confusion and put to flight. In 
fisict, a general panic seized them, and they be- 
came totally unmanageable. Some threw their 
riders ; others, seized with a sort of phrensy, 
became entirely independent of control. They 
turned, and trampled the foot soldiers of their 
own army under foot, and threw the whole 
body into disorder. The consequence was, that 
the army of Croesus was wholly defeated ; they 
fled in confusion, and crowded in vast throngs 
through the gates into the city, and fortified 
themselves there. 

Cyrus advanced to the city, invested it closely 
on all sides, and commenced a siege. But the 
appearemces were not very encouraging. The 
walls were lofty, thick, and strong, and the 
numbers within the city were amply sufficient 
to guard them. Nor was the prospect muob 
more promising of being soon able to reduce 
the city by famine. The wealth of Croesus had 
enabled him to lay up almost inexhaustibia 
stores of food and clothing, as well as treasures 
of silver and gold. He hoped, therefore, to be 
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able to hold out against the besiegers until 
help should come from some of his allies. Ho 
had sent messengers to them, asking them to 
some to his rescue without any delay, before 
ha was shut up in the oity. 

The city of Sardis was built in a position 
naturally strong, and one part of the wall pass- 
ed over rocky precipices which were considered 
entirely impassable. There was a sort of glen 
or rooky gorge in this quarter, outside of the 
walls, down which dead bodies were thrown on 
one occasion subsequently, at a time when*the 
oity was besieged, and beasts and birds of prey 
fed upon them there undisturbed, so lonely was 
the place and so desolate. In fact, the walls 
that crotmed these precipices were considered 
absolutely inaccessible, and were very slightly 
built and very feebly guarded. There was an 
ancient legend that, a long time before, when a 
certain Males was king of Lydia, one of his 
wives had a son in the form of a lion, whom 
they called Leon, and an oracle declared that 
if this Leon were carried around the walls of 
the city, it would be rendered impregnable, and 
should never be taken. They carried Leon, 
therefore, around, so far as the regular walls 

aztenied. When they came to this preoipietf 

27—12 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



178 Ctrus the Great. [B.C.5M 



•f rooks, they retained, oonsidermg that tint 
purt of the eity was impregnable without any 
•acb oeremony. A spur or eminence from tht 
oiMmtain of Tmoltis, whioh was behind the 
•ity, projected into it at this point, and thore 
was a strong citadel bnilt upon its sammit. 

Cyrus continued the siege fourteen days, and 
tiien he determined that he must, in some way 
or other, find the means of carrying it by as- 
sault, and to do this he must find some plaoe 
to scale the walls. He acoordii^ly sent a party 
of horsemen around to explore every part, oflfer- 
ing them a large reward if they would &d any 
place where an entrance could be effected. The 
h€»rsemen made the circuit, and rq)orted that 
their search had been in vain. At length a cer- 
tain soldier, named Hyreeades, after studying 
ftwr some time the precipices on the side which 
had been deemed inaccessible, saw a sentin^, 
vrho was stationed on the walls above, leave hu 
post and come climbing down the rocks for 
sraoe distance to get his helmet, which had acv 
aidentally dropped down. Hyrseades watched 
hira both as he descended and as he returned 
He reflected on this discovery, communicated 
it to others, and the practicability of scaling the 
rook and the walls at that point was discussed 
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tn the end, the attempt w&s made and was sno 
cessfnl. Hyrseades went up first, followed b; 
a few daring spirits who were ambitions of the 
glory of the exploit They were not at first 
observed from above. The way being thus 
shown, great numbers followed on, and so large 
a force succeeded in thus gaining an entrance 
that the city was taken. 

In the dreadful confusion and din of the 
storming of the city, Croesus himself had a very 
narrow escape firom death. He was saved by 
the miraculous speaking of his deaf and dumb 
son-r-at least such is the story. Cyrus had 
given positive orders to his soldiers, both before 
the great battle oa the plain and during the 
siege, that, though they might slay whomever 
else they pleased, they must not harm Croesus, 
but must take him alive. During the time of 
the storming of the town, when the streets were 
filled with infuriated soldiers, those on the one 
side wild with the excitement of triumph, and 
those on the other maddened with rage and ie* 
qMur, a party, rushing along, overtook Croesna 
and his helpless son, whom the unhappy father, 
it seems, was making a desperate effort to save 
The Persian soldiers were about to transfix 
Croesus with their spears, when the 8on« whr 
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had never spoken before, called out, " It is Cree- 
sos; do not kill him." The soldiers were Mr- 
rested by the words, and saved the monarofali 
Bfe. They made him prisoner, and bore him 
away to Cyrus. 

Croesus had sent, a long time before, to in- 
quire of the Delphic oracle by what means the 
power of speech could be restored to his son. 
The answer was, that that was a boon which he 
had better not ask ; for the day on which he 
should hear his son speak for the first time, 
would be the darkest and most unhappy day of 
his life. 

Cyrus had not ordered his soldiers to spar9 
the life of Croesus in battle from any sentiment 
of humanity toward him, but because he wish- 
ed to have his case reserved for his own deci- 
sion. When Croesus was brought to him a 
captive, he ordered him to be put in chains, and 
earefully guarded. As soon as some degree of 
»rder was restored in the city, a large funeral 
pile was erected, by his directions, in a public 
•quare, and Croesus was brought to the spot 
Fourteen Lydian young men, the sons, proba- 
bly, of the most prominent men in the state, 
were with him. The pile was large enongli 
Cor them all* and they^ were placed upon it 
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They were all laid nfoa the wood. CnBHia 
caised himself and looked around, sunFeyiiig 
with extreme constematioa Aod horror the prqp* 
irations which were making for lightmg the 
pile. His heart sank within him as he thooght 
of Ihe dread&d (ate that was before him. The 
vpectators stood by in solemn silenoe, awaiting 
the end. CrcBSus broke this awful pause by 
erying out, in a tone of anguish and despair, 

« Oh Solon ! Solon ! Solon !" 

The officers who had charge of the execution 
asked him what he meant. Cyrus, too, who was 
himself personally superiotending the sc^ie, 
asked for an explanation. Crcesus was, for a 
time, too mueh agitated and distracted to re- 
ply. There were difficulties in respect to lan- 
guage, too, which embarrassed the conversation, 
as the two kings could speak to each other only 
through an interpreter. At length Crcesus gave 
an account of his interview with Solon, and of 
the sentiment which the philosopher had ex- 
pressed, that no one could decide whether a 
man was truly prosperous and happy till it wm 
determined how his life was to end. Cyms 
was greatly interested in this narrative ; Imt, in 
the mean time, the interpreting of the oonver- 
•ation had been slow, a considerable period had 



Digitized 



by Google 



184 Cykus thb Grbai. [B.O.d4e5. 

GtmmTi^mfU, Bm U i nm tuCjrm^»hUmL 

m ■ 

elapsed, and the offioen had lighted the fire 
The pile had been made extremely oombnatiblei 
and the fire was rapidly making its way throng^ 
the whole mass. Cyms eagorly ordered it to 
be nctinguished The efforts which the sol- 
diers made for this purpose seemed, at first, 
likely to be fruitless ; but they were aided yerv 
soon by a sudden shower of rain, whioh, oom • 
ing down from the mountains, began, just at 
this time, to fall ; and thus the flames were ex- 
tinguished, and Croesus and the oaptiyes saved 

Cyrus immediately, with a fickleness very 
common among great monarchs in the trea^ 
ment of both enemies and favorites, began to 
consider Croesus as his friend. He ordered him 
to be unbound, brought him near his permm, 
and treated him with great consideration and 
honor. 

Croesus remedned after this for a kmg time 
with Cyrus, and aocompanied him in his sub- 
sequent campaigns. He was very much in- 
censed at the oracle at Delphi for having de 
ceived him by its false responses and predio* 
tions, and thus led him into the terrible snars 
into which he had fallen. He procured the fet- 
ters with which he had been chained wher 
placed upon the oile, and sent them to Delphi 
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with orders that they should be thrown down 
npon the threshold of the temple — ^the visible 
symbol of his captivity and ruin — as a reproaoh 
10 the oracle for having deluded him and caus- 
ed his destruction. In doing this, the messen* 
gera were to ask the oracle whether imposition 
like that which had been practiced on CroBsus 
was the kind of gratitude it evinced to one wh ^ 
had enriched it by such a profusion of offerings 
and gifts. 

To this the priests of the orade said in reply, 
that the destruction of the Lydian dynasty had 
long been decreed by the Fates, in retribution 
for the g^uilt of Gyges, the founder of the line. 
He had murdered his master, and usurped the 
throne, without any title to it whatever. The 
judgments of Heaven had been denounced upon 
Gyges for this crime, to fall on himself or on 
some of his descendants. The Pythian Apollo 
at Delphi had done all in his power to postpone 
the falling of the blow until after the death of 
CroBsus, on account of the munificent benefac- 
tions which he had made to the oracle ; but he 
had been unable to effect it : the decrees of Fate 
were inexorable. All that the oracle could do 
was to postpone — as it had done, if said, finr 
three years — the execution of the sentenoe* and 
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lo give CtcosoB warning of the evil that was 
tn^wnding. This had been done by annoano- 
lag to him that his crossing the Halys would 
WMwe the destruction of a migh^ empire, 
nfiftaning that of Lydia, and also by informing 
him that when he should find a mule upon the 
throne of Media he must expect to lose his own. 
Cyrus, who was descended, on the father's side, 
from the Persian stock, and on the mother's 
from that of Media, was the hybrid sovereign 
represented by the mule. . 

When this answer was reported to Croesus, 
it is said that he was satisfied with the expla- 
nations, and admitted that the oracle was right, 
and that be himself had been unreasonable and 
wrong. However this may be, it is certain 
that, among mankind at large, since Crcesus's 
day, there has been a great disposition to over- 
look whatever of criminality there may have 
been in the falsehood and imposture of the Ora- 
cle, through admiration of tiie adroitness and 
dexterity which its ministers evinced in savinfji 
themselves from exposure 
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Chapter VIII. 

The Conquest of Babtlqe. 

TN his advance toward the dominions of Ctcb- 
•■- sus in Asia Minor, Cyrus had passed to the 
northward of the great and celebrated city of 
Babylon. Babylon was on the Euphrates, to- 
ward the southern part of Asia. It was the 
capital of a large and very fertile region, which 
extended on both sides of the Euphrates toward 
the Persian Gulf. The limits of the country, 
however, which was subject to Babylon, varied 
very much at different times, as they were ex- 
tended or contracted by revolutions and wars. 
The River Euphrates was the great souroe 
of fertility for the whole region through which 
it flowed. The country watered by this river 
was very densely populated, and the inhabit* 
ants were industrious and peaceable, cultivating 
their land, and living quietly and happily on its 
fruits. The surface was intersected with ca- 
nals, wh^oh the people had made for conveying 
the water of the river over the land for the pur- 
Dose of irrigating it. Some of these canals were 
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navigable. There was one great tronk whiob 
passed from the Euphrates to the Tigris, sup- 
plying many minor canals by the way, that was 
navigable for vessels of considerable burden. 

The traffic of the country was, however, 
mainly conducted by means of boats of mod 
erate size, the construction of which seemed to 
Herodotus very curious and remarkable. The 
city was enormously large, and required im- 
mense supplies of food, which were brought 
down in these boats from the agricultural coun* 
try above. The boats were made in the follow* 
ing manner : first a frame was built, of the 
shape of the intended boat, broad and shallow, 
and with the stem and stern of the same form 
This frame was made of willows, like a basketi 
and, when finished, was covered with a sheath- 
ing of skins. A layer of reeds was then spread 
over the bottom of the boat to protect the frame, 
and to distribute evenly the pressure of the 
cargo. The boat, thus finished, was laden witb 
the produce of the country, and was then floated 
down the river to Babylon. In this navigation, 
the boatmen were carefril to protect the leathei 
sheathing from injury by avoiding all oontaol 
with rocks, or even with the gravel of the shorea 
They kept their craft in the middle of the stream 
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by means of two oars, or, rather, an oar and a 
paddle, whioh were worked, the first at the bows, 
and the seoond at the stem. The advance of 
the boat was in some measure acoelerated hj 
these boatmen, though their main function was 
tc steer their vessel by keeping it out of eddies* 
am> away from projecting points of land, and di- 
recting its course to those parts of the stream 
where the current was swiftest, and where it 
would consequently be borne forward most rap- 
idly to its destination. 

These boats were generally of very consid- 
erable size, and they carried, in addition to 
their cargo and crew, one or more beasts of 
burden — generally asses or mules. These ani- 
mals were allowed the pleasure, if any pleasure 
it was to them, of sailing thus idly down the 
stream, for the sake of having them at hand at 
the end of the voyage, to carry back again, up 
the country, the skins, which constituted the 
most valuable portion of the craft they sailed 
in. It was found that these skins, if carefully 
preserved, could be easily transported up the 
river, and would answer the purpose of a sec- 
ond voyage. Accordingly, when the boats ar- 
rived at Babylon, the cargo was sold, the boats 
were broken up, the skins were folded into 
18 
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pRoksy and in this form the moles oarried them 
op the river Rgain, the boatmen driving the 
mnles as they walked by their side. 

Babylon was a oity of immense extent and 
magnitude. In fact, the aooonnts given of the 
•pace whioh it covered have often been oon« 
sidered incredible. These accounts make the 
qpace whioh was included within the walls four 
or five times as large as London. A great deal 
of this space was, however, occupied by parks 
and gardens connected with the royal palaces, 
and by open squares. Then, besides, the houses 
occupied by the common people in the ancient 
cities were of fewer stories in height, and con- 
sequently more extended on the ground^ than 
those built in modern times. In fact, it is prob- 
able that, in many instances, they were mere 
ranges of huts and hovels, as is the case, in- 
deed, to a considerable extent, in Oriental cities, 
at the present day, so that it is not at all impos- 
sible that even so large an area as four 9r fiv« 
times the size of Liondon may have beensindud- 
•d within the fortifications of the city. 

In respect to the walls of the city, very ex- 
traordinary and apparentiy contradictory ro- 
eonnts are given by the various ancient anthon 
who described them. Some make them seven 
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ty«five, and others two or three handred feet 
high There have been many disoussions in 
lespeot to the oomparative credibility of these 
lereral statements, and some ingenious at- 
tempts have been made to reconcile them. It 
is not, however, at all surprising that there 
should be such a diversity in the dimensions 
given, for the walling of an ancient city was 
seldom of the same height in all places. The 
structure necessarily varied according to the 
nature of the ground, being high wherever the 
ground without was such as to give the enemy 
an advantage in an attack, and lower in oth^ 
situations, where the conformation of the sur- 
(ieuse was such as to afford, of itself, a partial 
protection. It is not, perhaps, impossible that) 
at some particular points — as, for example, 
across glens and ravines, or along steep deeliv- 
ities — ^the walls of Babylon may have been rais- 
ed even to the very extraordinary height whidi 
H'^rodotus ascribes to them. 

The walls were made of bricics, and the 
bricks were formed of clay and earth, whioh was 
dog from a trench made outside of the lines. 
This trench served the purpose of a ditch, to 
strengthen the fortification when the wall ww 
completed. The water from the river, and 
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from streams flowing toward the river, was ad« 
mitted to these ditches on every side, and kqrt 
them always full. 

The sides of these ditches were lined with 
bricks too, which were made, like those of the 
walls, from the earth obtained from the exca- 
vations. They used for all this masonry a ce- 
ment made from a species of bitumen, which 
was found in great quantities floating down one 
of the rivers which flowed into the Euphrates, 
in the neighborhood of Babylon. 

The River Euphrates itself flowed through 
the city. There was a breast- work or low wall 
along the banks of it on either side, with open- 
ings at the terminations of the streets leading 
to the water, and flights of steps to go down. 
These openings were secured by gates of brass, 
which, when closed, would prevent an enemy 
from gaining access to the city from the river. 
The great streets, which terminated thus at the 
river on one side, extended to the walls of the 
dty on the other, and they were crossed by oth«r 
iitareets at right angles to them. In the outer 
walls of the city, at the extremities of all these 
streets, were massive gates of brass, with hinges 
and frames of the same metal. There were a 
hundred of these gates in all. Thoy were 
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guarded by watch-towers on the walls above. 
The watch-towers were built on both the innei 
and outer faces of the wall, and the wall itself 
was so broad that there was room between theas 
watch-towers for a chariot and four to drive 
and turn. 

The river, of course, divided the city into two 
parts. The king's palace was in the center of 
one of these divisions, within a vast circular in- 
elosure, which contained the palace buildings, 
together with the spacious courts, and parks, 
and gardens pertaining to them. In the center 
of the other division was a corresponding indos- 
ure, which contained the great temple of Belus 
Here there was a very lofty tower, divided into 
eight separate towers, one above another, with 
a winding staircase to ascend to the summit. 
In the upper story was a sort of chapel, with a 
couch, and a table, and other furniture for use 
in the sacred ceremonies, all of gold. Above 
this, on the highest platform of all, was a grand 
observatory, where the Babylonian astrologers 
made their celestial obser\ations. 

There was a bridge across the river, wnnioot- 
ing one section of the city with the other, and 
it is said that there was a subterranean passage 
vnder the river also^ which was used as • pri- 
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rate oommnnioatioii between two public edi* 
lio o 8" p alaoea or citadels— whiob were sitoated 
near liie extremities of the bridge. AH these 
oottstniotions were of the most grand and iiii> 
posing character. In addition to the architect 
oral magnificence of the buildings, the gates 
and walls were embellished with a great vari- 
ety of sculptures : images of animals, of every 
form and in every attitude; and men, single 
and in groups, models of great sovereigns, and 
representations of hunting scenes, battle soenesi 
and great events in the Babylonian history. 

The most remarkable, however, of all the 
wonders of Babylon — ^though perhaps not built 
till after Cyrus's time — ^were what were called 
the hanging gardens. Although called the 
hanging gardens, they were not suspended in 
any manner, as the name might denote, but 
were supported upon arches and walls. Hie 
arches and walls sustained a succession of ter- 
races, rising one above another, with broad 
flights of steps for ascending to them, and <hi 
these terraces the gardens were made. The 
upper terrace, or platform, was several hundred 
feet firom the ground ; so high, that it was neo- 
essary to build arches upon arches withiui in 
order to attain the requisite elevaticm. The 
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lateral thrust of these arobes was sustained by 
a wall twenty-five feet in thickness, which snr- 
roonded the garden on all sides, and rose as 
high as the lowermost tier of arches, npon which 
would; of t^ourse, be concentrated the pressuro 
and weight of all the pile. The whole stmo- 
ture thus formed a dort of artificial hill, square 
in form, and rising, in a succession of terraoes, 
to a broad and level area upon the top. The 
extent of this grand square upon the summit 
was four hundred feet upon each side. 

The surface which served as the foundation 
for the gardens that adorned these sucoessiva 
terraces and the area above was formed in the 
following manner : Over the masonry of the 
arches there was laid a pavement of broad flat 
stones, sixteen feet long and four feet wide. 
Over these there was placed a stratum of reed% 
laid in bitumen, and above them another floor- 
ing of bricks, cemented closely together, so aa 
to be impervious to water. To make the seoa- 
rity oomplete in this respect, the upper surfaoe 
of this brick flooring was covered with sheets 
of lead, overlapping each other in such a man* 
ner as to convey all the water which might pei^ 
ocdate throngh the mold away to the sides of 
the garden The earth and mokl were placed 
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upon this siirfiBU3e, thus {NrqMured, and the strn* 
torn was so deep as to allow large trees to take 
loot and grow in it There was an engine oon* 
stmcted in the middle of the npper terrace, bj 
whioh water ooold be drawn np from the river, 
and distributed over every part of the vast pila 

The gardens, thus completed, were filled to 
profusion with every spedes of tree, and plant, 
and vine, whioh oould produce fruit or flowers 
to enrich or adorn such a scene. Every coun- 
try in communication with Babylon was made 
to contribute something to increase the endless 
variety of floral beauty which was here literally 
enthroned. Gardeners of great experience and 
skill were constantly employed in cultivating 
the parterres, pruning the fruit-trees and the 
vines, preserving the walks, and introducing 
new varieties of vegetation. In a word, the 
hanging gardens of Babylon became one of the 
wonders of the world. 

The country in the neighborhood of Babylon, 
extending from the river on either hand was 
hi general level and low, and subject to inua- 
Nations. One of the sovereigns of the country, 
a queen named Nitocris, had formed the grand 
4esign of constructing an immense lake, to take 
sff the superfluous water in case of a flood, and 
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ihas prevent an overflow. She also opened a 
great namber of lateral and winding channela 
for the r^ver, wherever the natural disposition 
of the surface afforded facilities for doing so, 
and the earth whieh was taken ont in the 
ooorse of these excavations was employed in 
raising the banks by artificial terraces, such as 
are made to confine the Mississippi at New Or- 
leans, and are there called levees.^ The object 
of Nicotris in these measures was two-fold. She 
wished, in the first place, to open all practica- 
ble channels for the flow of the water, and then 
to confine the current within the channels thus 
made. She also wished to make the naviga- 
tion of the stream as intricate and complicated 
as possible, so that, while the natives of the 
country might easily find their way, in boats, 
to the capital, a foreign enemy, if he should 
make the attempt, might be confused and lost. 
These were the rivers of Babylon on the banks 
of which the captive Jews sat down and wept 
when they remembered Zion. 

This queen Nitocris seems to have been quite 
distingoished for her engineering and architect- 
ural plans. It was she that bmJt the bridge 
across the Euphrates, within the city ; and a« 

• From tbe French word /l/w^e, raised 
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there was a feeling of jealousy and ill will, as 
nsaal in snoh a case, between the two divisions 
Yf the town whioh the river (ormedy she caused 
iiG bridge to be oonstructed with a movable 
platform or draw, by means of whioh the oom* 
munioation might be cat off at pleasore. This 
draw was generally up at night and down by 
day. 

Herodotus relates a curious anecdote of thib 
queen, which, if true, evinces in another way 
the peculiar originality of mind and the inge- 
^uity which characterized all her operations. 
She caused her tomb to be built, before hei 
death, over one of the principal gates of the 
city. Upon the fa9ade of this monument was 
a very conspicuous inscription to this effect: 
^' If any one of the sovereigns, my successorSy 
shall be in extreme want of money, let him 
open my tomb and take what he may think 
proper ; but let him not resort to this resouroa 
unless the urgency is extreme." 

The tomb remained for some thne after tka 
queen's death quite undisturbed In fact, tiia 
people of the city avoided tiiis gate altogelher, 
0a aooount of the dead body deposited above it| 
and the spot became well-nigh deserted. At 
length, in process of time, a subsequent sever* 
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eiga, being in want of Hionoy, venturad to open 
the tomb. He found, however, no money with* 
hL The gloomy yaolt contained nothing but 
tte dead body of the qoeen, and a label with 
this inaoriptian : ^' If yoor ayarioe were not as 
Insatiable as it is base, yon would not have in- 
truded on the repose of the dead." 

It was not surprising that Cyrus, having 
been so successful in his enterprises thus fkt^ 
should now begin to turn his thoughts toward 
this great Babylonian empire, and to feel a de- 
sire to bring it under his sway. The first thing, 
however, was to confirm and secure his Lydiaa 
conquests. He ^nt some time, therefore, in 
oiganizing and arranging, at Sardis, the affiurs 
of the new government which he was to substi- 
tute for that of Croesus there. He designated 
certain portions of his army to be left for gar- 
risons in the conquered cities. He appointed 
Persian ofiicers, of course, to commuid these 
forces; but, as he wished to conciliate the Lyd- 
ians, he appointed many of the municipal and 
eivil iSfficers of the country from among them. 
There would appear to be no danger in doing 
this, as, by giving the command of the army ts 
Persians, he retained all the real power dirooth 
in his own hands. 
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One of these civil offioerS) the most import- 
tnt, in fact, of all, was the grand treasurer. 
To him Cyrus committed the charge of the 
staves of gold and silver which came into his 
possession at Sardis, and of the revennes which 
were afterward to accrue. Cyrus appointed a 
Lydian named Pactyas to this trust, hoping 
by such measures to conciliate the people of 
the oountry, and to make them more ready to 
submit to his sway. Things being thus ar- 
ranged, Cyrus, taking Crcesus with him, set 
out with the main army to return toward the 
East . 

As soon as he had left Lydia, Pactyas ex- 
cited the Lydians to revolt The name of the 
commander-in-chief of the military forces which 
Cyrus had left was Tabalus. Pactyas aban- 
doned the city and retired toward the ooas^ 
where he contrived to raise a large army, 
formed partly of Lydians and partly of bodies 
of foreign troops, which he was enabled to hire 
by means of the treasures which Cyrus had put 
under his charge. He then advanced to Sardis, 
took possession of the town, and shut up Talm- 
his, with his Persian troops, in the citadel. 

When the tidings of these events came tt 
Cvms, he was very much inoensed, and d» 
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tennined to destroy the city Croesasy how- 
ever, interoeded very earnestly in its behalil 
He reoommended that Cyms, instead of bum* 
ing Sardis, should send a soffioient force to diB* 
arm the |)opnlation, and that he shonld then 
enact snoh laws and make such arrangementa 
as should turn the minds of liie people to habita 
of luxury and pleasure. '^ By doing this," said 
Croesus, ** the people wUl, in a short time, be* 
come so enervated and so effeminate that you 
will have nothing to fear from them." 

Cyrus decided on adopting this plan. He 
dispatched a Median named Mazares, an offi- 
cer of his army, at the head of a strong force, 
with orders to go back to Sardis, to deliver Ta* 
balus from his danger, to seize and put to death 
all the leaders in the Lydian rebellion excepting 
Pactyas. Pactyas was to be saved alive, and 
sent a prisoner to Cyrus in Persia. 

Pactyas did not wait for the arrival of Ma* 
fares. As soon as he heard of his approach, he 
abandoned the ground, and fled northwardly to 
the city of Cyme, and sought refuge there 
When Mazares had reached Sardis and r^ 
established the government of Cyrus there, hi 
sent messengers to Cyme, demanding the 
render of the fugitive. 
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The people of Cyme were nncertam whether 
ttey onght to comply. They said that they 
must first oonralt an oraole. There wks a 
fwy ancient and celebrated oracle near Mile* 
tns. They sent meflsengers to this orade, de- 
manding to know whether it were aooording to 
the will of the gods or not that the fiigitiye 
ehonld be surrendered. The answer brought 
back was, that they might surrender him. 

They were aoocmiingly making arrangements 
for doing this, when one of the citiiensi a very 
prominent and influential main, named Aristod- 
icus, expressed himself not satiefied with the 
reply. He did not think it possible, he said, 
that the oraole could really counsel them to de- 
liver up a helpless fugitive to his enemies. The 
messengers must have misunderstood or misre- 
ported the answer which they had received. He 
finally persuaded his countrymen to send a sec- 
end embassy: he himself was placed at the 
head of it. On their arrival, Aristodious ail» 
dressed the oracle as follows : 

^^To avoid a cruel death firom the Persians, 
Pactyas, a Lydian, fled to us for refuge. The 
Persians demanded that we should surrender 
him. Much as we are afiraid of their power, 
we are still more afi^d to deliver up a helphwt 
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•uppliant for protection without clear and da- 
oided directions from you.^ 

The embassy received tc tiiis demand dif 
lame reply as before. 

Still Aristodicus was not satisfied ; and, as 
if by way of bringing home to the oracle some* 
what more forcibly a sense of the true charac- 
ter of such an action as it seemed to recom- 
mend, he began to make a circuit in the grove 
which was around the temple in which the or* 
acle resided, and to rob and destroy the nesta 
which the birds had built there, allured, ap- 
parently, by the sacred repose and quietude of 
the scene. This had the desired effect A sol- 
emn voice was heard from the interior of the 
temple, saying, in a warning tone, 

'^ Impious man ! how dost thou dare to mo- 
lest those who have placed themselves under 
my protection V^ 

To this Aristodicus replied by asking the >r» 
ade how it was that it watched over and guard 
ed those who sought its own protection, whik 
tt directed the people of Cyme to abandon and 
betray suppliants for theirs. To this the oraola 
aoawered, 

*^I direct them to do it, in order that aaek 
impious men may the sooner bring down upco 
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their heads the judgments of heaven for having 
dared to entertain even the thonght of deliver* 
lug up a helpless fugitive." 

When this answer was reported to the peq>k 
of Cyme, they did not dare to give Paotyas up, 
nor, on the other hand, did they dare to inonr 
ihe enmity of the Persians by retaining and 
pror^eoting him.. They aooordingly sent him 
seoretly away. The emissaries of Mazares, 
however, followed him. They kept constantly 
on his track, demanding him sncoessively of 
every city where the hapless fugitive sought 
refuge, until, at length, partly by threats and 
partly by a reward, they induced a certain city 
to surrender him. Mazares sent him, a pris- 
oner, to Cyrus. Soon after this Mazares him- 
•elf died, and Harpagus was appointed governor 
of Lydia in his stead. 

In the mean time, Cyrus went on with his 
oonquests in the heart of Asia, and at length, 
in the course of a few years, he had completed 
bis arrangements and preparations for the at 
tack on Babylon. He advanced at the head 
of a large force to the vicinity of the city. 
The King of Babylon, whose name was Bel- 
shazzar, withdrew within the walls, shut the 
gates, and felt perfectly secure. A simple waU 
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was in those days a yery effeotnal proteotion 
against any armed foroe whaterer, if it was only 
high enongh not to be scaled, and thick enoagh 
ko resist the blows of a battering ram. The 
Artillery of modem times wonld have speedily 
made a fatal breach in snoh stmctores; but 
there was nothing but the simple force of man, 
applied through brazen-headed beams of wood, 
in those days, and Belshazzar knew well thai 
his walls would bid all such modes of demoli- 
tion a complete defiance. He stationed hit 
soldiers, therefore, on the walls, and his senti- 
dels in the watch towers, while he himself, and 
ill the nobles of his court, feeling perfectly se- 
jure in their impregnable condition, and being 
Abundantly supplied with all the means that 
the whole empire could furnish, both for suste- 
nance and enjoyment, gave themselves up, in 
their spacious palaces and gardens, to gayety, 
festivity, and pleasure. 

Cyrus advanced to the city. He stationed 
one large detachment of his troops at the open* 
ing in the main walls where the river entered 
into the city, and another one below, where it 
issued from it These detachments were order- 
•d to march into the city by the bed of the riv* 
er, as soon as they should observe the watef 
14 
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mbsididg. He then employed a vast foroe of 
laborers to open new channels, and to widen 
and deepen those which had existed before, fin 
tii# purpose of drawing off the waters &em 
ikeir usual bed. When these passages were 
thus prepared, the water was let into them one 
night, at a time preyiously designated, and it 
•oon ceased to flow through the city. The de- 
taohments of soldiers marched in over the bed 
of the streaun, carrying with them vast num- 
bers of ladders. With these they easily scaled 
tlie low walls which lined the banks of the riy- 
er, and Belshazzar was thunderstruck with the 
announcement made to him in the midst of one 
«f his feasts that the Persians were in oonqpioto 
«iid fiill poasoisiop of the dty. 
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TsE Restoration op the Jews. 

rilHE period of the invasion of Babylonia by 
-'- Cyrus, and the taking of the oity, was du- 
ring the time while the Jews were in captivity 
there. Cyrus was their deliverer. It results 
from this oiroumstanoe that the name of Cyrus 
is oonneoted with saored history more than that 
of any other great conqueror of ancient times. 

It was a common custom hi the early ages 
of the world for powerful sovereigns to take the 
people of a conquered country captive, and 
make them slaves. They employed them, to 
tome extent, as personal household servants, but 
more generally as agricultural laborers, to till 
the lands. 

An account of the captivity of the Jews in 
Babylon is given briefly in the closing chapters 
of the second book of Chronicles, though many 
of the attendant circumstances are more fully 
detailed in the book of Jeremiah. Jeremiab 
was a prophet who lived in the time of the cap* 
Uritj. Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon^ 
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made repeated inonrsicms into the land of Ja- 
dea, sometimes carrying away the reigning 
monarch, sometimes deposing him and appoint- 
ing another sovereign in his stead, sometimes 
assessing a tax or tribute upon the land, and 
sometimes plundermg the city, and carrying 
away all the gold and silver that he could find. 
Thus the kings and the people were kept in a 
continual state of anxiety and terror for many 
years, exposed incessantly to the inroads of this 
nation of robbers and plunderers, that had, ac 
unfortunately for them, found their way across 
their firontiers. King Zedekiah was the last of 
this oppressed and unhappy line of Jewish 
kings. 

The prophet Jeremiah was accustomed to de- 
nounce the sins of the Jewish nation, by which 
these terrible calamities had been brought upon 
them, with great courage, and with an elo- 
quence, solemn and sublime. He declared that 
the miseries which the people suffered were tha 
special judgments of Heaven, and he proolaio^ 
ad repeatedly and openly, and in the most pub- 
lic places of the city, still heavier calamitifta 
which he said were impending. The people 
were troubled and distressed at these prophetw 
warnings, and some of them were deeply in 
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oensed against Jeremiah for uttering them. 
Finally, on one occasion, he took his stand in 
one of the public courts of the Temple, and, ad« 
dressing the concourse of priests and people that 
were there, he declared that, unless the nation 
repented of their sins and turned to God, the 
whole city should be overwhelmed. Even u*iu 
Temple itself, the sacred house of GtKl, should 
be destroyed, and the very site abandoned. 

The priests and the people who heard this 
denunciation were greatly exasperated. They 
seized Jeremiah, and brQught him before a great 
judicial assembly for trial. The judges asked 
him why he uttered such predictions, declaring 
that by doing so he acted like an enemy to his 
country and a traitor, and that he deserved to 
lie. The excitement was very great against 
him, and the populace could hardly be restrain- 
ed from open violence. In the midst of this 
scene Jeremiah was calm and unmoved, and 
replied to their accusations as follows : 

^< Every thing which I have said against this 
eity and this house, I have said by the dirao- 
tkm of the Lord Jehovah. Instead of resenting 
it, and being angry with me for deUvering my 
message, it becomes you to look at your sinsi 
and repent of them, and forsake them. It may 
27—14 
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be that by so doing Qod will have meroy upon 
yon, and will avert the calamities which other* 
wiae win most certainly come. As for myseli^ 
iiere I am in your hands. Yon can deal wiA 
me jnst as yon think best Yon can kill m« 
if yon wiU, but yon may be assured that if yon 
do so, you will bring the guilt and the conse- 
quences of shedding innocent blood upon your* 
selves and upon this city. I have said nothing 
and foretold nothing but by commandment of 
the Lord.^» 

The speech producedi as might haw been 
e3q>ected, a great division among the hearers. 
Some were more angry ttian ever, and were 
eager to put the prophet to death. Others de- 
fended him, and insisted that he should not die. 
The latter, for the time, prevailed. Jeremiah 
was set at liberty, and continued his earnest 
expostulations with the people on account of 
their sins, and his terrible annunciations of the 
impending ruin of the city just as before. 

These unwelcome truths being so painful fbi 
the people to hear, other prophets »)on began to 
appear to utter contrary predictions, (at tiie 
sake, doubtless, of the popularity which they 
should themselves acquire by tiieir promiaas of 

* Jaraviah, zxri., 19-15. ' 
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retaming peaoe and prosperity. The name of 
eae of these false prophets was Hananiah. On 
aoe oooasiony Jeremiah, in order to present and 
mdofroe what he had to say more efTectnally on 
the minds of the people hy means of a yisibk 
symbol, made a small wooden yoke, by divine 
direction, and placed it upon his neck, as a to- 
ken of the bondage which his predictions were 
threatening. Hananiah took this yoke from his 
neck and broke it, saying that, as he had thv. % 
broken Jeremiah's wooden yoke, so God would 
break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar from all na- 
tions within two years ; and then, even those 
of the Jews who had already been taken cap* 
tive to Babylon should return again in peace. 
Jeremiah replied that Hananiah's predictions 
were false, and that, though the wooden yoke 
was broken, Qod would make for Nebuchad- 
nezzar a yoke of iron, with which he should 
bend the Jewish nation ia a bondage more cruel 
than ever. Still, Je^smiah himself predicted 
that after seventy >-«irs from vhe time when 
the last great capt' tty should come, the Jews 
should all be restored again to their native land. 
He expressed this certain restoration of the 
Jews, on one occasion, by a sort of symbol, by 
means of which he made a much stronger im* 
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pression on the minds of the people than oould 
have been done by simple words. There was 
A piece of land in the oountry of Benjamin, one ' 
9t the provinces of Judea, which belonged to 
the family of Jeremiah, and it was held in such 
a way that, by paying a certain som of money, 
Jeremiah himself might possess it, the right 
of redemption being in him. Jeremiah was in 
prison at this time. His uncle's son came into 
the court of the prison, and proposed to him to 
purchase the land. Jeremiah did so in the most 
public and formal manner. The title deeds 
were drieiwn up and subscribed, witnesses were 
summoned, the money weighed and paid over, 
the whole transaction being regularly complet- 
ed according to the forms and usages then com- 
mon for the conveyance of landed property 
When all was finished, Jeremiah gave the 
papers into the hands of his scribe, directing 
him to put them safely away and preserve them 
with care, for after a certain period the cbuntry 
of Judea would again be restored to the peace- 
able possession of the Jews, and such titles to 
land would possess once more their full and 
original value. 

On one occasion, when Jeremiah's personal 
libertv was restricted so that he could not uttei 
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pablicly, himself, his prophetical warnings, he 
employed Baruch, his soribe, to write them from 
Us dictation, with a view of reading them to 
ihe people from some public and freqnented 
part of the city. The prophecy thus dictated 
was inscribed upon a roll of parchment. Ba- 
ruch waited, when he had completed the writ- 
ing, until a favorable opportunity occurred for 
reading it, which was on the occasion of a great 
festival that was held at Jerusalem, and which 
brought the inhabitants of the land together 
from all parts of Judea. On the day of the 
festival, Baruch took the roll in his hand, and 
stationed himself at a very public place, at the 
entrance of one of the great courts of the Tem- 
ple ; there, calling upon the people to bear him, 
he began to read. A great concourse gathered 
around him, and all listened to him with pro- 
found attention. One of the by-standers, how- 
ever, went down immediately into the city, to 
the king's palace, and reported to the king's 
eouncil, who were then assembled there, that a 
great concourse was convened in one of the 
eonrts of the Temple, and that Baruch was 
there reading to them a discourse or prophecy 
which had been written by Jeremiah. The 
members of the council sent a smnmons to Ba-' 
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rnoh to come immediately to them, and to bring 
hit writing witli him. 

When Banieh arrived, they directed him U 
fwd what he had written. Bamch aooordingly 
iMd it They asked him when and how that 
diaoonrfo was written. Bamch replied that he 
had written it, word by word, from the dicta- 
tion of Jeremiah. The officers informed him 
that they should be obliged to report the cir- 
enmstances to the king, and they counseled 
Baruch to go to Jeremiah and recommend to 
him to oonceal himself, lest the king, in his an- 
ger, should do him some sudden and violent in- 
jury.* 

The officers then, leaving the rail in one of 
their own apartments, went to the king, and 
reported the facts to him. He sent one of his 
attendants, named Jehudi, to bring the roll. 
When it came, the king directed Jehudi to 
read it Jehudi did so, standing by a fire whidi 
had been made in the apartihent, for it was 
bitter cold. 

After Jehudi had read a few pages from the 
ndl, finding that it contained a repetition of 
the same denunciations and warnings by which 

* See the eooemitof tbete traoMOtUnif in tiie S$tb 
•f Jeramiah. 
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tb» king had often been displeased before, he 
took a knife and began to cut the parchment 
intc pieces, and to throw it on the fire. Scnuo 
other persons who were standing by interfered, 
and earnestly begged the king not to allow the 
roll to be burned. Bat the king did not inter- 
fere. He permitted Jehudi to destroy the parch- 
ment altogether, and then sent ofi&cers to take 
Jeremiah and Bamch, and bring them to him * 
but they were nowhere to be found. 

The prophet, on one occasion, was reduced 
to extreme distress by the persecutions whidi 
tna faithfulness, and the incessant urgency of 
his warnings and expostulations had brought 
upon him. It was at a time when the Chal- 
dean armies had been driven away firom Jem 
salem for a short period by the Egyptians, as one 
vulture drives away another firom its prey. Jer- 
emiah determined to avail himself of the op- 
portunity to go to the province of Benjamin, to 
visit his firiends and family there. He was in^ 
teroepted, however, at one of the gates, on hit 
way, and accused of a design to make his e0» 
oape firom the city, and go over to the Chalde* 
ans. The prophet earnestly denied this charge 
They paid no regard to his declarations, bsl 
eeot him back to Jerusalem, to the offioen off 
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the king's goveniment, who confined him in ■ 
boose which they used as a prison. 

Afiei he had remained in this plaoe of oon- 
liaement for several days, the king sent and 
look him from it, and brought him to the palaoe 
The king inquired whether he had any propheoy 
to uttei from the Lord. Jeremiah replied that 
the word of the Lord was, that the Chaldeans 
should certainly return again, and that Zede- 
kiah hunself should fall into their hands, and 
be carried captive to Babylon. While he thus 
persisted so strenuously in the declarations 
which he had made so often before, he demand- 
ed of the king that he should not be sent back 
again to the house of imprisonment from which 
he had been rescued. The king said he would 
not send him back, and he accordingly directed, 
instead, that he should be taken to the court 
of the public prison, where his confinement 
would be less rigorous, and there he was to be 
supplied daily with food, so long, as 'he king 
expressed it, as there should be any food r^ 
Miining m the city. 

But Jeremiah's enemies were not at rest 
They came again, after a time, to the king) 
and represented to him that the pnphet, by his 
gloomy and terrible predictions, discouraged and 
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depressed the hearts of the people, and weak- 
ened their hands ; that he ought, acoordingly, to 
be regarded as a pablio enemy ; and they begged 
the king to proceed decidedly against him. The 
king replied that he would give him into their 
hands, and they might do with him what they 



There was a dungeon in the prison, the only 
access to which was from above. Prisoners 
were let down into it with ropes, and left there 
to die of hunger. The bottom of it was wet 
and miry, and the prophet, when let down into 
its gloomy depths, sank into the deep mire. 
Here he would soon have died of hunger and 
misery ; but the king, feeling some misgivings 
in regard to what he had done, lest it might 
really be a true prophet of God that he had thus 
delivered into the hands of his enemies, inquii- 
ed what the people had done with their prison- 
er ; and when he learned that he had been thus, 
as it were, buried alive, he immediately sent 
oflioers with orders to take him out of the dun- 
geon. The officers went to the dungeon. They 
opened the mouth of it. They had brought 
ropes with them, to be used for drawing the 
unhappy prisoner up, and cloths, also, which be 
was to fold together and place under his ann«, 
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where the ropes were to pass. These ropes and 
eioths they let down into the dungeon, and oall- 
sd upon Jeremiah to place them properly aronnd 
his body. Thus they drew him safely np out 
li the dismal den. 

These cruel persecutions of the faithful prc^h- 
et were all unavailing either to silence his voioa 
or to avert the calamities which his Mramings 
portended. At the appointed time, the judg- 
ments which had been so long predicted camo 
in all their terrible reality. The Babylonians 
invaded the land in great force, and encamped 
about the city. The siege continued for two 
years. At the end A that time the famine be- 
came insupportable. Zedekiah, the king, de- 
termined to make a sortie, with as strong a foroe 
as he could command, secretly, at night, in hopes 
to escape with his own life, and intending to 
.eave the city to its fate. He succeeded in 
passing out through the city gates with hifl 
band of followers, and in actually passing the 
Babylonian lines ; but he had not gone far be* 
fore his escape was discovered. He was puw 
sued and taken. The city was then Fitormed, 
and, as usual in such ca9^, it was given up to 
plunder and destruction. Vast numbers of the 
inhabitants were killed ; many more were tak* 
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€11 oaptive ; the {Nrinoipal buildings, both pabbo 
and priYate^ were burned ; the walls were bro- 
ken down, and all the public treasures of th« 
fews, the gold and silyer vessels of the TemplO; 
md a yast quantity of private plunder, werf 
oarried away to Babylon by the conquerors. 
All this was seyenty years before the conquest 
o[ Babylon by Cyras. 

Of course, during the time of this captivityi 
a yery considerable portion of the inhabitants 
of Judea remained in their native land. The 
deportation of a whole people to a foreign land 
is impossible. A vast number, however, of the 
inhabitants of the country were carried away, 
and they remained, for two generations, in a 
miserable bondage. Some of them were em- 
ployed as agricultural laborers in the rural dis- 
tricts of Babylon ; others remained in the city, 
and were engaged in servile labors there. The 
prophet Daniel lived in the pedaoes of the king. 
He was summoned, as the reader will recoUecty 
to Belshazzar's feast, on the night when Cyrus 
finrced his way into the city, to interpret the 
mysterious writing on the wall, by which the 
fall of the Babylonian monarchy was announced 
in so terrible a manner. 

One year after Cyrus had conquered Baby* 
15 
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Ion, he issued an edict authorizing the Jews tm 
return to Jerusalem, and to rebuild the city and 
the Temple. This event had been long before 
predicted by the prophets, as the result whidi 
Qod had determined upon for purposes of hk 
own We should not naturally have expected 
that such a conqueror as Cyrus would feel any 
real and honest interest in promoting the de- 
signs of God ; but still, in the proclamation 
which he issued authorizing the Jews to return^ 
he acknowledged the supreme divinity of Jeho- 
vah, and says that he was charged by him with 
the work of rebuilding his Temple, and restoring 
his worship at its ancient seat on Mount Zion. 
It has, however, been supposed by some schol- 
ars, who have examined attentively all the cir- 
cumstances connected with these transactions, 
that so far as Cyrus was influenced by political 
considerations in ordering the return of the 
Jews, his design was to re-establish that nation 
as a barrier between his dominions and those of 
the Egyptians. The Egyptians and the Chal- 
deans had long been deadly enemies, and now 
tnat Cyrus had become master of the Chaldean 
realms, he would, of course, in assuming theii 
territories and their power, be obliged to defend 
himself against ^their fo«« 
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WKatoYer may have been the motivos of Cy- 
ras, he decided to allow the Hebrew oaptivee to 
letani; and he iasned a proolamation to that «^ 
tboL As seventy years had elapsed sinoe Um 
saptivity oommenoed, about two generati<»ui 
had passed away, and there oonld have been 
very few then liying who had ever seen the land 
ct their fathers. The Jews were, however, all 
eager to return. They ooUeoted in a vast as- 
sembly, with all the treasures whioh they were 
allowed to take, and the stores of provisions 
and baggage, and with horses, and mules, and 
other beasts ofburden to transport them. Wh^i 
assemUed for the march, it was found that the 
number, of whioh a very exact census was tak- 
en, was forty-nine tiiousand six hundred and 
ninety-seven. 

They had also with tiiem seven or eight hund- 
red horses, about two hundred and fifty mules, 
and about five hundred camels. The chief part, 
however, of their baggage and stores was boms 
by asses, of which there were nearly seven thou- 
sand in the train. The march of this peacefOi 
omltitode of families-Hoaen, women, and chil- 
Iren togeihep— burdened as they leent, not with 
anms and ammuniticm for conquest and destmo- 
tiflD, but with tools and implements for baomi 
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indnstxy, and stores of provisions and ntensih 
for the peaceful purposes of social life, as it wtm, 
iu its bearings and results, one of the grandest 
events of history, so it must have presented, in 
its progress, one of the most extraordinary speo- 
taoles that the world has ever seen. 

The grand oaravan pursued its long and toil* 
some march from Babylon to Jerusalem with- 
out molestation. All arrived safely, and the 
people immediately commenced the work of 
repairing the walls of the city and rebuilding 
the Temple. When, at length, the foundations 
of the Temple were laid, a great celebration was 
held to commemorate the event. This celebra* 
tion exhibited a remarkable scene of mingled 
rejoicing and mourning. The younger part of 
the population, who had never seen Jerusalem 
in its former grandeur, felt only exhilaration and 
joy at their re-establishment in the city of theii 
fathers. The work of raising the edifice, whose 
foundations they had laid, was to them simply 
a new enterprise, and they looked forward to 
die work of carrying it on with pride and pleas- 
me. The old men, however, who remembered 
the former Temple, were filled with moumfol 
recollections of days of prosperity and peace in 
their childhood and of tiie magnificence of the 
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fonner Temple, which they oould now never 
hope to see realized agaia. It was onstomary 
in those days, to express sorrow and grief by 
exolamations and outcries, as gladness and joy 
are expressed audibly now. Accordingly, on 
this occasion, the cries of grief and of bitter re* 
gret at the thought of losses which conld now 
never be retrieved, were mingled with the shouts 
of rejoicing and triumph raised by the ardent 
and young, who knew nothing of the past, but 
looked forward with hope and happiness to the 
future. 

The Jews encountered various hinderances, 
and met with much opposition in their attempts 
to reconstruct their ancient city, and to re-es- 
tablish the Mosaic ritual there. We must, how 
ever, now return to the history of Cyrus, refer* 
ring the reader for a narrative of the ciroum« 
stances connected with the rebuilding of Jeru- 
salem to the very minute account given in tba 
naflrod books of Ezra and Nehemiab. 

27—16 
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Chaptbr X 

Thb Story op Panthba. 

£N the preoeding chapters of this work, we 
have followed mainly the authority of He- 
rodotus, except, indeed, in the aoooont of the 
visit of Cyms to his grandfather in his child- 
hood, which is taken from Xeaophon. We 
shall, in this chapter, relate the story of Pan- 
thea, which is also one of X^iof^n's tales 
We give it as a specimen of the romantic nar- 
ratives in which Xenophon's history abounds, 
and on JM>ooant of the miany ilktstrations of an 
oient manners and customs whidi it contains, 
leaving it for each readw to decide lor himsdf 
what weight he will attach to its okdms to be 
regarded as veritable history. We relate the 
story here in 3ur own kngoage, but as to the 
fitots, we follow faithfully the course of Xeno> 
phon's narration. 

Pantbea was a Susian captive. She was 
taken, together with a great many other cap- 
tives and much plunder, afbr one of the great 
battles which Cyrus fought with the Assyrianf 
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Her husband was an Assyrian general, thougb 
he himself was not captured at this time with 
bb wife. The spoil which came into possessioo 
of the army on the occasion of the battle in 
wfMdh Panthea was taken was of great value 
There were beautiful and costly suits of arms, 
ikb tents made of splendid materials and highly 
ornamented, large sums of money, vessels of 
silver and gold, and slaves— some prized for their 
beauty, and others for certain accomplishments 
which were highly valued in those days. Cy- 
rus appointed a sort of commission to divide this 
spoil. He pursued always a very generous pol- 
icy on all these occasions, showing no desire to 
secure such treasures to himself, but distrib- 
uting them with profuse liberality among his 
officers and soldiers. 

The commissioners whom he appointed b 
this case divided the spoil among the veurioua 
generals of the army, and among the different 
bodies of soldiery, with great impartiality. 
Among the prizes assigned to Cyrus were tw« 
singing women of great fame, and this Susiai 
lady. Cyrus thanked the distributors for the 
share of booty which they had thus assigned tc 
him, but said that if any of his friends wished 
for either of these captives, they could have 



Digitized 



by Google 



228 Ctrus the Great. 

FmHuh gtfiB to Cynw. ArMpes. Ihwiliiw 

them. An officer asked for one of the singers. 
Cyms gave her to him immediately, saying, << I 
eonsider myself more obliged to yon for asking 
her, than yon are to me for giving her to yon.'' 
As for the Snsian lady, Cyrus had not yet seen 
her, but he called one of his most intimate and 
confidential friends to him, and requested him 
to take her under his charge. 

The name of this officer was Araspes. He 
was a Mede, and he had been Cyrus's particu- 
lar friend and playmate when he was a boy, 
visiting his grandfather in Media. The reader 
will perhaps recollect that he is mentioned to- 
ward the close of our account of that visit, as 
the special favorite to whom Cyrus presented 
his robe or mantle when he took leave of his 
friends in returning to his native land. 

Araspes, when he received this charge, asked 
Cyrus whether he had himself seen the 'ady. 
Cyms replied that he had not. Araspes then 
proceeded to give an account of her. The name 
of her husband Was Abradates, and he was the 
king of Susa, as they termed him. The reasoa 
why he was not taken prisoner at the same 
time with his wife was, that when the battle 
was fought and the Assyrian camp captured, 
he was absent, having gone away on an em- 
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hassage to another nation. This circnmstancc 
•hows that Abradates, thongh called a kingi 
eoold hardly have been a soyereign and ind& 
pendent prince, but rather a goyemor or yio»> 
roy — those words expressing to our minds mors 
truly the station of such a sort of king as coqM 
be sent on an embassy. 

Araspes went on to say that, at the time of 
their making the capture, he, with some others, 
went into Panthoa's tent, where they found hei 
and her attendant ladies sitting on the ground, 
with yeils oyer their faces; patiently awaiting 
their doom. Notwithstanding the concealment 
produced by the attitudes emd dress of these la- 
dies, there was something about the air and 
figure of Panthea which showed at once that 
she was the queen. The leader of Araspes's 
party asked them all to rise. They did so, and 
then the superiority of Panthea was still more 
apparent than before. There was an extraor* 
dinary grace and beauty in her attitude and in 
all her motions. She stood in a dejected pos* 
tnre, and her countenance was sad, though in« 
•xpressibly loyely. She endeayored to appear 
ealm and composed, though the tears had eyi« 
dently been falling from her eyes. 

The soldiers pitied her in her distress, and 
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the leader of the party atten^^tad to ocmaole her, 
as Araspes said, by telling lier that she had 
nothing to fisar ; that they were aware that har 
hoaband was a most worthy and excellent man ; 
and althoagh, by this oaptnre, she was lost to 
him, she wonld have no oanse to regret the 
event, for she would be reserved £» a new hns- 
Dand not at -all inferior to her f<»mer one either 
in person, in understanding, in rank|<or in powttr. 

These well-meant attempts at oonHolation did 
not appear to have the good effeot desired. 
They only awakened Panthea's grief and saf- 
fering anew. The tears began to fall again 
faster than before. Her grief soon became more 
and more nnoontroUable. She sobbed and cried 
aloud, and began to wring her hands and tear her 
mantle-^the customary Oriental expression of 
inconsolable sorrow and despair. Araspes said 
that in these gesticulations her neck, and hands, 
and a part of her face a{q)eared, and that she 
was the most beautifol woman that he had evw 
beheld. He wished Cyrus to see her. 

Cyrus said, << No ; he would not see her by 
any means." Araspes asked him yAy. He 
said that there would be danger that he shookl 
forget his duty to the army, and lose his inter- 
est in the great military enterprise in wbirh he 



Digitized 



by Google 



The Story op Panthba. 231 



9fn» iieWMM to m« PiafliM. Hig 



engaged, if he shonld alknr himself to be- 
come captivated by the ohanns of suoh a ladVi 
at he yery probably would be if he were now to 
vftnt her. Araspes said in reply that Cynu 
ffligbt at least see her ; as to becoming oapti- 
y«ted with her, and devoting himself to her to 
Biiri> a degree as to neglect his other duties, he 
could certainly control himself in respect te that 
dasger. Cyrus said that it was not certain 
&at he could so control himself; and then there 
fcdbwed a long discussion between Cyrus and 
Araspes, in which Araspes maintained that ev- 
ery man had the commaiHi of his own heart and 
affections*, and that, with proper determination 
and energy, he could direct the diannels in 
which they should run, and confine tiiem with- 
in such limits and bounds as he pleased. Cy- 
rus, on the other hand, maintained that human 
paaraoBB were stronger than the human wQl ; 
&at no one could rely on the strength of his 
reacdutions to control the impulses of the heart 
Mice strongly excited, and that a man^ onl} 
•afoty was in controlling the circ um st a nces 
wUeh tended to excite them. This was sp^ 
dally true, he said, in respect to ihe passion of 
kf9%^ The experience of mankind, he said, had 
shown that no strength of moral principle, nt 
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finnness of purpose^ no fixedness of resolationi 
DO degree of suffering, no fear of shame, was 
•officient to control, in the hearts of men, the 
Impetaosity of the passion of love, when it was 
onoe fairly awakened. In a word, Araspee ad- 
vocated, on the subjeot of love, a sort of new 
school philosophy, while that of Cyms leaned 
very serioasly toward the old. 

In conclusion, Cyms jocosely counseled Aras- 
pes to beware lest he should prove that love was 
stronger than the will by becoming himself 
enamored of the beautiful Susian queen. Aras- 
pes said that Cyrus need not fear ; there was 
no danger. He must be a miserable wretoh 
indeed, he said, who could not summon within 
him sufficient resolution and energy to control 
his own passions and desires. As for himself, 
he was sure that he was safe. 

As usual with those who are self-confident 
and boastful, Araspes failed when the time of 
trial came. He took charge of the royal cap* 
live whom Cyrus committ^ to him with a very 
firm resolution to be faithful to his trust He 
pitied the unhappy queen's misfortunes, and 
admired the heroic patience and gentleness of 
spirit with which she bore them. The beauty 
of her countenance, and her thousand persona) 
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ohanns, which were all heightened by the ex 
pressioQ of sadness and sorrow which they bore, 
toached his heart. It gave him pleasure to 
grant her every indulgence consistent with her 
condition of captivity^ and to do eyery thing in 
h^s power to promote her welfare. She was 
very grateful for these favors, and the few brief 
words and looks of kindness with which she re- 
tomed them repaid him for his efforts to please 
her a thousand-fold. He saw her, too, in her 
tent, in the presence of her maidens, at all 
times ; and as she looked upon him as only her 
custodian and guard, and as, too, her mind was 
wholly occupied by the thoughts of her absent 
husband and her hopeless grief, her actions were 
entirely free and unconstrained in his presence. 
This made her only the more attractive ; every 
attitude and movement seemed to possess, in 
Ajraspes's mind, an inexpressible charm. In a 
word, the result was what Cyrus had predicted. 
Araspes became wholly absorbed in the interest 
which was awakened in him by the charms of 
the beautiful captive. He made many resolu- 
tkms, but they were of no avaiL WhUe he was 
away from her, he felt strong in his determina- 
tion to yield to these feelings no more ; but as 
noon as he came into her presence, all these res- 
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olnti<m8 meUed whoJy away, and he yi^ded 
his heart entirely to the ocmtrol of en^jotmit 
irtiioh, however vinmhle they might appear at 
a distance, were found, when the time of trial 
oan», to possess a certain mysterious and mag- 
ae power, which made it most delightful f(Mr the 
heart to yield before them in the contest, and 
utterly impossible to stand firm and renst. In 
a word, wh^i seen at a distance, love appeared 
to him an enemy which he was ready to^ brave, 
and was sore that he could overcome ; but when 
near, it tran^rmed itself into the guise of a 
frimd, and be accordingly threw do¥m the arms 
with which he had intended to combat it, and 
gave himsrif up to it in a delirium of pleas- 
ure. 

I%ing9 oontiniied is this state finr sometime. 
The army advanced from post to post, and from 
encampment to enoamiMnent, taking the cap- 
tives in ihmr tradn. New cities were taken, 
new provinces overrun, and new plans for frttniv 
eenquests wntc formed. At last a case ooeop- 
red in which Cyrus wished to send some on# 
a» a spy into a distant enemy^a oinntry. The 
circumstances were such that it was necessaiy 
that a person of ocmsiderable intelligence and 
rank should go^ as Cyrus wished the mesaenger 
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whom lie ahonld send to make his way to the 
eoart rf the sovereign, and become perK)nally 
aoqaainted with the leading men of tha state, 
And to examine the general resonroes of the 
kingdoih. It was a very different case from 
ihat of an oidinary spy, who was to go into a 
Aoighboring camp merely to report the num- 
bers and disposition of an organized army. Cy- 
ras was uncertain whom he should send on such 
an embassy. 

In the mean time, Araspes had ventured to 
express to Panthea his love for her. She was 
ofiended. In the first place, she was faithful to 
her husband, and did not wish to receive such 
•addresses from any person. Then, besides, 
she considered Araspes, having been placed in 
charge of her by Cyrus, his master, only for the 
purpose of keeping her safely, as guilty of a 
i^etrayal of his trust in having dared to cherish 
and express sentiments of affection for her him- 
self. She, however, forbore to reproach hini, 
iff to complain of him to Cyrus. She simply 
rapeUed the advances that he made, supposing 
that, if she did this with £rmness and decision, 
Araspes would feel rebuked and would say no 
more. It did not, however, produce this effect 
Araspes continuea to importune her with deo* 
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larations of love, and at length she felt com- 
pelled to appeal to Cyrus. 

^yms, instead of being incensed at what 
lOight have been considered a betrayal of trust 
on the part of Araspes, only laughed at the fail 
nre and fall in which all his favorite's promises 
and boastings had ended. He sent a messen- 
ger to Araspes to caution him in regard to Mb 
conduct, telling him that he ought to respect 
the feelings of such a woman as Panthea had 
proved herself to be. The messenger whom 
Cyrus sent was not content with delivering his 
message as Cyrus had dictated it. He made it 
much more stern and severe. In fact, he re- 
proached the lover, in a very harsh and bitter 
manner, for indulging such a passion. He told 
him that he had betrayed a sacred trust reposed 
in him, and acted in a manner at once impious 
and unjust Araspes was overwhelmed with 
remorse and anguish, and with fear of the con- 
sequences which might ensue, as men are whan 
the time arrives for being called to account fiir 
transgressions which, while they were commit* 
ting them, gave them little concern. 

When Cyrus heard how much Araqies had 
been distressed by the message of reproof whieh 
he had reoenvd« and by his fears of punishmenli 
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he sent for him Araspes came. Cyme toU 
him that he had no oocasion to be alanned. ^* I 
do not wonder," said he, ^^ at the resnlt which 
has happened. We all know how difficult it ii 
fco resist the influence which is exerted upon oui 
minds by the charms of a beautifhl woman, 
when we are thrown into circumstances of 
familiar intercourse with her. Whatever of 
wrong there has been ought to be considered 
as more my fault than yours. I was wrong in 
placing you in such circumstances of tempta- 
tion, by giving you so beautiful a woman in 
charge." 

Araspes was very much struck with the gen- 
erosity of Cyrus, in thus endeavoring to soothe 
his anxiety and remorse, and taking upon him- 
self the responsibility and the blame. He 
thanked Cyrus very earnestly for his kindness ; 
but he said that, notwithstanding his sovereign's 
willingness to forgive him, he felt still oppressed 
with grief and concern, for the knowledge of 
his fault had been spread abroad in the army ; 
his enemies were rejoicing over him, and were 
predicting his disgrace and ruin ; and some pet • 
sons had even advised him to make his escapCi 
by absconding before any wDrse jalamity should 
befall him. 
16 
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"If this is 80,** said Cyrus, '^it puts it fat 
your power to render me a very essential smf^ 
ioe.'' Cyrus then explained to Araspes ibe 
reoessity that he was under of irading some 
confidential agent to go on a seoret rmssion into 
the enemy's country, and the importance that 
the messenger should go under such circum- 
stances as not to be suspected of being C^rrus^ 
friend in disguise. "You can pretend to ab- 
scond," said he ; " it will be immediately said 
that you fled for fear of my displeasure. 1 wiB 
pretend to send in pursuit of you. The news 
of your evasion will spread rapidly, and will be 
carried, doubtless, into the enemy*s country ; so 
that, when you arrive there, they will be pre^ 
pared to welcome yim as a desertey frwn my 
cause, and a refugee." 

This plan was agreed upon, and Araspes pre* 
pared for his departure. Cyrus gave him hit 
instructions, and they concerted together the id* 
formation — fictitious, of course— which he ww 
to communicate to the enemy in respect to Cy- 
rug's situation and designs. When all was 
ready for his departure, Cyrus asked him h#iw 
it was that he was so willing tc separate himself 
thus from the beautiful Panthea. He said in 
reply, that when be wcus absent from Ptotbetti 
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lie was oapable of easily forming any determine 
atkm, and of pursiiing any line of oondoot that 
luB duty required, while yet, in her presenoe, Iw 
iMind his love for her, and the impetnoos feeU 
bigs to which it gave rise, wholly and absolnte- 
\y nnoontrollable. 

As soon as Araspes was gone, Panthea, who 
iapposed that he had reaUy fled for fear of the 
faidignation of the king, in oonseqnence of his 
nnfaithfiilness to his trust, sent to Cyrus a mes- 
sage, expressing her regret at the unworthy oon- 
duct and the flight at Araspes, and saying thai 
she oould, and gladly would, if he consented, 
repair the loss which the desertion of Araspes 
occasioned by sending for her own husband. 
He was, she said, dissatisfied with ihe govern- 
ment under which he lived, having been cruelly 
and tyrannically treated by the prince. ^^ If 
you wDl allow me to send for him," she added, 
^* J am sure he will come and join your army ; 
and I assure you that you will find him a much 
more faithfid and devoted servant than Aiaspes 
has been." 

Cyrus consented to this proposal, and Pan 
tbea sent for Abradates. Abradates came at 
the head of two thousand horse, which formed 
a very unotirtant addition to the forces under 
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Cyrus's command. The meeting between Pan 
thea and her husband was joyful in the extreme 
When Abradates learned from his wife how hon- 
Mrable and kind had been the treatment wliich 
CjTUB had rendered to her, he was oyerwhelmed 
with a sense of gratitude, and he declared that 
he would do the utmost in his power to requite 
the obligations he was under. 

Abradates entered at once, with great ardor 
and zeal, into plans-for making the force which 
he had brought as efficient as possible in the 
service of Cyrus. He observed that Cyrus was 
interested, at that time, in attempting to build 
and equip a corps of anned chariots, such as 
were often used in fields of battle in those days. 
This was a very expensive sort of force, corre- 
ponding, in that respect, with the artillery used 
in modern times. The carriages were heavy 
and strong, and were drawn generally by two 
horses. They had short, scythe-like blades of 
steel projecting from the axle-trees on each ddei 
oy which the ranks of the enemy were mowe4 
5L<wn when the carriages were driven among 
them. The chariots were made to contain, be- 
sides the driver of the horses, one ot more war- 
riors, each armed in the completest manner 
Thefl^ warriors stood on the floor of the vehicle 
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and fought with javelins and spears. The great 
plains which abound in the interior oonntries 
of Asia were very favorable for this spedes o^ 
warfare. 

Abradates inimediately fitted up for Cyras a 
hundred suoh chariots at his own expense, and 
provided horses to draw them from his own 
troop He made one chariot much larger than 
the rest, for himself, as he intended to take 
command of this corps of chariots in person. 
His own chariot was to be drawn by ei^t 
horses. His wife Panthea was very much in- 
terested in these preparations. She wished to 
do something herself toward the outfit She 
aooordingly furnished, from her own private 
treasures, a helmet, a corslet, and arm-pieces 
of gold. These articles formed a suit of armor 
sufiicient to cover all that part of the body 
which would be exposed in standing in the 
chariot. She also provided breast-pieces and 
•ide-pieces of brass for the horses. The whole 
ohariot, thus equipped, with its eight horses is 
their gay trappings and resplendent armor, and 
with Abradates standing within it, clothed in 
ois panoply of gold, presented, as it drove, in thff 
sight of the whole army, around the plain of 
the encampment, a most in4()osing speotaole 
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It was a worthy leader, as the speotators thon^ti 
to head the formidable oolumn of a hundred 
similar engines which were to follow in its 
train. If we imagine the havoo whioh a himd« 
red soythe-armed carriages would produce when 
driven, with headlong fury, into dense masses of 
men, on a rast open plain, we shall have some 
idea of one item of the horrors of ancient war. 
The full splendor of Abradates's equipments 
were not, however, displayed at first, for Pan- 
thea kept what she had done a secret for a 
time, intending to reserve her contribution fin 
a parting present to her husband when the pe- 
riod should arrive for going into battle. She 
had accordingly taken the measure for her work 
by stealth, from the armor which Abradates 
was accustomed to wear, and had caused the 
artificers to make the golden pieces with the 
utmost secrecy. Besides the substantial de- 
fenses of gold which she provided, she added 
various other articles for ornament and decora- 
tion There was a purple robe, a crest for Urn 
helmet, which was of a violet color, plumes, 
and likewise bracelets for the wrists. Panthea 
kept all these things herself until the day ai« 
rived when her husband was going into battle 
Car the first time with his train, and then, wheo 
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he went into his tent to prepare himself to as- 
oend his chariot, she brought them to him. 

Abradates was astonished when he saw them 
He soon understood how they had been provid- 
ed, and he exclaimed, with a heart full of sor- 
prise and pleasure, ^^And so, to provide me 
with this splendid armor and dress, you have 
been depriving yourself of all your finest and 
most beautiful ornaments !" 

" No,** said Panthea, ** you are yourself my 
finest ornament, if you appear in other people's 
eyes as you do in min^^, and I have not depriv- 
ed myself of you.'* 

The appearance which Abradates made in 
other people's eyes was certainly very splendid 
on this occasion. There were manv spectators 
present to see him mount his cnanot and drive 
away; but so great was their admiration of 
Panthea's affection and regard for her husband, 
and so much impressed were they with her 
beauty, that the great chariot, the resplendent 
horses, and the grand warrior with his armor of 
gold, which the mag2iificent equipage was in- 
tended to convey, were, all together, scarcely 
able to draw away the eyes of the spectators 
firom her. She stood, for a while, by the side 
oi the chariot, addressing her husband in an un» 
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dcr tone, reminding him of the obligations which 
they were under to Cyrus for his generdus and 
noble treatment of her, and urging him, now 
that he was going to be put to the test, to re- 
deem the promise whioh she had made in lis 
name, that Cyrus would find him faithful, 
brave, and true. 

The driver then dosed the door by whioh Ab- 
radates had mounted, so that Panthea was sep- 
arated from her husband, though she oould still 
see him as he stood in his plaoe. She gazed 
upon him with a oountenanoe full of affection 
and solicitude. She kissed the margin of the 
chariot as it began to move away. She walked 
along after it as it went, as if, after all, she 
oould not bear the separation. Abradates turn- 
ed, and when he saw her coming on after the 
carriage, he said, waving his hand for a parting 
salutation, ^< Farewell, Panthea ; go back now 
to your tent, and do not be anxious about me. 
Farewell." Panthea turned — her attendants 
came and took her away — ^the spectators all 
turned, too, to follow her with their eyes, and 
no one paid any regard to the chariot or to Ab- 
radates until she was gone. 

On the field of battle, before the engagement 
ommenced, Cyrus, in passing along the lines^ 
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pftOBod) when he oame to the ohaiiots of Abra 
dates, to examine the arrangements which had 
^een made for them, and to converse a moment 
with the chief. He saw that the chariots were 
drawn up in a part of the field where there was 
opposed to them a very formidable array of 
Egyptian soldiers. The Egyptians in this war 
were allies of the enemy. Abradates, leaving 
his chariot in the charge of his driver, descend- 
ed and came to Cyrus, and remained in conver* 
sation with him for a few moments, to receive 
his last orders. Cyrus directed him to remair 
where he was, and not to attack the enemy 
until he received a certain signal. At length 
the two chieftains separated ; Abradates return- 
ed to his chariot, and Cyrus moved on. Ab- 
radates dien moved slowly along his lines, to 
encourage and animate his men, and to give 
them the last directions in respect to the charge 
which they were about to make on the enemy 
when the signal should be given. All eyes wero 
turned to the magnificent spectacle which hit 
squipage presented as it advanced toward them ; 
the chariot, moving slowly along the line, the 
tall and highly-decorated form of its commander 
rising in the center of it, while the eight hcNrseSi 
animated by the sound of i\e trumpets, and by 
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the TariouB exoitements of the scene, steppeu 
proudlyi their brazen armor clanking as they 
oame. 

When> at length, the signal was given, Ab 
radates, calling on the other chariots to follow, 
pat his horses to their speed, and the whole 
line rushed impetuously on to the attack of the 
Egyptians. War horses, properly trained to 
their work, will fight with their hoofis with al- 
most as much reckless determination as men 
will with spears. They rush madly on to en- 
counter whatever opposition there may be before 
them, and strike down and leap oyer whatever 
comes in their way, as if they fiilly understood 
the nature of the work that their riders or 
drivers were wishing them to do. Cyrus, as 
he passed along from one part of the battle field 
to another, saw the horses of Abradates's lin« 
dashing thus impetuously into the thickest 
ranks of the enemy. The men, on every side, 
were beaten down by the horses' hoofis, or oVer* 
turned by the wheels, or cut down by the 
loythes; and they who here and there escaped 
these dangers, became the aim of the soldiers 
who stood in the chariots, and were transfixed 
with their spears. The heavy wheels rolled 
and jolted mercilessly over the bodies of th« 
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wounded and the fallen, while the scythes 
caught hold of and cut through every thing 
that came in their way — ^whether the shafts of 
jayelins and spears, or the limbs and bodies of 
men— and tore erery thing to pieces in their ter- 
rible career. As Cyrus rode rapidly by, he saw 
A.bradates in the midst of this scene, driving on 
in his chariot, and shouting to his men in a 
phrensy of excitement and triumph. 

The battle in which these events occurred 
was one of the greatest and most important 
which Cyrus fought He gained the victory. 
His enemies were every where routed and driv- 
en from the field. When the contest was at 
length decided, the army desisted from the 
slaughter and encamped for the night. On 
the following day, the generals assembled at 
the tent of Cyrus to discuss the arrangements 
which were to be made in respect to the dispo- 
sition of the captives and of the spoil, and to" 
the future movements of the army. Abradates 
was not there. For a time, Cyrus, in the ex- 
citement and confusion of the scene iid not ob- 
serve his absence. At length he inquired for 
hinL A soldier present told him that he nad 
been killed from his chariot in the midst of the 
Egyptians, and that his wife was at that mo> 
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meiit attending to the interment of the body, 
on the banks of a river which flowed near tb« 
field of battle. Cyrus, on hearing this, uttered 
a loud exclamation of astonishment and sorrow. 
He dropped the business in which he had been 
engaged with his council, mounted his horse, 
oommatided attendants to follow him with every 
thing that could be necessary on such an occa- 
sion, and then, asking those who knew to lead 
the way, he drove off to find Panthea. 

When he arrived at the spot, the dead body 
of Abradates was lying upon the ground, while 
Panthea sat by its side, holding the head in hei 
lap, overwhelmed herself with unutterable sor- 
row. Cyrus leaped from his horse, knelt down 
by the side of the corpse, saying, at the sama 
ume, '^ Alas ! thou brave and faithfiil soul, and 
art thou gone ?" 

At the same time, he took hold of the hand 
of Abradates ; but, as he attempted to raise it, 
the arm came away firom the body. It had 
been cut off by an Egyptian sword. Cyras ¥raa 
himself shocked at the spectacle, and Pantfaea'a 
grief broke forth anew. She cried out with hit- 
ter anguish, replaced the aim in the position m 
which she had arranged it before, and toU 
Cyras that the rest of the body was h Hm 
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tune condition. Whenover she attempted ti 
qMftk, her sobs and tears almost prevented her 
Btteranoe. She bitterly reproached herself for 
liaTing been, perhaps, the cause of her husband's 
ieath, by urging him, as she had done, to fidel- 
ity and courage when he went into battle 
''And now," die said, ''he is dead, while I, 
who urged him forward into the danger, am 
still alive." 

Cyrus said what he could to console Pan- 
thea's grief; but he found it utterly inconsola- 
ble. He gave directions for furnishing her with 
every thing which she could need, and promis- 
ed her that he would make ample arrangements 
for providing for her in future. "You shaU be 
treated," he said, " while you remain with me, 
in the most honorable manner ; or if you have 
any Mends whom you wish to join, you shall 
be sent to them safely whenever you please." 

Panthea thanked him for his kindness. She 
had a friend, she said, whom she wished to join, 
and she would let him know in due time who 
it was. In the mean time, she wished that 
Cyrus would leave her alone, for a while, with 
her servants, and her waiting-maid, and the 
dead body of her husband. Cyrus accordingly 
withdrew. As soon as he had gone. Panthea 
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■ent away the serrants also, retaining the wait- 
ing-maid alone. The waiting-maid began to 
be anxious and oonoemed at witnessing these 
oiyvterious arrangements, as if they portended 
lome new calamity. She wondered what he? 
mistress was going to do. Her doubts were 
dispelled by seeing Pcmthea produce a sword, 
which she had kept concealed hitherto beneath 
her robe. Her maid begged her, with much 
earnestness and many tears, not to destroy her- 
self ; but Panthea was immovable. She said 
she could not live any longer. She directed the 
maid to envelop her body, as soon as she was 
dead, in the same mantle with her husband, 
and to have them both deposited together in the 
same grave ; and before her stupefied attendant 
•ould do any thing to save her, she sat down by 
die side of her husband's body, laid her head 
upon his breast, and in that position gave her- 
self the fatal wound. In a few minutes she 
oeased to breathe. 

Cyrus expressed his respect for the memofj 
li Abradates and Panthea by erecting a lofty 
OMmument over their commoc grave. 
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Chaptbr XL 

CoNVBRSATIONa. 

VlfT E have given the story of Panthea, aa 
^ ^ contained m the preoeding chapter, in 
our own langaage, it is true, bat without any 
intentional addition or embellishment whatever. 
Each reader will judge for himself whether 
such a narrative, written for the entertainment 
of vast assemblies at public games and cele- 
brations, is most properly to be regarded as an 
invention of romance, or as a simple record of 
veritable history, 

A great many extraordinary and dramatic 
incidents and adventures, similar in general 
character to the story of Panthea, are inter 
woven with the narrative in Xenophon's hi> 
tory. There are also, besides these, many lon| 
and minute details of dialogues and converse* 
tions, which, if they had really occurred, would 
nave required a very high degree of skill in tt^ 
nography to produce such reports of them aa 
Xenophon has given. The incidents, too, out of 
which these conversations grew, are worthy of 
17 
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Attention, as we can often judge, by the natoN 
and character of an incident described, whether 
it is one which it is probable might actually oo> 
cur in real life, or only an invention intended ts 
furnish an opportunity and a pretext for the in« 
ouloation of the sentiments, or the expression ol 
the views of the different speakers. It was the 
custom in ancient days, much more than it is 
now, to attempt to add to the point and spirit of 
a discussion, by presenting the various views 
which the subject naturally elicited in the fonr 
of a conversation arising out of drcumstancee 
invented to sustain it The incident in such 
oases was, of course, a fiction, contrived to fur- 
nish points of attachment for the dialogue — a 
sort of trellis, constructed artificially to support 
the vine. 

We shall present in this chapter some speoi* 
mens of these conversations, which will give the 
reader a much more distinct idea of the nature 
a them than any general description can coa- 
vey. 

At one time in the course of Cyrus's eaieeti 
jnst after he had obtained some gieat viotoryi 
and was celebrating his triumphs, in the midst 
of his armies, with spectacles and games, he 
Instituted a series of racee, in which the various 
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iatdons that were represented in his army fm. 
iiished their several ohampions as competitors 
The army marched out from the city y(M6tk 
Gyms had captured, and where l^e was then 
residing, in a procession of the most imposing 
magnificence. Animals intended to be offered 
in sacrificei caparisoned in trainings of gold, 
horsemen most sumptaoosly equipped, chariots 
of war splendidly built and adorned, and ban* 
ners and trc^hies of every kind, were conspicu- 
ous in the train. When the vast procesfld(»i 
reached the race-ground, the inmiense concourse 
was formed in ranks around it, and the racing 
went on. 

When it came to the turn of the Saoian 
nation to enter the course, a private man, of 
no apparent importance in respect to his rank 
or standing, came forward as the champion; 
though the man appeared insignificant, his horse 
was mi fleet as the wind. He flew around the 
arena with astonishing speed, and came in at 
the goal while his competitor was still midway 
rf the course. Every body was astonished al 
tUs performance. Cyrus asked the Saoian 
whether he would be willing to sell that horse, 
if he could receive a kingdom in exchange for 
^4^— kingdoms being the coin with which suob 
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sovereigns as Cyrus made their purchases. Th« 
Saoian replied that he would not sell his horss 
for any kingdom, but that he would readily give 
him away to oblige a worthy man. 

'* Come with me," said Cyrus, '^ and I will 
show you where you may throw blindfold, and 
not miss a worthy man." 

So saying, Cyrus oonduoted the Saoian to a 
part of the field where a number of his officers 
and attendants were moving to and firo, mount- 
ed upon their horses, or seated in their chariots 
of war. The Saoian took up a hard clod of 
earth firom a bank as he walked along. At 
length they were in the midst of the group 

"Throw!" said Cyrus. 

The Saoian shut his eyes and threw. 

It happened that, just at that instant, an of- 
fioer named Pheraulas was riding by. He was 
conveying some orders which Cyrus had given 
him to another part of the field. Pheraulas had 
been originally a man of humble life, but he had 
been advanced by Cyrus to a high position oa 
tooount of the great fidelity and zeal which he 
had evinced in the performance of his duty. 
The clod which the Sacian threw struck Phe- 
raulas in the mouth, and wounded him severely. 
Now it is the part of a good soldier to siand al 
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his post or to press on, in obedience to his or- 
ders, as long as any pnysical capacity remains; 
and Pheranlas, true to his military obligation, 
lode on without even turning to see whence and 
from what cause so unexpected and violent an 
assault had proceeded. 

The Sacian opened his eyes, looked arc^md, 
and coolly asked who it was that he had hit 
Cyrus pointed to the horseman who was riding 
. apidly away, saying, '' That is the man, who ia 
riding so fast past those chariots yonder. You 
hit him:' 

'<Why did he not turn back, then?" asked 
the Sacian. 

^' It is strange that he did Lot," said Cyrus ; 
' he must be some madman." 

The Sacian went in pursuit of him. He 
found Pheraulas with his face covered with blood 
and dirt, and asked him if he had received a 
blow. " I have," said Pheraulas, " as you see." 
^^ Then," said the Sacian, '* I make you a pres* 
ent of my horse." Pheraulas asked an explan- 
ation. The Sacian accordingly gave him an ac> 
count of what had taken place between himself 
and Cyrus, and said, in the end, that ho gladly 
gave him his horse, as he, Pheraulas, had so de* 
oisively proved himself to be a most worthy ma» 
27—17 
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Pheimnlas aooepti^d the jNresent, with nwtty 
thanks^ ORd he and the SaoiRii beoame tbai»- 
after ^ery strong friends. 

Some time after this, nieranlas inyited Urn 
Saoian to an entcitammenti and when the hour 
arrived, he set before his friend and the otim 
gaestea inoflt smnptoons {east^^vrtiidi was serr- 
ed in vessels of gold and siliver, and in an apart- 
meat ibnished wilh earpets^ and oanopies, and 
oouohes of liie most gorgeous and qplendid de- 
soriptioii. Tlie Saoian was nmeb inqntessad 
with this magnifioenoe, and he asked Pheranlas 
whether he had been a rioh man at home^ tiiat 
is, before he had joined Cyrus's amqr. Plie- 
raulas replied that he waa not then rk)h. His 
father, he said, waa a ianner, and he hknaelf 
. had beea aoousAomed in earty life to till the 
ground with tiM other kfaorera oa his father'ii 
fiEurm. All the wealth and hunry whioh he now 
enjoyed had been bestowed upon him, he said, 
by Cyrus. 

** How fortunate you are !'' said the Saoian; 
^ and it must be that you enjoy your preaeirt 
riobeo all the more highly on aoeount of havmg 
aiperienoed in eariy Ufe the ineanvenienoes and 
Bis of poTwty. The pleasure must be oMn 
I in having dewras wfaieii have long hasn 
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fek gratified at last than if tiM objects whioh 
they rested apon had been always in one's po»> 



** Yon imagine, I suppose/' replied I%eraii» 
ks, ^' that I am a great deal haj^ier in oonse> 
qaenoe of all this wealth and splendor ; but it is 
not so. As to the real enjoyments of whidi ouf 
natnres are capable, I can not receive more now 
HxBXL I could before. I can not eat any more, 
drink any mxMfC; or deep any more, or do any 
c^ these things with any more pleasure than 
when I was poor. All that I gain by this 
abundance is, that I have more to watch, more 
to guard, mote to take care of I Imve many 
servants, for whose wants I have to provide, and 
vAto are a constant source of solicitude to me 
One calls for food, another for clothes, and a 
third is sick, and I must see that he has a phy< 
sioian. My other possessions, too, are a con* 
stant care. A man comes in, one day, and 
brings me sheep that have been torn by the 
widves ; and, on another day, tells me of ox^i 
that have fallen from a precipice, or of a d]s» 
temper which has broken out among th^ flocks 
or h#^rds. My wealth, therefore, brings me only 
an increase of anxiety and trouUe, without aaf 
addition to my joys." 
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^' Bat ibose thingSi" said the Saoian, '* iiduQh 
fon namA, most be unusual and extraordinary 
oocurrences. When all things are going cfa 
prosperously and well with you, and you can 
look around on all your possessions and feel that 
they are yours, then certainly you must be hap* 
pier than I am." 

'* It is true,'' said Phentulas, '< that there is 
a pleasure in the possession of wealth, but that 
pleasure is not great enough to balance the suf- 
fering which the calamities and losses inevita* 
bly connected with it occasion. That the suf- 
fering occasioned by losing our possessions is 
greater than the pleasure of retaining them, is 
proved by the fact that the pain of a loss is so 
exciting to the mind that it often deprives men 
of sleep, while they enjoy the most calm and 
quiet repose so long as their possessions are re- 
tained, which proves that the pleasure does not 
move them so deeply. They are kept awake 
by the vexation and chagrin on the one hand, 
but they are never kept awake by the satisfiMV 
tion on the other." 

" That is true," replied the Saoian. *' Mea 
are not kept awake by the mere continuing ti 
possess their wealth, but they very often are by 
the original aoquisition of it" 
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^^Yes, indeed,'' replied Pheramas; '^and if 
the enjoyment of being' rich could always con- 
tinue as great as that of first becoming so, the 
rich would, I admit, be very happy men ; but 
it is not, and can not be so. They who possess 
much, must lose, and expend, and give much ; 
and this necessity brings more of pain than the 
possessions themselves can give of pleasure." 

The Sacian was not convinced. The giving 
and expending, he maintained, would be to him, 
in itself, a source of pleasure. He should like 
to have much, for the very purpose of being 
able to expend much. Finally, Pheraulas pro- 
posed to tiie Sacian, since he seemed to think 
that riches would afford him so much pleasure, 
and as he himself, Pheraulas, found the posses- 
sion of them only a source of trouble and care, 
that he would convey all his wealth to the Sa« 
eian, he himself to receive only an ordinary 
maintenance from it 

^< You are in jest,'' said the Sacian. 

^' No," said Pheraulas, '< I am in earnest.'* 
An'l he renewed his proposition, and pressed 
tiie Sacian urgently to accept of it 

The Sacian then said that nothing could give 
him greater pleasure than such an arrange- 
ment. He expressed great gratitude for so gen« 
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«n oifeff, uid promised thftt, if he received 
the pK^mrty, he woalA fnrmab Pherauks wilii 
noet anqde and ftbandant siaqppliev for ail hk 
waata, and would relieve htm entirely ci^Ht^ 
tponrihilifty and care. Ho promiBed, moreover, 
to obtani from Cynia permiaBiott that Pheranlae 
ahonld thereafter be exonsed from the duties of 
military servioey and fr<Hn all the toilsy fNrivi^ 
tions, and hardships of war, so that he might 
thenoeforth lead a life of quiet, loxnry, and 
ease, and thus live in the enjoymmit of all the 
benefits wl^eik wealtii eonld prooore, widiovt 
its amdeties and cares. 

The plan, thus arranged, vras carried into efi* 
foot Pheranlas divested himself of his posses- 
sions, coBvqring them all to the Saoian. Both 
parties vrere extreme^ pleased with the opera- 
tion of the soheme, and they lived Uras tog^ier 
lor a long time. Whatever Pheranlas acquired 
in any way, he always brought to Hie Saeian, 
and the Sedan, by accepting it, relieved The- 
ranks of all responsibility and oare. The Sa* 
eian loved Phwanlas, as Xenophon says, in 
elosingthk narrative, because he iprastiNi^oott* 
tinnally bringing him gifts; and Pheranlas kv« 
ed the Saokn, because he vras always willing to 
take the gifts wiiiofa were thus Inrought to him 
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Among the other ooiiyer8ati<ms,^whether real 
•r hnaginary , which Xenophon reoords, be girea 
•ome specimens of those which took fdace at 
ftative entertainments in Cyrus's tent, on ocoa* 
iioiis wh^i he invited his officers to dine with 
him. He commenced the conv^sation, on gim 
of these occasions, by inquiring of some of the 
officers present whether they did not think that 
the common soldiers were equal to the officers 
themselves in inteiligencci courage, and mili^ 
tary skill, and in all the other substantial quid- 
ities of a good soldier. 

^^ I know not how that may be," replied ooa 
of the <^cers. " How they will prove when 
they come into action with the enemy, I can 
not tell ; but a more perverse and churlish set 
of fellows in camp, than those I have got in my 
regiment, I never knew. The otiier day, for 
example, when there had been a sacrifice, the 
meat of the victims was sent around to be dia- 
tributed to the soldiers. In our regiment, when 
die steward came in with the first distributian, 
he began by me, und so went round, as far aa 
what be had.toought would go. The next time 
he came, he began at the other end. The map- 
ply failed before he had got to the plaoe when 
be had left off before, so that there was a mas 
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in the middle that did not get any thing. Thii 
man immediately broke out in loud and angry 
oomplaintSi and declared that there was no 
equality or fairness whatever in suoh a mode 
of division, unless they began sometimes in the 
eenter o\ the line. 

^' Upon this,'' continued the officer, *' I called 
to the diBOontented man, and invited him to 
oome and sit by me, where he would have a 
better chance for a good share. He did so. It 
happened that, at the next distribution that was 
made, we were the last, and he fancied that 
only the smallest pieces were left, so he began 
to complain more than before. ^ Oh. misery !' 
said he, ' that I should have to sit here !' * Be 
patient,' said I ; ^ pretty soon they vrill begin 
the distribution with us, and then you will 
have the best chance of alL' And so it proved * 
for, at the next diBtribution, they began at us, 
and the man took his share first ; but when th^ 
second and third men took theirs, he fanoied 
that their pieces looked larger than his, and ho 
leached forward and put his piece back into the 
basket, intending to change it ; but the steward 
moved rapidly on, and he did not get another, ao 
that he lost his distribution altogether. He waf 
then quite furious with rage and vexation." 
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Cyms and all the oompany laughed very 
heartily at these mischances of greediness and 
discontent ;. and then other stories, of a scmie- 
what similar character, were told by other 
gaests. One officer said that a few days pre- 
vious he was drilling a part of his troops, and 
he had before him on the plain what is called, 
in military language, a squad of men, whom he 
was teaching to march. When he gave the 
order to advance, one, who was at the head ot 
the file, marched forward with great alacrity, 
but all the rest stood still. ^^I asked him,'^ 
continued the officer, ^^what he was doing. 
* Marching,' said he, * as you ordered me to do.* 
' It was not you alone that I ordered to march,* 
■aid I, ^ but all.' So I sent him back to his 
place, and then gave the command again. 
Upon this they all advanced promiscuously and 
m disorder toward me, each one acting for him 
self, vnthout regard to the others, and leaving 
the file-leader, who ought to have been at thb- 
head, altogether behind. The file-leader said, 
' Keep back ! keep back !' Upon this the men 
were offended, and asked what they were to de 
about such contradictory orders. ^One com* 
mands us to advance, and another to keep back !' 
said they; *how are we to know which tt 
obey'''" 
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Cyras and his guests were so mnoh amused 
at the awkwardness of these recnraits, and Urn 
ridkmloos predicament in which the officer wias 
placed by it, that the narratiTO of the qpeaker 
was here interrupted by universal and long-oon- 
tinuad laughter. 

^ Finally," continued the officer, ^« I sent the 
men all back to their places, and explained to 
them that, when a command was given, they 
were not to obey it in confusion and unseemly 
haste, but regularly and in order, each one {oL- 
lowing the man who stood before hiuL ^You 
must regulate your proceeding,' «dd I, ^ by the 
action of the file-leader ; when he advance^ you 
must advance, following him in a Une, and gov- 
erning your movements in all respects by his.''" 

*^ Just at this moment," continued the offi- 
oer, ^^ a man came to me for a letter which was 
to go to Persia, and which I had lefit in my 
tent. I directed the file-leader to run to my 
tent and bring the letter to me. He immed^ 
ately set off, and the rest, obeying literally tiM 
directions which I had just been giving tiiem, 
all followed, running behind him in a line lifct 
a troop of savages, so that I had tiie whole squad 
•f twenty men running in a body ^tiie fiaH 
tofetoKaletter!" 
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When the general hikrily which theee re- 
oitals ooeaaioned had a litt^ anbsided, Cjnu 
•lid he thought that th^ ooold not oonqpilaiB 
of the oharaoter of the soldiars whom they hai 
to oommand; for they were oertainty, aooording 
to these aoooonts, snffioiently ready to obey the 
orders Oiefy received. Upon this, a certain cme 
df the goests who was present^ named Aglaita^ 
daSf a gloomy and anstereJooking man, who 
had not joined at aU in the merriment which 
the conyersation had oaneed, asked Cyrvs if he 
believed those stories to be tme. 

''Whyr asked Cyms; "wiiatdoyowthhik 
oflliemr* 

'' /think," said Ag^tadas^ '^ tiiat these oft- 
eecs invMtted them to make the eonqpany laugh. 
It is evident'tbat they were not telling the tnttli, 
since &ey rdated the stodea in snob a vahi and 
arrogant way." 

<< Arrogant!" said Cyrw; ^<yoa ought not 
ia call them arrogant; far, even if tiiey invented 
their narrations, it was not to gain any selfish 
ends of their own, hut only to amnse na and 
piemote onr eajoyment. Smdi persons diooU 
be called polite and agreeable ratbw thaa ar^ 
isgant" 

*^H Afl^itadas," said »e of the offieetawhe 
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had related the anecdotes, ^< we had told yon 
melancholy stories to make yon gloomy and 
wretched, yon might haye been justly displease 
•d ; bnt yon ceiiainly ought not to complain of 
MB for making you merry." 

^^Yes," said Aglaitadas, ^*I think I may. 
To make a man laugh is a yery insignificant 
and useless thing. It is far better to make him 
weep. Such thoughts and such conversation 
as makes us serious, thoughtful, and sad, and 
eyen moves us to tears, are the most salutary 
and the best" 

"Well," replied the officer, " if you will take 
my advice, you will lay out all your powers of 
inspiring gloom, and melancholy, and of bring- 
ing tears, upon our enemies, and bestow the 
mirth and laughter upon us. There must be a 
prodigious deal of laughter in you, for none ever 
ecnnes out. You neither use nor expend it your- 
self, nor do you afford it to your friends." 

" Then," said Aglaitadas, " why do you at- 
tempt to draw it from me ?" 

'^ It is preposterous !" said another of the 
eompany ; " for one could more easily strike fire 
out of Aglaitadas than get a laugh from him !" 

Aglaitadas could not help smiling at this 
eomparison; upon which Cyrus, with an aii 
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irf oomiterfeited gravity, reproved the person 
who had spoken, saying that he had cormpted 
the mosi; sober man in the company by making 
him smile, and that to disturb such gravity mm 
tdat of Aglaitadas was carrying the spirit of 
mirth and merriment altogether too far. 

These specimens will suffice. TJiey serve to 
give a more distinct idea of the Cyropsdia of 
Xenophon than any general description could 
afford. The book is a drama, of which the prin- 
cipal elements are such narratives as the story 
of Panthea, and such conversations as those con- 
tained in this chapter, intermingled with long 
discussions on the principles of government, and 
on the discipline and maneigement of armies. 
The principles and the sentiments which the 
work inculcates and explains are now of little 
value, being no longer applicable to the affairs 
of mankind in the altered circumstances of the 
present day. The book, however, retains its 
rank among men on account of a certain beauti- 
(nl and simple magnificence characterizing the 
style and langueige in which it is written, which, 
however, can not be appreciated except by thoM 
who read the narrative in the original tongae. 
18 
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Cmaptse XIL 
Ths Death of Ctews. 

AFTER having made the conquest of the 
Babylonian empire, Cyras fomtd himself 
tlie sov^eign of nearly all of Asia, so &r as it 
was then known. Beyond his dominions there 
lay, on every sdde, according to the opinions 
which then [nrevailed, vast tracts oi oninhabit- 
aUe territory, desolate and impassable. These 
wildernesses wete rendered unfit for man, some- 
times by excessive heat, sometimes by exces(»- 
ive cold, sometimes from being parched by per- 
petual drought, which produced bare and deso- 
late deserts, and sometimes by incessant rains, 
which drenched the country and filled it with 
morasses and fens. On the nortii was the great 
Caspian Sea, then ahnost wholly unexplored, 
and extending, as the ancients beUenred} to tiie 
Piidar Ocean. 

On the west side of the Caspian Sea w^m flie 
Caucasian Mountains, wMch were supposed, in 
Aose days, to be tiie highest on the globe. Is 
the neighborhood of these mountains there was a 
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mnmtry, inhabited by a wild and half-savage 
people, who were called Soythians. This was, 
ia fact, a sc^ of gen(»rio term, whioh waa ap- 
j^ed, in those days, to almost all the aborigina] 
tiibes beyond the confines of eivilizaticm. The 
Sqr1^ian%. however, if suoh they oan prcqperly 
be called^ who lived on the bordeis of the Cas- 
pian Sea, were not wholly unoivilized. They 
possessed many of those mechanioal arts whioh 
are the. first to be matured among warlike nat* 
tiima They had no ircm <» steely but they wears 
aoonstomed to work other iBetals, partioularly 
gold and brass. They tipped their eqpears and 
javelins witk brass, and made brazen plates foi 
defensive armor, both £dc themselves and ton 
iheii horses. They mad% slso, many oraa- 
Biantft and decorations of gold. These they at- 
tadied to their hehnets, their belts, and their 
bannera. They were very formidable in war, 
bwig) like all other northern nations^ perfectly 
dsqierate and reckless in battle. They wmre 
excellent horsem^i, and had an abundance of 
horses with which to acevcise their skill; se 
that thdr armies eonsistedy like those (d the 
Cossacks of modwn times, oi great bodies o( 
ittvahy. 

The various campaigns and conquests b^ 
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whioh Cyrus obtained possession of his extend- 
ed dominions oooapied an interval of about 
thirty years. It was near the olose of this in- 
lenrai, when he was, in fact, advancing toward 
a late period of life, that he formed the plan of 
penetrating into these northern regions, with a 
view of adding them also to his domains. 

He had two sons, Cambyses and Smerdis 
His wife is said to have been a daughter of As- 
tyages, and that he married her soon after his 
conquest of the kingdom of Media, in order to 
reconcile the Medians more easily to his sway, 
by making a Median princess their queen. 
Among the western nations of Europe such a 
marriage would be abhorred, Astyages having 
been Cyrus's grandfather ; but among the Ori- 
entals, in those days, alliances of this nature 
were not uncommon. It would seem that this 
queen was not living at the time that the events 
occurred which are to be related in this chapter 
Her sons had grown up to maturity, and were 
aow princes of great distinction. 

One of the Scythian or northern nations :o 
which we have referred were called the Maa> 
9aget». They formed a very extensive and 
powerful reahn. They were governed, at this 
time, by a queen named Tomyris. She was a 
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widow, past middle life. She had a son nam* 
ed Spargapizes, who had, like the sons of Cy» 
riis, attained maturity, and was the heir to the 
throne. Spargapizes was, moreover, the oom^ 
mander-in-chief of the armies of the queen. 

The first plan which Cyrus formed for tbi 
annexation of the realm of the Massagetn ti 
his own dominions was by a matrimonial alii- 
anoe. He accordingly raised an army and com- 
menced a movement toward the north, sending, 
at the same time, embassadors before him into 
the country o( the Massagetee, with offers of 
marriage to the queen. The queen knew very 
well that it was her dominions, and not herself, 
that constituted the great attraction for Cyrus, 
and, besides, she was of an age when ambition 
is % stronger passion than love. She refused 
the offers, and sent back word to Cyrus forbid- 
ding Ins approach. * 

Cyrus, however, continued to move on. The 
boundary between his dominions and those of 
t\k5 queen was at the River Araxes, a stream 
flowing from west to east, through the centra, 
parts of Asia, toward the Caspian Sea. Aa 
Cyrus advanced, he found the country growfaig 
more and more wild and desolate. It was in- 
habited b} savage tribes, who lived on roots and 
27-18 
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herbf , and who wear e derated very litUei in any 
leapeoty aboYO tiie wild beasts that roamed is 
the forests around them. They had one Toy 
singular oustonii aeoording to Herodotus. It 
seems that there was a plant whioh grew among 
tiism, that bore a fruit, whose fumesi i^en it 
was roasting on a fire, had an exhilarating e£- 
feoti like that produced by wine. These sav- 
agesi therefore, Herodotus says, were aooustom- 
ed to assemble around a fire, in their conyiTial 
festiTities, and to throw some of this firuit in 
the midst of it The fumes emitted by the 
fruit would soon begin to intoxicate the whole 
oirole, when they would throw on more fruit, 
and become more and more excited, until, at 
bngth, they would jump up, and dance about, 
and sing, in a state of complete inebriation. 

Among such sayages as these, and through 
the forests and wildernesses in which they Ut* 
edf Cyrus advanced till he reached the Araxes. 
Here, after considering, for some time, by what 
means he could best pass the river, he determ- 
iMd to build a floating bridge, by means of 
boats and rafts obtained from the natives on the 
banhSi or built for the purpose. It would be 
obviously much easier to transport the army by 
wing these boats and raft» to Jloai the 
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instead of orastraoting m bridge witfa 
Ihem ; bat this would not hare been safoi for 
the transportation of the anny by saoh a means 
noQld be gradual and sbw; and if the enemy 
were larking in the heighborhood, and shoald 
make an attaok apon them in the midst of the 
eperationi while a part of the army were apcm 
one bank and a part upon the other, and another 
portion stilly perhaps, in boats apon the stream^ 
the defeat and destraotion of the whole woold 
be almost inevitable. Cyras planned the fo^ 
mation of the bridge, therefore, as a means of 
tranqx>rting his army in a body, and of land, 
ing them on the opposite bank in solid oolamns, 
iHiioh ooald be formed into order of battle with- 
out any delay. 

While Cyras was engaged in the work of 
eoostrnoting the bridge, embassadors appealed, 
who said that they had been sent from Tomyris. 
She had oommissioned them, they said, to warn 
C^rms to desist entirely from his designs apon 
her kingdom, and to return to his own. This 
would be the wisest oourse, too, Tomyris said, 
in: himself, and she oounseled him, for his own 
weUare, to follow it He ooukl not foresee the 
sssult, if he should iuTsde her dominions and 
SBOounter hsr armies. Fortune had faTored 
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him thns far, it was trae, but fortnne might 
ehange, and he might find himself, before ha 
was aware, at the end of his victories. Still, 
she said, she had no expectation that he would 
be disposed to listen to this warning and ad* 
vice, and, on her part, she had no objection to 
his persevering in his invasion. She did not 
fear him. He need not pat himsdf to the ex- 
pense and trouble of building a bridge across 
the Araxes. She would agree to withdraw aU 
her forces three days' march into her own coun- 
try, so that he might ci%>ss the river safely and 
at his leisure, and she would await him at 
the place where she should have encamped; 
or, if he preferred it, she would cross the river 
and meet him on his own side. In that case, 
he must retire three days' march from the river, 
80 as to afford her the same opportunity to make 
the passage undisturbed which she had offered 
hiiti. She would then come over and maich 
on to atteck him. She gave Cyrus hil optioa 
vfcioh branch of this alternative to choose. 

Cyras called a council of war to consider the 
question. He laid the case before his offioers 
and generals, and asked for their opinioh. They 
were unanimously agreed that 't wtvuld be best 
for him to accede to the last o/ the two propo- 
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sals made to him, yiz., to draw back three days^ 
journey toward his own dominions, and wait 
fcr Tomyris to oome and attack him there. 

There was, however, one person present at 
this oonsnltation, though not regularly a mom* 
ber of the oounoil, who gave Cyrus different 
advice. This was Croesus, the fidlen king of 
Lydia. Ever sinoe the time of his captivity, 
he had been retained in the camp and in the 
household of Cyrus, and had often aooompanied 
him in his expeditions and campaigns. Though 
a captive, he seems to have been a friend ; at 
least, the most friendly relations appeared to 
subsist between him and his conqueror; and 
he often figures in history as a wise and honest 
counselor to Cyrus, in the various emergencies 
in which he was placed. He was present on 
this occasion, and he dissented from the opin- 
ion which waa expressed by the officers of the 
army. 

^^I ought to apologize, perhaps,*^ said hdf 
*^ht presummg to offer any counsel, captive as 
I am ; bat I have derived, in the school of ca- 
lamity and misfortune in which I have been 
taught, some advantages for learning wisdom 
which you have never enjoyed. It seems to 
me that it will be much better for you not to 
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fall bftoki but to aivanoe and attack Tomyrii 
in her own dominions ; for, if yon retire in thit 
manner, in the first place, the act itself is dis> 
creditable to you: it is a retre:;t Then, if, ia 
the battle that follows, Tomyris conquers yon, 
slie is already advanced three days' march into 
your dominions, and she may go on, and, before 
you can take measures for raising another army, 
make herself mistress of your empire. On the 
other hand, if, in the battle, you conquer her, you 
will be then six days' march back of the posi- 
tion which you would occupy if you were to^ 
advance now. 

<<I will propose," continued CrcBSUS, *^the 
following plan: Cross the river according to 
Tomyris's offer, and advance the three dayi^ 
journey into her country. Leave a small part 
of your force there, with a great abundance of 
your most valuable baggage and supplies — lux- 
uries of all kinds, and rich wines, and such ar- 
ticles as the enemy will most value as plunder. 
Then fisdl back with the main body of your army 
toward the river again, in a secret manner, and 
encamp in an ambuscade. The enemy will at- 
tack your advanced detachment They wili 
conquer themu They will seize the stores and 
fupplies, and will suppose that your whole ann^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



B.C.ff30.1 DsATM OP Cyrus. 279 

——I 111 I I I > I !■ I I I I 

0yrMi i optitfa»pto«€f Oi n n ifc Wawwp^U T m ajrm , 

is vanqiiished. They will fisdl npon the plundei 
in disorder, and the discipline of their army will 
be oTerthrown. They will go lo feasting npon 
ttie provisions and to drinking the wines, and 
then, when they are in the midst of their fes- 
tmties and reyelry, you can oome baok sad* 
denly with the real strength of your army, and 
wholly overwhelm them.'^ 

Cyrus determined to adopt the plan whioh 
CroDSUs thus recommended. He aooordingly 
gave answer to the embassadors of Tomyris that 
he would aooede to the first of her proposals 
If she would draw baok from the river three 
days^ march, he would cross it with his army 
as soon as practicable, and then come forward 
and attack her. The embassadors received 
this message, and departed to deliver it to their 
queen. She was faithful to her agreement, and 
drew her forces back to the place proposed^ and 
left them there, encamped under the command 
of her son. 

Cyrus seems to have felt some foreboding! 
In respect to the manner in which this expedi* 
tion was to end. He was advanced in life, and 
not now as well able as he once was to endure 
the privations and hardships of such campaigns. 
Then, the incursion which be was to m^e was 
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Into a remotey and wild, and dangerous oountry 
and he oould not bat be aware that he might 
never return. Perhaps he may have bad some 
domponctions of oonscienoO) too, at thus wan- 
tonly disturbing the peiaoe and invading the ter* 
fitories of an innocent neighbor, and his mind 
may have been the less at ease on that aooount 
At any rate, he resolved to settle the affairs of 
his government before he set out, in order to se- 
cure both the tranquillity of the country while 
he should be absent, and the regular transmis- 
sion of his power to his descendants in case be 
should never return. 

Accordingly, in a very formal manner, and 
in the presence of all his army, he delegated 
his power to Cambyses, his son, constituting 
him regent of the realm during his absence. 
He committed Croesus to his son^s special care, 
charging him to pay him every attention and 
honor. It was arranged that these persons, as 
well as a considerable portion of the army, and 
a large number of attendants that had followed 
the camp thus far, were not to accompany the 
expedition across the river, but were to remain 
behind and return to the capital These ar* 
rangements being all thus finally made, Cynu 
took leave of biji son and of Crcesus, croaeed tbf 
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river with that part of the army which was ti 
proceed, and commenced his march. 

The uneasiness and anxiety which Cyrm 
seems to have felt in respect to his fhtore &te 
on this memorable march affected even his 
dreams It seems that there was among the 
officers of tus army a certain general named 
Hyttaspes. He had a son nfuned Darius, then 
a youth of about twenty years of age, who had 
been left at home, in Persia, when the army 
marched, not being old enough to accompany 
them. Cyrus dreamed, one night, immediately 
after crossing the river, that he saw this young 
Darius with wings on his shoylders, that ex- 
tended, the one over Asia and the other over 
Europe, thus overshadowing the world. When 
Cyrus awoke and reflected upon his dream, it 
seemed to him to portend that Darius might 
be aspiring to the government of his empire 
He considered it a warning intended to put him 
on his guard. 

When he awoke in the morning, he sent foi 
Hystaspes, and related to him his dream. ^^ 1 
am satisfied," said he, <<that it denotes that 
your son is forming ambitious and treasonable 
designs Do you, therefore, return home, and 
arrest Aim in this fatal course. Seeure hijtk 
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and let him be reedy to gi^e me an eeooimt ef 
his oondaot when I shall return.'' 

Hyataapes, haTing reoeiyed this oommiadoQy 
•ft the army and retorned. The name of thia 
Hyataspea aoqnired a hiatorioal immortality m 
a Tery aingolar way, that is, by being always 
need aa a part of the appellation by whioh to 
designate his distingoished son. In after years 
Darius did attain to a Tery extended power. 
He beoame Darius the Oreat As, howeyer, 
there were seyeral other Persian monarohs called 
Darius, some of whom were nearly aa great aa 
this the first of the name, the usage waa grad* 
ually established of calling him Darius Hysta^ 
pes ; and thus the name of the fi&ther has be> 
come familiar to all mankind, simply aa a con* 
sequence and pendant to the celebrity of theaon 

After sending o£f Hy staspes, Cyrus went on. 
He followed, in all respects, the plan of CrcBSOS 
He marched his army into the country of To» 
myris, and adyanced until he reached the point 
af^eed upon. Here he atationed a feeble po»* 
tfam of his army, with great atores of proyiakma 
and wines, and abundance of such artidea aa 
would be prised by the barbarians aa booty. 
He then drew back with the main body of his 
army toward the Araxes, and ooneealad his 
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Somm in a hidden enoampment The resoli 
was aa Ctobsus had anticipated. The body 
which he had left waa attaclced by the troopt 
if Tomyris, and effeotnaUy routed. The pio- 
fiaiona and stores fell into the hands of the t1o» 
ton. They gaye themselves up to the moat 
onboonded joy, and their whole camp waa soon 
a nniyersal soene of rioting and excess. Even 
the commander, Spargapizes, Tomyris's son, 
became intoxicated with the wine. 

While things were in this state, the main 
body of the army of Cyrus returned suddenly 
and unexpectedly, and fell upon their now help** 
less enemies with a force which entirely over^ 
whekned them. The booty waa recoyered, large 
numbers of the enemy were slain, and others 
were taken prisoners. Spargapizes himself waa 
captured ; his handa were bound ; he waa tak- 
en into Cyrus's camp, and closely guarded. 

The result of this stratagem, triumphantly 
SQOcessfnl aa it was, wouU have settied the 
aonteaty and made Cyrus master of the whole 
veahn, if aa he, at the time, supposed waa the 
eaae, the main body of Tomyris's forces had 
been engaged in this battle ; but it seems that 
Tomyris had learned, by reconnoiterers and 
spies, how large a force there was in CyntfM 
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mxapi and had only sent a detaohment of hei 
own troops to attack them, not judging it neo* 
mmij to call out the whole. Two thirds of her 
■nny remained still oninjored. With this large 
fofoe ehe woold undoubtedly have advanced 
without any delay to attack Cyrus again, were 
it not ibr her maternal conomm for the safety of 
her son. He was in Cyrus's power, a he^ess 
e^ytiye, and she did not know to what orueltiet 
he would be exposed if Cyrus were to be exa» 
perated against her. While her heart, then 
fore, was burning with resentment and angci , 
and with an almost uncontrollable thirst for re- 
venge, her hand was restrained. She kept back 
her army, and sent to Cyrus a conciliatory 
mesMge. 

She said to Cyrus that he had no cause to be 
speoiaUy elated at his victory ; that it was only 
one third of her forces that had been engaged, 
and that with the remainder she held him com> 
pletely in her power. She urged him, ther» 
lire, to be satisfied with the injury which he 
luul already inflicted upon her by destroying 
one third of her army, and to liberate her son, 
retire from her dominions, and leave her in 
peace. If he would do so» she would not molest 
Urn in his departure ; but if be would not, she 
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•wore by the raiiy the great god which ahe and 
her oonntrymen adored, that, insatiable as he 
was for blood, she would giye it to him till he 
hadhisfilL 

Of oonrse Cyrus was not to be frightened by 
saoh threats as these. He refused to deliTer 
up the captivb prinoe, or to withdraw from the 
oountry, and both parties began to prepare 
again for war. 

Spargapizes was intoxicated when he was 
taken, and was unoonsoious of the calamity 
which had befallen him. When at length he 
awoke from his stupor, and learned the full ex* 
tent of his misfortune, and of the indelible dia* 
grace which he had incurred, he was OTer* 
whelmed with astonishment, disappointment, 
and shame. The more he reflected upon his 
condition, the more hopeless it seemed. Even 
if his life were to be spared, and if he were to 
recover his liberty, he never could recover his 
honor. The ignominy of such a defeat and suob 
a captivity, he knew well, must be indelible. 

He begB[ed Cyrus to loosen his bonds and al» 
low him personal liberty within the camp. Cy« 
rus, pitying, perhaps, his misfortunes, and the 
deep dejection and distress which they occasion* 
ed, aooeded to this request Spargapizes watch* 
19 
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ed an opportunity to aeiie a weapon when he 
was not obaenred by his goaids, and killed him 
ael£ 

ffia mother Tomyris, when she heard of \da 
fate, was frantio with grief and rage. She oos« 
sidered Cyras as the wanton destroyer of the 
peaoe of her kingdom and the murderer of her 
son, and she had now no longer any reason foi 
restraining her thirst for revenge. She imme> 
diately began to oonoentrate her foroes, and to 
summon all the additional troops that she oonld 
obtain firom every part of her kingdom. Cymsi 
too, began in earnest to strengthen his lines, 
and to prepare for the great final straggle. 

At length the armies approached eaoh other, 
and the battle began. The attaok was oom* 
menoed by the arohers on either side, who shot 
showers of arrows at their opponents as they 
were advancing. When the arrows were spent, 
the men fought hand to hand, with spears, and 
javelins, and swcrds. The Persians fought 
desperately, for they fought for their Uvea 
They were in the heart of an enemy's oonntiy, 
with a broad river behind them to out off theii 
retreat, and they were contending with a wild 
and savage foe, whose natural barbarity wai 
iondered still more ferocious and terriUe tbaa 
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eTer by the exasperation which they felt, in 
flympathy with their injured queen. For a long 
time it was wholly uncertain which side would 
win the day. The advantage, here and there 
along the lines, was in some places on one side, 
and in some places on the other ; but, though 
oTerpowered and beaten, the several bands, 
whether of Persians or Scythians, would nei- 
ther retreat nor surrender, but the survivors, 
when their comrades had fallen, continued to 
fight on till they were all slain. It was^iddent, 
at kst, that the Scythians were gaining the 
day. When night came on, the Persian army 
was found to be almost wholly destroyed ; the 
remnant dispersed. When all was over, the 
Scythians, in exploring the field, found the dead 
body of Cyrus among the other ghastly and 
mutilated remains which covered the ground 
They took it up with a ferocious and exulting 
joy, and carried it to Tomyris. 

Tomyris treated it with every possible in* 
lignity. She cut and mutilated the lifeleti 
fenT; as if it could still feel the injuries infliot' 
ed by her insane revenge. ^* Miserable wretch V 
said she ; "though I am in the end your 0(m 
queror, you have ruined my peaoe and huj^ 
pinais firever. You have murdered my i 



Digitized 



by Google 



288 Ctrvs tHB Grbat. [B.C.530 



Vmyftft trea^nent of Cxnu*! bodjr. 



Bat I promised you yoar fill of blood, and yov 
ihall haye it" So saying, she filled a oan nith 
Panian blood, obtained, probably, by the exeoa- 
taa of her oaptives, and, cutting off the head of 
ksr Tiotim from the body, she plunged it in, ex* 
daiming, '^ Drink there, insatiable monster, tiU 
your murderous thirst is satisfied." 

This was the end of Cyrus. Cambyses, hift 
«on, whom he had appointed regent during his 
absence, suooeeded quietly to the goyernment 
of his yast dominions. 

In reflecting on this melancholy termination 
of this great conqueror's history, our minds nat- 
urally reyert to the scenes of his childhood, and 
we wonder that so amiable, and gentle, and 
generous a boy should become so selfish, and 
unfeeling, and oyerbearing as a man. But 
such are the natural and ineyitable effects of 
ambition and an inordinate loye of power. . The 
history of a conqueror is always a tragical and 
melancholy tale. He begins life with an ex- 
hibition of great and noble qualities, which 
awaken in us, who read his history, the sam» 
admiration that was felt for him, personally, by 
his friends and countrymen while he liyed, and 
on which the yast ascendency which he acquired 
nfftx the minds of hin fellow-men, and which lad 



Digitized 



by Google 



4.C.530.] Dbath of Ctrub. 38b 



to his power and famoi was, in a great measaroi 
Sninded. On the other hand, he enda life neg* 
leoted, hated, and abhorred. His ambition hat 
been gratified, but the gratification has brought 
with it no substantial peace or happiness ; on 
the contrary, it has filled his soul with uneasi- 
ness, discontent, suspiciousness, and misery 
The histories of heroes would be far less pain- 
ful in the perusal if we could reverse this moral 
change of character, so as to have the cruel- 
ty, the selfishness, and the oppression exhaust 
themselTes in the comparatively unimportant 
transactions of early life, and the spirit of kind- 
ness, generosity, and beneficence blessing and 
beautifying its close. To be generous, disin- 
terested, and nobl^, seems to be necessary as 
the precursor of great military success ; and to 
be hard-hearted, selfish, and cruel is the almoit 
uievitable consequence of it The exceptions 
«o this rule, though some of them ara very 
9plendid| are yet very few. 
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